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First Semester



Prose (9)
Fourth Year
Mrs. Dalloway
It is not long novel but it is really full of themes, and English characters and issues, we have a lot about one of the major innovations in the novel, it is the stream of conscious technique, the speaker has something to do to reflect also on the portrait of the character and the discussion of some themes. 

Q: Who is the protagonist of Mrs. Dalloway? 
** Clarissa Dalloway, she is in her early fifties, she hasn't been well since the influenza that she has had, so she looks pain, she isn’t feeling herself, she likes to throw parties and making people gather in the same place, she might look a social person but it is in the surface, she feels very lonely inside, and this is one of the major themes in the novel feeling of isolation, the nature of the modern life in which people feel isolated and their intents to communicate with other people might not always be successful, so though she in the surface seems to be sociable, likes to throw parties, she seems to be happily and laughing. Throughout the novel we do feel that she is suffering. You will find many of contradictions in the novel especially in the depiction of Clarissa Dalloway, though she likes to have parties yet, she has a feeling of isolation (contrasting feelings), though she likes to be with people she likes to go out and she enjoys nature but she enjoys her sense of privacy. So many contrasting things that might make her a very complex character and this is the influence of psychology that we see very clear in Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway, we have seen a little bit of that in the portrait of a lady but it is really very obvious in Mrs. Dalloway . 

*The plot, nothing much happens in the story because according to Virginia Woolf and the modern novelist, story, plot and events aren't really supposed to be the major concern of the novel. So, the plot in Mrs. Dalloway seems very short and lacks a lot of actions in it.
Q: What does the novel talk about?
 If we follow the main development of the plot, Clarissa is having a party, she goes out to get flowers, she meets some people and we feel that she gives more information about her past and the people she knew in the past like peter Walsh more than the present, though both are really put together, in her way back in the afternoon from the flower shop, suddenly peter Walsh appears that he pays her a visit, she invites him to the party, we discover that both of them still have feelings for each other and we do understand why they didn't get married because of the differences in their characters. She realized that her relationship with her husband isn't really the way she wants it. We also meet Clarissa's daughter, Elizabeth, and her teacher, Miss Kilman, who Clarissa doesn't like and she feels jealous of Miss Kilman because she spends more time with her daughter. Miss Kilman and Elizabeth go out together, we know that Richard (Mr. Dalloway-Clarissa's husband) is going for a meeting with lady Burton (Burton is the name of area), we hear something about what lady Burton tries to do for the good of her society, then more preparation for the party and the party takes place and in the party we meet some important people of society and here we have social class, Clarissa herself represents upper class society in England and you can see from the people that she has invited, that she is very careful to invite people of her own class, that is why she doesn't invite her cousin, Miss Henderson, because she feels she is poor and she doesn't belong to the same social class. So, this is the theme of class, the division of English society into classes. In the party we see people are trying to have fun, also Sally Seton appears in the party who is an old friend of Clarissa, we can say that she was a girlfriend, there was some sort of attraction (physical attraction) between the two, and it has something to do with the theme of homosexuality in the novel which has discussed and in the modern literature and this distinguishes the modern literature in the twentieth century. 

**Sir William Bradshaw, who is psychiatrist, arrives late because he was tending one of his patients, Septimus (warren smith), he is important character in the novel, smith committed a suicide and there was an ambulance coming. We do see why Clarissa reacts in a very sad way to the news of septimus's suicide, she doesn't know him, she hasn't met him, the two characters never meet in the novel but when she heard that he has committed suicide she really get some sort of a pity, she leaves the party and goes to her room and starts crying very pityingly and sadly. 

There are so many details but the plot line is Clarissa's preparing for her party on that evening. So, what is the content of the novel? As we said we have a number of characters whom we meet some in person and some in the remembrances, in the memories, in the thoughts of Clarissa.

The first part of the novel, we have seen Clarissa going out to get flowers for her party and we have seen how why she was on that trip to the flower shop that her mind wandering from present when she sees her neighbors to the past about Peter Walsh and Sally Seton and about her life when she was eighteen years old.
"So she would still find herself arguing in St. James’s Park, still making out that she had been right — and she had too — not to marry him."
She is discussing in her inner self about the idea of whether she should marry peter or not.

