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 Sociolinguistics-Dr. M. Al-Hilal 

 Lecture  3- Sociolinguistics 

In this Lecture, we will discuss the following: 

1- The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis. The hypothesis refers to two 

parts: 

 خضئ١ٓ ػٍٝ ٟٚ٘ ٚسف عبث١ش فشظ١خ : 

A. Linguistic relativity          اٌٍغ٠ٛخ إٌغج١خ  

B. Linguistic determinism      اٌٍغ٠ٛخ اٌحز١ّخ  

 Chapter 3 

1- Language and Politics 

 ٚاٌغ١بعخ اٌٍغخ 

2- Ideology 

 (العقيدة) ٠ذٌٛخ١خالا 

3- Role of Language in establishing ideology 

 الا٠ذ٠ٌٛٛخ١خ رأع١ظ فٟ اٌٍغخ دٚس 

4- Political discourse. 

 اٌغ١بعٟ اٌخطبة 

 Presupposition 

 ٌفشظ١خا 

 Implicatur  

 اٌزؼش٠ط 

 Persuasive language. 

 ٌّمٕؼخاٌٍغخ ا 

 Rhetorical devices 

 ٌ١خجلاغٌاٛع١ٍخ ا 
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The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis     ورف سابير فرضيت 

 The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis 

 ٚسف عبث١ش فشظ١خ : 

 There is a causative link between culture and language. 

 ٚاٌثمبفخ اٌٍغخ ث١ٓ عججٟ ساثػ ٕ٘بن 

 A community’s cultural experience shapes their language. 

 ٌغزُٙ ١ًزشىٌ اٌّدزّغ ثمبفخ ردشثخ 

Eg.      Coffee 

 

      English        Japanese (ambiguous) 

          Hot coffee                           : hot/iced?? 

                                   
 

2-The hypothesis refers to two parts: 

 A. Linguistic relativity               اٌٍغ٠ٛخ إٌغج١خ  

 B. Linguistic determinism           اٌٍغ٠ٛخ اٌحز١ّخ  

A. Linguistic relativity النسبيت اللغويت 

 Languages of different cultures involve distinct systems 

of representation which are not necessarily equivalent. 

 ًّرىْٛ لا اٌزٟٚ ٍزّث١ًٌ ّخزٍفخاٌ ٔظّخٌلأ اٌّخزٍفخ اٌثمبفبد ٌغبد رش 

  ثمبفزٙب غتح ثبٌعشٚسح ِزىبفئخ
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Eg. The student bought the book language 

 Tense distinction is included. Past form of buy 

(bought) 

English 

Specifies whether the action was witnessed by 

somebody or not 

Turkish 

tense distinction is optional  Indonesian 

Gender distinction is included  Russian 

 Speakers of different languages refer to different 

aspects of the world. That is their language affect the 

way they think. 

 لاْ ، اٌؼبٌُ ٙزاث ٚاٌزفى١ش إٌظش خٛأت خزلاقلا اٌّخزٍفخ اٌٍغبد رش١ش 

 اٌزفى١ش غش٠مخ ػٍٝ رؤثش اٌٍغخ

2-The hypothesis refers to two parts: 

 خضأ٠ٓ إٌٝ اٌفشظ١خ رش١ش  

A. Linguistic relativity    اٌٍغ٠ٛخ إٌغج١خ     

B. Linguistic determinism      اٌٍغ٠ٛخ اٌحز١ّخ 

A. Linguistic relativity الحتميت اللغويت 

 Languages of different cultures involve distinct systems of 

representation which are not necessarily equivalent. 

 ٞٛؼبديرز لا اٌزٟ اٌزّث١ً ِٓ ِز١ّضح ٔظُ ػٍٝ اٌّخزٍفخ اٌثمبفبد ٌغبد رٕط 

  .ثبٌعشٚسح

Eg. Arabic:  صاسد ٔبد٠ب صذ٠مزٙب 

English:        Nadia visited her friend. 
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 Speakers of different languages refer to different 

aspects of the world. That is their language affect the 

way they think. 

 ٚو١ف١خ حٌٛه ٌٍؼبٌُ ٚرشخزّه فّٙه غش٠مخ رحذد ثٙب رزحذس اٌزٟ اٌٍغخ 

 ِٚؼبسفه ا١ٌٗ ٔظشن

2-The hypothesis refers to two parts: 

 خضأ٠ٓ إٌٝ ٌفشظ١خا رش١ش  

 A. Linguistic relativity   

 B. Linguistic determinism 

B. Linguistic determinism: language affects the thought 

processes of its speakers. 

 اٌّزى١ٍّٓ رفى١ش ػ١ٍّبد ػٍٝ اٌٍغخ ؤثشر :اٌٍغ٠ٛخ اٌحز١ّخ 

 The language you speak determines the way that you will 

interpret the world around you. 

