Dr. Sabah

First Semester


Prose (12)
Fourth Year
*We have studied The portrait of a lady and Mrs. Dalloway by Henry James and Virginia Woolf, two of the great novelists in the twentieth century.
*We have to see how they represent the modern novels, modern literature.
Q: what are the innovations that we see in each of the novels?
Types of character, choice of the themes are more obvious in Mrs. Dalloway, and Henry James is experienced in the technique of interior monologue which led to stream of consciousness technique.
Types of character, for example,  the young woman in The portrait of a lady who is seeking her independence, middle aged woman in Mrs. Dalloway who is really trying to find happiness, overcome her fears, and deal with the situations of life in the inter war period. Also, new characters like the character of insane person which also can be seen as a new theme which is insanity. 
*We have to know the major themes and the major issues in each novel focus on the types of the characters especially the protagonists and the characters who direct related to the protagonist in each novel. 

*In modern novel we can see the plot is of minor important especially in Mrs. Dalloway, naturally because it came later, it was published in 1925, it came at later period than The portrait of a lady which was published in 1881, 35 years of difference in terms of time between the two novels, so many things took place in society which influence literature, so we can see Mrs. Dalloway as may be a better representative, better not meaning The portrait of a lady is worse, but better meaning having more of the innovations of modern literature.

*The new innovation in Mrs. Dalloway is the plot, the whole novel describes one day in the protagonist's life, we have two parallel plots and the writer tries to connect them with different connections between the two stories.

Q: How do you read Mrs. Dalloway as example of the technique of the stream consciousness?  
We have to know what is stream of consciousness?, how we can see it in the novel; characters, ideas, reflection and talks are put together in such a very skillful way as to make unify and compact novel.

*We focus in The portrait of a lady on the international theme of the clash of the cultures, we have to know a representation of each culture and what James said and what is his view about the clash of cultures. In The portrait of a lady the protagonist is the most important character, James's intention was to make all the other major characters in the novel reflect more on the protagonist, like Ralph, Osmond, Madam Merle who have reflected more on the protagonist , they have function as being characters, they have another function in the novel like confidence, and advisor.


Exam
Maybe, there are essays, short notes, references questions, and don't narrate the plot of the story. You have to be aware of the plot and use details of incidents and situations to support whatever point you are talking about, for example you are talking about Isabel search for her independence, you have to give me support details from the novel but don't put these details in the form of narrating the novel as a whole, just give me specific situations to support your idea, like she was really going search for her independence, the problems she has met, how she has faced that, did she really find her independence?.
*Definitely, read your lectures, the points I have focused on will appear in the exam. 

*The arrangement of the essay question is going to be like writing an introduction, be careful of the organization and the language of the essay. 
What I'm going to see in your examination is your ability to put your understanding and appreciation of the novel in organized way. 
*The essay contains an introduction, conclusion and three body paragraphs; you have two hours in exam, so you may write two body paragraphs, introduction and conclusion. You have to start the body paragraph with topic sentence, with an idea. For an example, you never start paragraph saying" Isabel left America to go to England", but I expect you start with, if the essay is about search for independence, "I think something about the search of independence in the novel related to Isabel" and say what you want to say about this, like for example that Isabel went to search for her independence but due to the culture background or actually lack of knowledge and different personal traits, she fails to achieve her independence.
*You have to give me an argument, you say something and throughout the body paragraphs you try to prove this, each body paragraph will start with a topic sentence like for example, we follow the protagonist search for independence, in the first paragraph, you can talk about how we see Isabel at the beginning insisting on her independence, you formulate the topic sentence say that" we see Isabel as a young a American woman was keen of achieving her independence" you prove that idea by giving details from the novel.
In the second paragraph another topic sentence, may be another stage of her independence, when she exaggerated in following her independence with money she has got, the freedom that was allowed to her to travel alone and to see people and to make new friendship.
The third paragraph can be about the stage when she feel that she has lost her independence when she made a wrong decision to marry the wrong man, then you explain how she lost her independence and how we feel she transformed. Then you come to the conclusion, the easiest way to write conclusion is to restate, you say something, commentary about the basic statement, you relate what you have said in the basic statement, may be to other novels, real life situations, and may be to you. If you put your opinion, your own appreciation to the novel, or you own experiment in the conclusion, make sure that it is really direct related to the point that you are discussing. 

*Each paragraph consists of 8 sentences; one example isn't enough for each idea, minimum 2 examples. May be essay contains approximately 500 words. 
*We have one big, major idea, it is the basic statement and smaller ideas related to it are the topic sentences.
*Make sure that you underline these statements and the topic sentences in each paragraph. 

*Short notes: if you have short note, it will be one paragraph, over around 100 words. 
*May be there is reference to contact (question of quotations to analysis). 
* Proofread your answer because there are language mistakes, so make sure you revise. 
*focus your ideas, make sure that you give me enough ideas, and put more than one main idea in the same paragraph. I'm looking for four ideas in the question. 

*Background helps you to see the novel in its bigger topic, if I said social commentary in Mrs. Dalloway; you need some background knowledge about the war, states of people during the war period and the effect of the war and so on. 

                                                                                      Good Luck …[image: image1.png]
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