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Poetry (5)

Cavalier poets: For the most part they are concerned with love. The first one we’re going to speak about is Thomas Carew. 
· Thomas Carew (1595 – 1640): 

He died so young almost at the age of 45 years old. He was the most painstaking poetic craftsman (حرفي). He was working hard on his poetry. حرفية الشعر في الفورم. So he was so famous for working hard on his poems. And he was interested in criticizing things in verse. 
A Song: Ask me no more where Jove bestows By Thomas Carew
Ask me no more where Jove bestows,

When June is past, the fading rose;

For in your beauty’s orient deep

These flowers, as in their causes, sleep.

Ask me no more whither do stray 

The golden atoms of the day; 

For in pure love heaven did prepare 

Those powders to enrich your hair. 

Ask me no more whither doth haste 

The nightingale, when May is past; 

For in your sweet dividing throat 

She winters, and keeps warm her note. 

Ask me no more where those stars ’light, 

That downwards fall in dead of night; 

For in your eyes they sit, and there 

Fixed become, as in their sphere. 

Ask me no more if east or west 

The phoenix builds her spicy nest; 

For unto you at last she flies, 

And in your fragrant bosom dies. 
Ask me no more where Jove bestows,

When June is past, the fading rose;

For in your beauty’s orient deep

These flowers, as in their causes, sleep.
· We notice the repetition of the first phrase “ask me no more”; it creates some music and it is called refrain; it’s one of the musical devices. Refrain is the repetition of certain words, phrases, or lines in a poem. 

· Jove is one of the gods in Greek mythology. June is the month. Don’t ask me where the beauty of the fading roses goes. You know during summer there are no roses; there are flowers but no roses. Roses are (الورد الأبيض والأحمر). So during summer we have many kinds of flowers, but for roses which are really the most beautiful they are very delicate and they don’t stand high temperature and hot weather. So after June is past, and we start with July and August, where does the beauty of roses go? Don’t ask me. She is very beautiful. When they want to praise something for its beauty they say it has this oriental touch. 

· So now he is praising the beauty of roses. The keyword here is “causes”. (Causes) means reasons. But cause as in Aristotle’s philosophy, and we know how the old English poets during the 16th century, they didn’t have any heritage, any tradition or so; this tradition continues, until now when they want to write good poetry or so, they go back to Aristotle, to Plato, to the Greeks and Latin. 
· In Aristotle’s philosophy, anything on earth has a cause. For him nothing dies, but there is a cause for the life of every living creature on earth. E.g. trees have fruits and the fruits have seeds inside, and the seeds will be planted again to have a new tree, and new tree means new fruits, and fruits will be food for human beings and animals, and so other lives are continuing. So everyone has a purpose. So here don’t ask me where the beauty of roses goes? Does it die? No, because it is in you, you are the cause, you carry the beauty of roses. In spring they will take beauty again from you, so you are the source of beauty, as the seeds are the source of the tree, as fathers are the source of new generations. So she is the cause of beauty of roses.  
Ask me no more whither do stray

The golden atoms of the day;

For in pure love heaven did prepare

Those powders to enrich your hair.
· The golden atoms of day are the sunrays. Now don’t tell me where they do they go after sunset. As if the sun rays when they fade they become like powder in order to enrich her golden hair; she is blonde. And as if the sun in the next day will take the golden color of its rays from her hair. This is exaggeration till the end. We can say it is hyperbole: exaggeration. 

Ask me no more whither doth haste

The nightingale, when May is past;

For in your sweet dividing throat

She winters, and keeps warm her note.
· The nightingale is that bird which seems like البلابل. So after spring, where does that beautiful voice go? “She” refers here to the nightingale. The word “Winters” means spends winter. Keep warm her note means to preserve the beauty of the voice. What is the cause of the beautiful voices of the nightingale? It is her dividing throat. Her throat can divide notes, like dividing the notes of a musical instrument. So even the voices of birds, the nightingale, they are taken from her. 

Ask me no more where those stars ’light,

That downwards fall in dead of night;

For in your eyes they sit, and there

Fixed become, as in their sphere.
· After the night vanishes and day starts, where do the beautiful stars go? In your eyes they sit and they don’t go. 

Ask me no more if east or west

The phoenix builds her spicy nest;

For unto you at last she flies,

And in your fragrant bosom dies.
· What is the myth of the phoenix? The myth says that the phoenix went to fire by itself and it was burned, and after centuries it rose again, stronger than before. Here we have another allusion. Before we had an illusion to Aristotle’s causes, and here we have allusions to the phoenix, and all are taken from the Greek either philosophy or mythology. 

· Ask me no more if the phoenix is going to die in the east or in the west. In your bosom she (the phoenix) dies. As if his beloved was the fire where the phoenix dies and comes to life again. 

· The images are very new and original; they remind us a little of the metaphysical poems. They are interested in love songs like the 16th century but they are different also. They are innovating things and they have new imagery and so on. The influence of the age is very clear. Although the subject matters and the themes are different from the metaphysical (no religion here, no very strange and rough kind of poetry), it is musical, it is light, but also it is witty, but the wit here is common between the metaphysical and the cavalier poets, in Carew’s poem. 
· The subject matter is beauty of the beloved, praising the beloved. 
· The theme:

She is the cause of everything on earth, the beauty of sunrays, the beauty of roses, and the beauty of the voice of the nightingale; she is even the cause of death and life. The theme is the importance of his beloved. She is the cause of life and beauty. In fact, here the theme is to prove that she is so important to him. She is the cause of beauty, the cause of beauty of sunrays; she is even the cause of making the sun rise again because the sun takes the golden color from her hair. She is the source of all beauties on earth. 

