sociolinguistics

Chapter 3                                                                                                             language and Ethnic group



· There are differences between the English spoken by whites and black in America.
· Speakers acquire the linguistic characteristics  of those they live in close contact with.

There are differences between black speech and white speech .

· Some of the grammatical Characteristics of BEV ( black vernacular English)

· Examples of BEV: 

· She come in the classroom, she be nice.
The correct answer is : She comes in the classroom, she is nice

· She never have a smile.
The correct answer is : she never has a smile.

· If you bad, you spirit goin’ to hell.
The correct answer is :  if you are bad, you spirit is going to hell.

· ‘cause doesn’t nobody really know. 
The correct answer is: because nobody really knows.

· You ain’t goin’ to no heaven.
The correct answer is: you are not going to heaven.


· Differences between black English (BvE) and other form of English.

1- Many black speakers don’t have (s) in 3rd person singular present tense : 

e.g.                                                     1- He go.                        2- it come.


2- Absence of the copula (to be ) in the present tense:
e.g.             1- she nice.                  2- he not American.                       3- If you good, you going to heaven.

3- The use of be as a finite verb :
e.g.         1- she be nice and happy.                                                      2- they sometimes be angry.

4- Rules for question in version in indirect questions in black English (Bve) differ from those in standard English.

e.g.                                                            1- I asked Mary to where did she go last night.

5- Use of (it) instead of (there): 
e.g.                                                                                 1- it’s a boy in my class.



6- In black English (Bve) if a sentence has a negative indefinite(nobody, nothing) the negative aux (doesn’t, can’t) can be place at the beginning of the sentence: 
e.g.                                                   1- Can’t nobody do nothing about it.
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