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e Sociolinguistics-Dr. M. Al-Hilal
e Lecture 5-Sociolinguistics

In this Lecture, we will discuss the following:

e Media Voices: accent and Register

e variation in register
audl (& il o
e Public participation in the Media
eyl b ) seenl) A8 5Lia o
e Language, society and virtual power.
Al dlli) 5 adinall g 421l o
o social identity dosLadiay) 4 g¢l)
o Netiquette Netiquette
e Cyberspace: a socially powerful community? \
Lelaia) s 8 aaine 155 Sy cLiadll o
e Language and gender
oaall g 4zll) o
e How is English sexist?
% laiVL Guinll ¢ 5 g GBS o
e Characteristics of Sexist language
ouiall 4alll ool o
e Symmetry and asymmetry

S axe 5 Jiladll o
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Media Voices. kil gl &) gual

e What accent is used in the media?9ade YL 4asiiciall dagll) A La

Received Pronunciation (advanced RP) BBC English mainstream (RP)
e Received Pronunciation (advanced RP):
sbiall (3lail)
e Refers to the accent used by the educated and the wealthy.
LY s Cnadriall U8 e deddiiosal) U ) 0l
e |t gave no indication of what part of the country the speaker came from
Al Ay (e g jad el Le ) iy ol
e BBC English:
e A pronunciation of British English based on the speech of the upper class of
southeastern England
| lai) (3 o sin (pe Llall Al (oo ) Talii iy ) & 30y ) a0 (3o
e Mainstream (RP): 011 )Ll
e An accent which sounds less formal than advanced RP and is the one that most
people in Britain generally hear when they listen to newsreaders on national
television.

DY) U Ly 5o 8 el alies dransy Lo sae 5 salal) mali ) adiad dpans y 8 daglll 5o

Variation in Register.

e What is Register?
Cliauall sa L
e Register is the way that language can systematically vary
according to the situation in which it is used.

Led andiisd Al Al 1885 e JSy alias ol oSy 3l 45, jla g Jaastll
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e Variation in Register can be in & Jaadl) CBUAS (6 o)) (S
v’ Sentence structure, Alaall 4.l

v Pronunciation (ahill
v'Vocabulary il ydall

Three factors that determine variation in register.
Jaaeddl) A culil) aaad A1) DAY Ja) gad)

e Field: refers to the subject matter of the discourse
Glladll ¢ sm e (J) ndy 1 Jisll @
e Tenor: refers to the role being played by the speaker
Al 4y o i (S A sl Nl s s ad) e
e Mode: refers to the medium of communication, e.g. speech or writing.
Sl WS e i Ay ) s s sl
e E.G
e the weather forecast contains technical vocabulary relating to temperature,
high and low pressure, cyclones, etc.,
e Field = weather forecast
e Tenor = weather reported
e Mode = technical vocabulary (temperature, high and low pressure)
= asmall sun to represent sunshine
= arrows for the direction of the wind, etc.
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Public participation in the media

e What are the reasons for allowing the public to participate in the
media? (TV shows)

Cadle Yl 8 A8 HLially ) seandl manst U L) & Lo o
1-This provides the opportunity for democratic debate in the
media.

Ay b Akl el Aiilid da i e 13a e
2- This can depoliticize some important issues by presenting them
for public debate.

Aalal) Aidliall Lea yha Al daledl Lladll (and (Aoulend) Lnall ¢ 33) o @
3-This opens up access to an important public domain for people
whose voices and opinions are not usually heard on television.

i ¥ Ll )l 5 Ll gual 1) Car il dalall Sl () e sl AilSa) iy 120 @
O 528 G sale
4- This provides a powerful space for the voices of ordinary people
to be privileged over the voices of institutional representatives
whose opinions and views usually predominate in the media.
ey ) geal e B jaaia ) sS cmaladl Gl G a4y g dalie jig 100 e
" Ay sile 3pd il Clea gy ol SV A aliaall

Language, society and virtual power

e Computer mediated communication (CMC)4x swladl cylaiy)
e This includes different forms of interactions ranging from email
to newsgroup
SV s ASIY) a a sl S e ) e Aalide YIS Jady 138 o
DLAY) de sane
o Social identity‘slaiay) 4, 54l
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e In the early days of CMC it was thought that this new medium
would result in more democratic communication, because a
person’s social identity (their gender, ethnicity, age) can be
hidden in the virtual world.

