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· The critical analysis of the last chapters from 45-55:
** It is very important to see the several aspects of James' view of fictions because this is going to help us to understand the novel in a better way and to see James' contribution.

It is important to keep an eye on the protagonist of the novel because she is a dynamic character that kept changing. At the beginning, she was changing in the right direction because she gained experience, learned about new people and exposed to new cultures. But when she decided to marry Osmond, a major transformation takes place in her character and that transformation was not to the right side. 
By the action moving on the second part of the novel, we have another phase of European culture and that will fit on the major theme of the novel which is “Clash of cultures”. This is very obvious aspect of European culture or Italian culture that shows the diffidence in European society that James is trying to show in his novel.
· If we look at the new part from chapter 46 until 55, we see the subplot of the relationship between Pansy and Rosier after her father was trying to set some sort of plan, so that Warburton will be interested in Pansy and will propose to her and it was expected that Isabel will help in this marriage. When Warburton leaves Italy and goes back to England, Osmond suspects and blames Isabel for not trying to help pansy in this marriage and he keeps calling her names. We have instances of looking close at these characters and at more of his typical characteristics.
Isabel's conflict between social conventions and individualism, this is a major theme in the novel. We have seen her when she decides to marry Osmond and doesn't listen to her friends. But she tried to prove her individuality and follow her decisions that she has made of marrying Osmond because everybody told her that he is not really the right person for her but she tried to go against the social conventions and against the social opinion and married him. 

We see more example of that today when we discover that Isabel isn't happy in her marriage, she is very miserable with Osmond and we will see how Henrietta, later on Goodwood and even Ralph discussed her situation that she is unhappy, why does not she try to do something?, why doesn't she just leave Osmond. Here we have a very good example of this conflict between the social conventions and the individualism because we see Isabel chooses to value social conventions over her individualism, she chooses to live miserably just in order not to break any of social conventions that ask young woman to respect marriage (the constitution of marriage) and to be loyal to her husband. 

We see that she is really putting Pansy's welfare over her own good, and that is seen very clearly at the end of the novel when she had a choice of leaving Osmond and going away with Casper Goodwood but because she has promised Pansy to look after her and to come back for her in Italy then she chooses what is good for Pansy than what is good for her own self. This is another example of social conventions when she practices her duty as a step-mother or a friend towards Pansy.

The more we look at the close relationship between Isabel and Osmond as a married couple; we see more of the Osmond's qualities and his negative aspects. The writer shows him very cold, he doesn't really careful Isabel's feelings, he treats her very cruelly, and he tried to exploit everybody around him. At the beginning, he exploited Isabel, her daughter Pansy, he tried to exploit Lord Warburton by making him marry his daughter and he continues now to exploit other people. Even when he gets closer to Casper Goodwood, he is trying to make use of that closeness (how does he do that?) he tries to convince Goodwood that Isabel is very happy in her marriage so that Goodwood wouldn’t feel that Isabel has really missed something by not marrying him and choosing Osmond. He tries to trick people and convince them that he is a good man and Isabel is really happy with him, he doesn't really care of how Isabel feels, he only wants this image which shows him as a successful and a happy man and as a person can give happiness to other people.

We can see also a part of Osmond's negative character in the way he is trying to control people around him, in this section you can see even Madame Merle's character is affected by Osmond vision of life. So, we can see now how he is a very domineering character who tries to make everybody fulfill his ideas about life, about the world and about people. 
In discussing point of view as we have seen, we see the same incidents and the same characters through different points of view, sometimes two or three which means that Henry James tries here to show you different points of view and opinions and different ways of looking at reality. So, by these multiple points of view of the same incidents and the same characters James is trying to give us a different views of reality because it can't be a common truth vision, we all can't see things the same, we are different people so we see things in different ways. This is collective way of looking at reality.
So, we see the character of the protagonist through the eyes of her enemy (Osmond), he doesn't really love Isabel and it seems that he hates her. After the relationship of Pansy and Rosier he started to be more expressive of his hatred and disagreement with all that Isabel represents, he even attacked her girls friends. So, seeing Isabel through the eyes of an enemy, he tells her that "you are dishonest, you don't really love pansy and you are trying to work for your good". To hear a view of Isabel’s enemy - does that affecting your view as a reader? This makes you sympathize with Isabel more because you know Isabel and by now you know Osmond and his negative qualities and you know that he abuses Isabel, and may be we have more negative feelings towards Osmond. So, again he tries to control the readers' attitude towards the protagonist and may be understand her misery.