 حٌٛه اٌؼبٌُ رفغش عٛف اٌزٟ اٌطش٠مخ حذدر ٙبثىٍُ رز اٌزٟ اٌٍغخ 

 Our language determines how we see the world (we can’t see 

things another way) 

 (أخشٜ طش٠مخث الأش١بء ٔشٜ أْ ٔغزط١غ لا) اٌؼبٌُ ٔشٜ و١ف ٌغزٕب حذدر 

 language and its structures limit and determine human 

knowledge or thought 

 ٠خاٌفىش أٚ اٌجشش٠خ اٌّؼبسف ٚرحذ٠ذ ١٘بوٍٙب دذحرٚ اٌٍغخ 

 individuals experience the world based on the grammatical 

structures they habitually use 

 بٌؼبٌُث ػبدح ٠غزخذِٛٔٙب اٌزٟ اٌٍغ٠ٛخ اٌج١ٕخ إٌٝ اعزٕبدا   الأفشاد ردشثخ 
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Chapter 3 Language and Politics 

 What is meant by politics: 

 ثبٌغ١بعخ اٌّمصٛد ِب  : 

 Politics is concerned with power: the power to make 

decisions, to control resources, to control other people’s 

behavior and values. 

 الافشاد ثغٍٛن ٍزحىٌُ - ثبٌثشٚح ٌٍزحىُ -اٌمشاس ٌصٕغ اٌمٛح:  ثبٌمٛح خِزؼٍم اٌغ١بع١خ 

  ٚل١ُّٙ الاخش٠ٓ

 There is no keeping out of politics. Politics can involve most 

aspects of life. 

 اٌح١بح خٛأت اغٍت فٟ رشزشن لأٙب اٌغ١بعخ اثؼبد ٠ّىٓ لا 

 

Every day’s decisions and politics. والسياست يوم كل القراراث   

 Eg.In a supermarket                   

 Buying some brand of coffee rather than another: 

 ٟالاخش ػٓ ثذلا اٌمٙٛح ِٓ ٔٛع ششاء -اٌغٛثشِبسوذ ف 

 When you choose specific brand you make a small contribution 

to the continued existence of a particular company. 

 ٚخٛد عزّشاس٠ٗلا صغ١شح ِغبّ٘خ رمذَ فبٔذ ِؼ١ٕخ لٙٛح ِبسوخ ٔٛع رخزبس ح١ّٕب 

  ششوخاٌ
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 Eg. Recycled paper goods  or non-recycled paper goods 

 Organically grown vegetable or genetically modified 

vegetables. 

 ٚساث١ب اٌّؼذٌخ اٌخعشٚاد أٚ ػع٠ٛب اٌخعش. 

 Imported food or food produced in your country. 

 ثٍذوُ فٟ رٕزح اٌزٟ اٌغزائ١خ اٌّٛاد أٚ اٌّغزٛسدح الأغز٠خ. 

 

Politics and Ideology   يديولوجيتوالأ هالسياس

 How to achieve political beliefs. 

 السياسيت المعتقداث تحقيق كيفيت 

1- Physical coercion 

 ٖاٌدغذٞ الاوشا  

 Associated with dictatorial regimes 

 اٌذوزبرٛس٠خ ٔظّخبلأث ِشرجػ 

2- Legal laws  

 ٓاٌششػ١خ اٌمٛا١ٔ  

 Associated with democratic regimes 

 اٌذ٠ّٛلشاغ١خ ٔظّخلأثب ِشرجػ 

Eg. Laws for car parking, places where you can drink alcohol, etc. 

3- Persuasion and consent.   

 ٚاٌّٛافمخ الالٕبع  

 Persuade people to act voluntarily in the way you want 

 رش٠ذ٘ب اٌزٟ ثبٌطش٠مخ غٛػب ثبٌؼًّ إٌبط الٕبع 

 What you want is what your people want. 

 إٌبط ش٠ذ٠ٖ ِبٚ رش٠ذ ِبرا. 

 To achieve this we need ideology 

 ا٠ذ٠ٌٛٛخ١خ) فىشاٌ اٌٝ ٔحزبج رٌه ٌزحم١ك( 
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Ideology 

 Ideology: الايديولوجيت : 

 Any set of beliefs which, to people who hold them, appear to 

be logical and natural. 