· At the end the hyperbole (exaggeration) reaches its extreme when he says he that she is the source of death and life of the phoenix, according to Greek mythology. He is not comparing her to others like the sun or anything, because she is the source which is stronger. It’s not a metaphor; it’s stronger than a metaphor. 
· The form: 
The poem consists of 5 quatrains. 
· The rhyme scheme:

· It consists of couplets as the cavaliers were interested in couplets: (AA BB CC DD EE FF GG HH II JJ). In the 18th century you will find that couplets were controlling their songs. 

When change comes it appears then slowly and gradually it prevails. Then another school, philosophy, concept or idea comes and the previous is terminated. 
· So it is written in heroic couplets; they are heroic because the poem consists of iambic pentameter couplets. It is heroic because the same form was used in writing epics and great poetry of Homer, Virgil and so on. 
· The language is very simple and very light. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· John Suckling (1609 – 1642):

He died very young, at 33 years old. At that age they are not so mature and they don’t have much experience in life, as all young men and young women. This is nature. Maybe if they lived longer they would write about other topics, themes and subject matters. Some critics call him natural and easy. He believed that poetry should be natural, easy and spontaneous. He is not like Carew. We said that Carew worked hard for his poems. Suckling is so natural, easy and spontaneous, not to take care of form and the craftsmanship of writing poetry. In his poetry he imitated and exaggerated the informal, the colloquial qualities; his language is not so formal, not elegant. This is why he’s spontaneous and comes so easy. 
Why so pale and wan, fond lover? By John Suckling

Why so pale and wan, fond lover?

Prithee, why so pale?--

Will, when looking well can't move her,

Looking ail prevail?

Prithee, why so pale?

Why so dull and mute, young sinner?

Prithee, why so mute?--

Will, when speaking well can't win her,

Saying nothing do't? (do it)
Prithee, why so mute?

Quit, quit, for shame! this will not move,

This cannot take her--

If of herself she will not love,

Nothing can make her:

The Devil take her!
· Of course here there is an addressee, he is addressing his friend. One of his friends is in love and is fond of his beloved متيم. 
· Prithee means for God’s sake; an expression in old English. 
· If you don’t move her when you are fresh, active and happy, would you move her when you look pale?! He is blaming him. Why do you think the lover looks so pale to attract his beloved? This is the kind of courtly love we studied in the 16th century. During the 16th century they were dealing with courtly love which means one sees a woman and they fall in love, fulfill their sexual needs, and he starts suffering because she is ignoring him and not exchanging love with him and so at the end nothing happens and he continues suffering till forever. Suckling is making fun of and criticizing that kind of love. If looking well can’t win her, looking ill will do?! 

· Dull and mute: not speaking. Sinner: in courtly love they fall in love with married women. An impossible kind of love. 

· It is so ironical, criticizing courtly love, criticizing those young lovers who don’t think. He is addressing him so spontaneously and so easy but at the same time he is so ironical. You will not win her to be your beloved. 
· The subject matter:

He is addressing his friend who fell in love with the wrong woman. 

· The theme:
The theme is criticizing courtly love. It is the kind of love which aims at nothing, only suffering. It’s love for the sake of love, not for the lady but for the idea of love. Like adolescents, they don’t think. They fall in love only for the sake of the idea. They love the idea of love; they don’t love a person; they love a person in their dreams.
· The form: 
It is a lyric consisting of three stanzas, and each stanza consists of five lines. We have refrain “why so….prithee… why so…”. He is repeating the same lines with different situations. 

· The rhyme scheme: ABABB 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Richard Lovelace (1618 – 1667):- 
Lovelace and Suckling are considered as the leaders of the cavalier poets, though they were quite different as writers. He was seriously concerned with the art of painting. It means he can describe and his poetry will have a lot of description. 

Richard Lovelace: 'To Lucasta, Going to the Wars
Tell me not (Sweet) I am unkind,

  That from the Nunnery

Of thy chaste breast, and quiet mind,

  To War and Arms I flee.

True, a new Mistress now I chase,

  The first Foe in the Field;

And with a stronger Faith embrace

  A Sword, a Horse, a Shield.

Yet this inconstancy is such

  As you too shall adore;

I could not love thee, Dear, so much,

  Loved I not Honour more.
· He is telling his beloved don’t tell me that I’m kind because I’m leaving your nunnery. Nunnery here means she is the one who takes care of him and he sleeps on her breasts and he has no worries when he’s with her. So don’t tell me that I’m unkind because I’m leaving all this to war and to the army. They were fighting for the king so he was leaving her to go to war. 
· Mistress means another love or woman. Foe: enemy. The new mistress is the enemy in the field I’m going to a stronger faith more than your love; something which I love more than you, which is the sword, the horse, and the shield. 
· Inconstancy means to be inconsistent and change lovers. I cannot love you so much if I don’t love honor. He is a knight and a knight one of his most important characteristics is to be a soldier in the army. And if he cannot love being a soldier so much, wouldn’t be able to love her so much. And you know the knight has certain qualities. Until now, when we want to describe a gentleman who is so handsome, so caring, so adorable, we say that he has the ethics of a knight يتحلى بأخلاق الفارس مثل الشجاعة والإخلاص.
· So if he doesn’t love honor (to be sincere to the king, honorable in the battlefield, and to be faithful to others like his friends and so on), if he doesn’t have all these qualities he will not be able to love her so much. 

· The form:

It is a lyric consisting of three stanzas, and each stanza consists of four lines (quatrains).

· The Rhyme scheme: (ABAB)

· The subject matter: a love song. 
· The theme: He is speaking about the qualities of a real knight; being honorable, faithful, loving, caring, sincere, strong, and so on. 
· The conclusion: they are all love poems but different from the love poems of the 16th century. They are all witty, simple, and colloquial. 
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