Casper Goodwood makes his final appearance in the novel and he will continue until the closing or the end of the novel, he sees Isabel and she feels sorry for the harsh way which she treated him when he heard about her engagement then he came to Italy just to convince her not really to marry Osmond, she feels that she regrets of what she had said and what she has done to Gilbert Osmond because maybe now in this miserable life she starts to appreciate people who had show her love and emotions. So, he starts to appear frequently in the evening (in the soirees and parties) that they have every week. There is some sort of closeness between Casper Goodwood and Osmond of understanding the characters, they aren't the same but even Isabel sees that Osmond is getting closer to Goodwood just to convince that he is making Isabel happy, so he is trying to cheat and deceive the whole world that Isabel is living a happy life with him, it isn't because he is concerned about Isabel but because he is very much concerned about his image in the eyes of other people.

Let's see how Henrietta (Isabel's friend) views Isabel's life
Chapter 47
Henrietta had herself approached this point with the smallest possible
delay, and had accused her to her face of being wretched. She was
a woman, she was a sister; she was not Ralph, nor Lord Warburton,
nor Caspar Goodwood, and Isabel could speak.
"Yes, I'm wretched," she said very mildly. She hated to hear
herself say it; she tried to say it as judicially as possible.
In such small comment we see something of the interior monologue, she tries to be nice that she is not miserable but she finds everybody knows that then she admits "yes, I'm wretched". And then we have a comment "she hated to hear herself say it; she tried to say it as judicially as possible". So, we are going into the mind of the character and seeing how she feels towards it.

Chapter 47 
"What does he do to you?" Henrietta asked, frowning as if she
were enquiring into the operations of a quack doctor.
"He does nothing. But he doesn't like me."
"He's very hard to please!" cried Miss Stackpole. "Why don't you
leave him?"
"I can't change that way," Isabel said.
"Why not, I should like to know? You won't confess that you've
made a mistake. You're too proud."
"I don't know whether I'm too proud. But I can't publish my
mistake. I don't think that's decent. I'd much rather die."
"You won't think so always," said Henrietta.
"I don't know what great unhappiness might bring me to; but it
seems to me I shall always be ashamed. One must accept one's
deeds. I married him before all the world; I was perfectly free;
it was impossible to do anything more deliberate. One can't
change that way," Isabel repeated.
"You HAVE changed, in spite of the impossibility. I hope you
don't mean to say you like him."

Isabel doesn't want to publish her mistakes and to announce to everybody that she is miserable. She does not want to complain about her misery because she feels that one must accept what he/she sees especially on the decisions that one has a freedom to decide on (remember when all told her that Osmond isn't the suitable husband for her but she made her decision and married him) so she said if this decision proves to be a bad one, it is enough for me that I have practice my freedom of choice.

We saw the closeness between Mr. Bantling and Henrietta and they are going to be married at the end of the novel, remember that Henrietta is a young American woman, she represents the model woman and she expressed about her aggression towards man and her views about marriage and the British culture and now she is marrying a British man. Let's have a look from the other side to see how Mr. Bantling views the American culture, he has a first experience of American culture because he goes to America and sees life there, and he observes the differences between the two cultures, he concentrates on the outer manifestations of the culture which we see every day for example he was fascinated with the hotels he had a photograph of everyone he had visited, so it seems may be the model building, style of architecture and the glow made him likes this new culture and the new world especially when puts it in comparison with the old culture. Another thing that he likes in America was the different brands of Ice cream that we still have till today was something fascinating according to him. Then he talks about the heat and again about the weather in America which is completely different from London. So, we have Bantling's impression of America or a point of view of American culture so it is another example of point of view. 

Now the gulf between Isabel and Osmond starts to get wider and wider because the differences in characters between the two started to be very obvious, Osmond tries to upset Isabel by giving negative opinions of her friends. 

Osmond's opinion of Warburton after not marrying Pansy and leaving to England - he feels that he is insulate and he sees Henrietta as a kind of monster. So, by seeing people in this very negative and dark way, you can see that reflects the character of Osmond. He looks an egotistic person, he thinks of himself all the time, he sees that he is superior of other people and he has the right to comment on people in a negative way. 

Finally Isabel discovered the whole plot that has been set to make her fall in love and marry Osmond, she is told that she was deceived in this marriage and Madame Merle and Osmond who set this plot to make her marry Osmond. How did she feel? She felt revenge, depressed and angry.

How did she deal with this situation and with her misery when she heard that all her life has been set and planned by other evil people who were interested in her money?