 ٞٗٚغج١ؼ١ ِٕٗطم١ جذٚرٚ إٌبط ٠حٍّٙب اٌزٟ اٌّؼزمذاد ِٓ ِدّٛػخ ا 

 Questioning the ideology: 

 ً٘ ٓاٌؼم١ذح فٟ اٌزشى١ه ٠ّى : 

 Difficult                                 صؼت         

 Challenging                           ًرحذٞ ٠شى                          

 appears not to make sense     ِٕطم١ب ٠جذٚ لا  

 A price to be paid.                 ٠ذفغ اْ ثذ لا ثّٓ ٕ٘بن  

 

Political Discourse   السياسي باخطال

1- Presupposition     الافزشاض     

2- Implicature          اٌزؼش٠ط  

 These are two main tools that can lead the hearer to make 

assumptions about the existence of information that is not made 

explicit in what is actually said. 

 حٛي افزشاظبد ٠عغ لاْ غغبِاٌ رمٛد اْ ٠ّىٓ اٌزٟ اعبع١ز١ٓ ادار١ٓ ٟ٘ رٍه 

  فؼلا ػٕٙب ٠صشذ ٌُ ِؼٍِٛبد ٚخٛد

 Eg. Why did you kill your wife?            ًصٚخزه لزٍذ ٌّبرا: ِث  

 This sentence presupposes that the listener has really killed his 

wife. 

 ٖصٚخزٗ لزً حمب   اٌّغزّغ أْ ِغجمب   ٠فزشض اٌدٍّخ ٘ز. 
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Presupposition    الافتراض 

 Presupposition is the background assumption embedded within 

a sentence or a phrase. 

 ؼجبسحاٌ اٚ دٍّخاٌ ظّٓ ظب٘ش غ١ش اِش فزشاضلأا 

 Eg.-We want to set people free. (British conservative 

politician). 

 (ثش٠طبٟٔ ع١بعِٟحبفع ) أشخبص ٌزؼ١١ٓ ٔش٠ذ إٔٔب. 

 This example presupposes that people are not currently free. 

 أحشاسا   ١ٌغٛا إٌبط أْ اٌّثبي ٘زا ٠فزشض 

 

How to use presupposition in a sentence? 

 جملتال في أساس استخدام كيفيت
1- Adjectives, especially comparative adjectives. 

 ِٕٙب اٌّمبسٔخ خصٛصب:  اٌصفبد 

 Eg. Good better 

 We need a better teacher. (presupposes that the current teacher is not 

good) 

 ٓ( غ١ش ِف١ذ اٌحبٌٟ اٌّذسط ٠ؼٕٟ) افعً ٌّذسط ثحبخخ ٔح 

 Fair fairer  

 The government will introduce a fairer funding for schools. 

 (Presupposes that the current funding is not fair). 

 (ػبدي ١ٌظ اٌحبٌٟ اٌز٠ًّٛ أْ ٠فزشض.) 

2- Possessives   اٌٍّى١خ 

Eg. We will not talk about Sally’s problems any more. 

(Presupposes that we have talked before and that Sally has problems.) 

 ( رحذ٠ذا ع١ٍٟ ِشبوً ٚػٓ لجٍٙب رحذثٕب إٔب ٠ؼٕٟ) ع١ٍٟ ِشبوً ػٓ ٔزحذس ٌٓ الاْ ثؼذ  
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How to use presupposition in a sentence 

 جملت في أساس استخدام كيفيت

3- Questions instead of statements 

 اٌزمش٠ش ػٓ ثذلا اٌغؤاي                Eg. Is it not now time to study hard? 

Presupposes that the listener did not study hard. 

 ٌُ( خ١ذا ٠زاوش ٌُ أٗ ٠ؼٕٟ) ؟ اٌد١ذح ٌٍّزاوشح اٌٛلذ ٠حٓ أ 

 Eg. Do not you think that we should make use of our time? 

 Presupposes that we have wasted our time? 

 ٚلزٕب؟ ٠ع١غ لذ ٠فزشض 

 

Implicature. 

 Implicature leads the listener to infer something that was not explicitly 

asserted by the speaker. 

 صشاحخ اٌّزىٍُ ػ١ٍٗ ٠ؤوذ ٌُ ش١ئب اٌغبِغ ٠فُٙ: اٌزؼش٠ط 

 Characteristics. 

 ٗخصبئص : 

 Implicature operates over more than one sentence. 

 ًّخٍّخ ِٓ ثبوثش ٠ؼ  

 Implicature depends on shared knowledge between the speaker and the 

hearer. 

 ٚاٌّزحذس اٌغبِغ ث١ٓ اٌّشزشوخ اٌّؼشظخ ػٍٝ ٠ؼزّذ  

 Implicature depends on the surrounding context of the discourse. 

 اٌخطبة ع١بق ػٍٝ ٠ؼزّذ 

 Eg. A: Will Sally be at the meeting this afternoon?  

B. Her car broke down.  

    Implicature:  Sally won't be at the meeting. 

 