VLl (A (o2 i aaal) Al sl ol aiay A suladl YLD Y1 ALY 8 o
O B (Dandls Gl s piall) elaia¥) paddll 435 (Y dubl jias S

(oal Y Al 8 dadaa () SS

e However, this is not the case as stereotypical interpretations of

gendered behavior still prevail:
uuomb.nd\)ﬂydjﬁ‘;c\f«ﬂjuw\ L_i\).\.us.\j\ Ja Gl 138 ccﬂbca @
Opesia])

e So you can disguise your identity on the net, the people you
interact with will still make assumptions about who you are
based on what you say and how you say it.

a1 gmacay J1 30 Y Je b cpal) ulall ccn my) e ol g slidl (Ka Y e

A s s Al e o At

Netiquette (short for network etiquette)

e Netiquette refers to the rules that attempt to control social
interaction in the virtual world (cyberspace).
Alall & elaia¥) Jelally oSadll Jgad Al ae) @l J) i3 :Netiquette o
al iy
e E.g. there are rules and codes of behavior which have developed
in order to control the way members of a community behave as
in chat rooms.
il 43y Hhal adinall sliac] aSad Jal Cana g <l slull Cligan g 20 ) 68 llia @
Akl G Jall LS
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Many newsgroups have a FAQ (frequently asked questions) file
which sets out what these rules are,

cac) dll o Lo calall daay- 4 gal g dliud Loal JLAY) Cile gana (e 22l
Inappropriate behavior can get you sanctioned, and possibly
excluded from, a group.

Ao gana (e Bangiuall Ly 5-Lgid) e dhant o S piMa e Ll

E.g. Flaming (aggressive verbal behavior)
spamming (sending unwanted long messages)

Cyberspace: a socially powerful community?

Diverse groups of people, who participate in protests and
campaigns via the internet, can be socially and politically
powerful.
e SBlaally Claladall 8 (68 )l (all-ulll (e de giie Cile sana
(SN PRSI JUPS I JU-WRERY
Example
In case a database such as (Marketplace Households) (listing
details of people and the items they bought) are released.
This can result in intense debate about privacy
dpa padll Jea 48K, cilidlia 8 0% O (Say 108
The debate is not only in newspapers but across internet
newsgroups and bulletin boards.
Cla gl s e iy lal Cile gana yie (S1g Canall 8 dash pd 2580
e Y
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Language and gender iall g 4all)

We will discuss: 581 < g g
asymmetrical representations of women and men
. Why language can be considered sexist?

. Whether women and men use language in different ways

Sex and Genderu«iall £ ¢ig (uindl
Sex refers to biological category, which is usually fixed before
birth.

B35l U8 A ()5S0 La sl il i )l 28 Y il i o
Gender refers to social category, which is associated with certain
Behavior.

O sl lasi 3l dpelaial 438 ) Giall e 50 i @

Sexist language represents women and men unequally, as if
members of one sex were somehow less completely human, or
had fewer rights than members of the other sex.

i slae] IS o8 LS 800 yall 3 jall g Ja ) Jiad 3 jall aa 3 jaaiall 421 o

LAY Gaiad) o 81 5 s e J8 G Sl il e Ll J81 e Le g3 cilS aal
Examples of sexist language

1

WOMEN RULE




ANASF

Characteristics of Sexist language
dadal) 42l 3 jaall cliiall

Sexist language presents stereotypes of women and men
sometimes to the disadvantage of men, but more often to
the disadvantage of women.
a5 8l jall Ldaaill ) geaall (m yai g wind) il e dailll 4211 o
clia sl Gla¥) e S ST S gedlal wllal (sl s
31yl
E.g.
The most common stereotype about women’s speech is
that women talk a lot
S bl Coanti Al o 31l 2SN e AndlEll pdaaill 3 sucall @
Men are strong and do all the work.
husband works, wife stays home
-Men still hold more ‘high-status’ occupations in this
society than women do.
E,8.
Most presidents around the world are men.

-Men still own more property and earn more than women.

i

How is English sexist? s el (wdiall il (i
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e Sexist language can be discussed in two points:
Laa iy aiall Jaill Jle AalE) Zall dd8le (Sa e
1- English language system is inherently sexist
ial) il e 28 At & eyl dall U e
2- Some ways of using language are sexist

i) jaadll e A8 Al aladily 3kl (e e

e Point (1)to what extent English is inherently a sexist language:
};i)d\ Aca lal 3 juatia 43l 4 alas W) (s Lﬂ;i ) (1) iladi o
e Answer: We look for symmetry versus asymmetry in the vocabulary or lexis.
Jexis sl el b Jilaill axe Jilie Jilaill ke o il sl @

Symmetry and asymmetryJilaill ade g Jiladl)

Symmetry asymmetry

generic Man woman Miss/ Mrs/ Ms
female woman man Mr

male man

young child

young female girl

young male boy

adult male = Mr
adult female = Miss, Mrs or Ms

e Any woman who gives her preferred title on a form is revealing
far more information about herself than a man does.
e slaall (e 58S SIS 2 gay Juaie ) sie Wb Jaad ) 3 el (5] e 23S o
¥ day e leedi des

E.g.
e Miss reveals that she is unmarried
e Mrs indicates that she is married

e Ms. does not reveal marital status, in line with title for men

Ms
ﬁ >




ANASF

Divorced feminist; information about your political opinions

e Men do not face this situation as the term Mr does not
indicate all the information we find in women

G ilesleall wren iy Y Al o328 4al 5 Y Ja ) Mr mllaasS o
3l yall & ans

e For next lecture, we will discuss the following
topic
AUl & g gall B (8 g g cAaaldl) 3 pialaall @
e Some ways of using language are sexist

omial anll e AE) Zal) alaaiuy GOkl e e