Q: Why did Clarissa marry Richard not Peter Walsh?
The answer is, "For in marriage a little licence, a little independence there must be between people living together day in day out in the same house;".

'which Richard gave her, and she him. (Where was he this morning for instance? Some committee, she never asked what.) But with Peter everything had to be shared; everything gone into. And it was intolerable, and when it came to that scene in the little garden by the fountain, she had to break with him or they would have been destroyed, both of them ruined, she was convinced; though she had borne about with her for years like an arrow sticking in her heart the grief, the anguish; and then the horror of the moment when some one told her at a concert that he had married a woman met on the boat going to India! "

She really felt a very heart pain because Peter got married, though she broke with him, and she was engaged to Richard but she was still in love with him.

"Never should she forget all that! Cold, heartless, a prude, he called her. Never could she understand how he cared. But those Indian women did presumably — silly, pretty, flimsy nincompoops. And she wasted her pity. For he was quite happy, he assured her — perfectly happy, though he had never done a thing that they talked of; his whole life had been a failure. It made her angry still."

That is another thing he had never done what he talked about, he isn't a man of action, all his life has been famed, so from her point of view, she wouldn't have a secure life if she married Peter because of weakness in his character.

"She had reached the Park gates.(something from her memories about the past and something about her actions in the present"  She stood for a moment, looking at the omnibuses in Piccadilly. She would not say of any one in the world now that they were this or were that. She felt very young; at the same time unspeakably aged (young and aged at the same time- contrasting feelings). She sliced like a knife through everything; at the same time was outside, looking on. She had a perpetual sense, as she watched the taxi cabs, of being out, out, far out to sea and alone; she always had the feeling that it was very, very dangerous to live even one day. Not that she thought herself clever, or much out of the ordinary. How she had got through life on the few twigs of knowledge Fräulein Daniels gave them she could not think. She knew nothing; no language, no history; she scarcely read a book now, except memoirs in bed; and yet to her it was absolutely absorbing; all this; the cabs passing;(she is thinking about herself and she also observing the scene) and she would not say of Peter, she would not say of herself, I am this, I am that."

Her only gift was knowing people almost by instinct (so she considers that her only gift in her character is her ability to know people), she thought, walking on. If you put her in a room with some one, up went her back like a cat’s; or she purred. Devonshire House, Bath House, the house with the china cockatoo, she had seen them all lit up once; and remembered Sylvia, Fred, Sally Seton(now she is remembering her old friends) — such hosts of people; and dancing all night; and the waggons plodding past to market; and driving home across the Park. She remembered once throwing a shilling into the Serpentine. But every one remembered; what she loved was this, here, now, in front of her; the fat lady in the cab. Did it matter then, she asked herself, walking towards Bond Street, did it matter that she must inevitably cease (what does it mean? may be die, does matter her the idea of death? no) completely; all this must go on without her (if she dies everything will go on); did she resent it; or did it not become consoling to believe that death ended absolutely? but that somehow in the streets of London, on the ebb and flow of things, here, there, she survived, Peter survived, lived in each other, she being part, she was positive, of the trees at home; of the house there, ugly, rambling all to bits and pieces as it was; part of people she had never met; being laid out like a mist between the people she knew best, who lifted her on their branches as she had seen the trees lift the mist, but it spread ever so far, her life, herself. But what was she dreaming as she looked into Hatchards’ shop window? What was she trying to recover? What image of white dawn in the country, as she read in the book spread open:

Fear no more the heat o’ the sun

Nor the furious winter’s rages

What type of poem is that? When people heard about to die may be some of them get afraid, so they have the fear when their death. This is from Shakespeareans. This really makes a lot of senses especially at the time when she was thinking about death, about life and how much her life matters.

"This late age of the world’s experience had bred in them all, all men and women, a well of tears. Tears and sorrows; courage and endurance; a perfectly upright and stoical bearing. Think, for example, of the woman she admired most, Lady Bexborough, opening the bazaar."
She is thinking about so many things at the same time.

End …[image: image1.png]
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