We have said that she moved to Italy because it represents for her culture and history and she has a very romantic view of the Italian culture, we see another example of how she tries to use this very rich culture in making her deal with her feelings. 

She expressed her misery in the first part and then in this part she concentrates on how she tries to identify with the ruins and the monuments of (wall draw) in order to find some sort of comfort (this is something new instead of going and talking to a friend, she goes to the ruins of the old draw) in the old part of the city and she finds some sort of comfort by identifying herself to those ruins. She likes the city and appreciates the history and what is ancient. She identifies herself with the ruins which had been exposed to million things and they still upright there, so she learnt from them that what happens to her is miserable and sad at the moment then she should really take some sort of strength and comfort from those ruins that prove to be a good example to anyone. Before Henry James describes Rome beautifully and shows how it is giving some sort of comfort to the protagonist (read chapter 49).

The relationship between Countess Gemini and Isabel as you can see, she tells her about all things, she tells her that Pansy is the ligament daughter of Madame Merle and Osmond and it is very shocking for Isabel. Countess Gemini is seeing Isabel as naïve innocent girl, lacks experience and she has been deceived by other people, she advices Isabel to be a little wicked and said "you have to think not to do something evil but think in the same way evil people do so that to understand how they can deceive you", she is telling her that she has to learn how is the world because the world is not always good to innocent people and she should be aware of how people think or behave. Gemini is a person who has wisdom, she loves Isabel and she tells Isabel about the whole plan. 

Isabel is really gaining more experience but she is now aware of the sense of evil, we said in the beginning that she is inexperience but now she is gaining so many experiences and may be very harsh ones that closing around her and making her really learn a lot.   

Before leaving to England to see Ralph who is dying and it seems that Osmond don't really want Isabel to travel and wants her to obey him, she passed to say goodbye to Pansy and you can see how now she even pities Pansy more than before after knowing that she is ligament daughter of Osmond and Madame Merle, Pansy says “I know you are traveling and you will not come back", Isabel promises her that she will come back and it is one of the things that make Isabel goes back to Italy when she has a choice, she is in England already and needs Casper Goodwood who expresses his love to her and told her that he is still loving her and asks her to come with him, so she is in a situation where she has really to make a choice, we can see here that she values the social conventions and the morality over her own happiness and sense of individuality. 

Six years after leaving England and Gardencourt, Isabel goes back to say goodbye to Ralph who is dying, you can see she isn't really the same person that came to Gardencourt in chapter 2 as fresh, happy, and full of dreams to see the world, now she is totally different person, a person who could see the ghosts of Ralph (remember the story of the ghost at the beginning, Ralph told her that only people who suffer can see the ghost). Now she can see a ghost, then she is in misery.
In the last conversation between Ralph and Isabel, he confesses his love to her, he tries in away to apologize to her because he feels that he has taken part in her misery (may be by giving her the money and may be by not telling her what he believes Osmond is and what he believes Madame Merle is when she asked him about them, he didn't tell her the real qualities of these people.)  

In the last meeting between Goodwood and Isabel, we can see that Casper is so upset that Isabel has been treated in this way by her husband; he tells her that your husband is the deadliest of fiends (Satin). He tries to convince her that she could end her suffering but not going back to Italy and to Osmond and stay with him in America. She doesn't agree but she doesn't tell him straight. In the next day, Goodwood finds Henrietta and asks her where Isabel has gone. Henrietta says that Isabel has returned to her husband in Rome. Because she told Pansy that she will return and she values the social conventions by respecting the constitution of marriage. 
Her decision shows the deep sense of commitment that she has, her moral ethics and she values the social conventions over her individuality. 

The end of the novel is open. She left to Italy but we don't know what happened as this part is left open, through the conversations between Isabel and Ralph and Goodwood we see that there is something of the sense of her old character, so may be she goes back because she respects her word and social conventions. But what is going to happen later on? May be she is going to change and treat Osmond differently or she sees that he is going to change, but we don't know, it is open to speculate and imagine. 

· The style of Henry James 

He has a very distinctive style because the language that he uses is simple may be for second language's readers doesn't seem simple but for the native speakers it is simple but he has a nice way of using that simple language, he could spread meaning in simple words and that means that he chooses his words very carefully, he has this linguistic technique of praises in long sentences and that aspect might add some sort of ambiguity and difficulty so when we read Henry James we have really to follow this technique so we get the meaning of them. Definitely this language is full of richness, imagery and very beautiful. The use of beautiful imagery helps the transfer of the abstraction of the physical images.
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