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e Sociolinguistics-Dr. M. Al-Hilal
e Lecture 6-Sociolinguistics

¢ In this Lecture, we will discuss the following:
teb Lo (RBL G g <3 pualaal) 0da A 0
e How is English sexist? Some ways of using language are sexist
ol T i o ARl sy Gk (e € A Yl el adill GBS
e Unmarked and marked terms
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5.2.3 Semantic derogation
5.2.4 Sexism in discourse
5.2.4 Sexism in discourse
5.3 Do women and men talk differently?
5.3.1 How much talk?
5.3.2 interruption
5.3.3 Back channel support
5.3.4 hedges and epistemic modal forms
5.3.5 Topic development
Marked and Unmarked terms

3 yan ye 98 e Clalhing @
e Marked means noticeably unusual.
e e bsale JSG iy jaee @
e Marked terms refer to anything which deviates from the norm and this
deviation is signaled by additional information
diloal e glae 3ok e 4l Ly GalaiV) 135 sae Bl e ooy b o)V asm e
e Unmarked jiee &
e Linguistic forms are neutral in so far as they represent the ‘norm’, and
carry no additional information.
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E.g. The unmarked form nurse is often assumed to refer to a woman.
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e To refer to a nurse who is a man, the additional term male is often
added: male nurse (the marked form).
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uMale nurse

Deviates from the norm. Nurse

Carries additional information Repfese”t the.n.orm . |
Marked form Carries no additional information
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Marked and Unmarked terms

e |tis common for ‘unmarked’ terms to refer to males:
Jasl (A it 8 hea pe Glallhina llia o
E.g. waiter-host-actor
e While to refer to a female, the terms are ‘marked’ by adding a suffix such
as —ess.
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E.g. waitress-hostess-actress
e This can make terms used for females different from the ‘standard’
'lad' e caliand UM Aaadiial) Clallaaddl Jass o) (S 13 @
e These examples can be interpreted as sexist because they imply that
‘normal’ or the high status people are men.
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5.2.3 Semantic derogation ¥4l il

e Semantic Derogation. Y2l il
e Semantic is a linguistic term referring to meaning; deroge means ‘to cause
to seem inferior.
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Master vs. Mistress
‘He is my master’
e Usually means ‘he is my boss’ or ‘he has more power than me’.
o S Al g sty o g Al ey Ladlll 38 @
‘She is my mistress’
e Is usually interpreted as meaning ‘she is my illicit lover’.
e gl g e Ll ey ol oy Ble
e Thus, words for women tend to lose status and refer to women with a
sexual connotation.
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e This has clearly happened to mistress and not to master.
Al a5 Aipliall ) - gm0 sy 3

5.2.4 Sexism in discoursectbdll A (uial) (ulad o il

e Sexism is sometimes located not in specific words but in the discourse, i.e. in a
whole utterance or sentence
Sanll ) Bl I ddalaall 8 Lail g cousnd 2SN 8 el a5 36 @
E.g. Lying politicians spin doctors and CHEATING SPORTSMEN (and HUSBANDS) will
suddenly find life uncomfortable.(Robin McKie in The Observer, 10 March 2002)
e The above example shows how sexism in discourse can be used where the reference
is to men (sportsmen and husbands) not women.
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5.2.5 Other explicit examples of sexismcsiad) gubal Jo il dadal g 5 AT AL

e Explicit means clear or obvious = direct examples of sexism

caindl bl e gnaill sl g 5 Al 3T @
E.g. Direct insults.
A journalist explains why media award ceremonies are given so much media
coverage: “We get to see beautiful actresses and interesting actors’. The
Independent newspaper (28 February 2002).
e This shows the emphasis on women’s looks and on men’s personalities.
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E.g. Advertisements<lidley)

In 2002, a well-known chocolate bar appeared with a new label.

Bla dpanly 4d g pre A5Y S od O el <2002 ale A
The label appears to insult girls by clearly stating that this product is “NOT FOR
GIRLS”

"call Gl s il 13 of (T jadie & s s oLl Dila) dandll jelii e
Using a dark blue foil (masculine symbol).

(OS2l 3aal) (S (5,51 48 andii) e
The wrapping has a circular icon of a woman crossed with a red line.
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IT'S NOT FOR GIRLS!

e The product seems to use the term girl and the icon as insults
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5.3 Do women and men talk differently?

e |sthere any difference between men’s and women’s talk?
1 all g Ja )l Cas G B8 gl cllia Ja o
e Common stereotypes about women’s talk:
3 all e Cupaall b dailall laaill () sil) o
a. women talk more than men
b. women never stop talking
e This implies that women’s talk is plentiful but rather pointless.
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e New Research results:
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e Men on the whole talk far more than women.
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e The fact that we tend to assume that women talk more in spite of the evidence
/research indicates that women and women’s activities are undervalued.
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What are the differences between women’s and men’s use of language?
Aall) alad5u Ja i g 31 pall Gy CBSEAY) A La

o Differences at the level of phonology: women and men vary in their pronunciation.
(bl & Ol g el Calins el a1 (5 siue e CADEAY) o
e Syntactic differences: differences in the kinds of grammatical constructions they
use.
L sendiing I Ay il cale i) o) il 8 CladEaY) Ay il 35 4 @
e Discourse differences: differences in the kinds of things they talk about.
Lgic o ganty ) LY gl 8 cladiay) s oladll cladisl o
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5.3.1 How much talk?égaal) JiS o

5.3.2 interruption  4skliall

5.3.3 Back channel supportas il 3L 53 6o

5.3.4 hedges and epistemic modal formsa:é_sall Jailu glf 7z 3lai g ddasci
5.3.5 Topic development 2okl £ g ga

5.3.1 How much talk?

e Research Results:lasy dagis
e 1-In a mixed-sex conversation, the average amount of time for which a man talks is
approximately twice as long as the average amount for which a woman talks.
3 all Comia s Ja )l 4l Caaaty (A gl laie Jama Jau gie Aalidal) Aalaally o
e 2- Boys talk more in front of the class than girls do, and absorb more of the teacher’s
time.
alrall (po SIS) U8 g2l g Caall 8 Uhaa SISOV Y1 e
e As a consequence of this research, changes to teaching styles in the UK have been
made to distribute the amount of classroom talk, and the teacher’s time, more
fairly.
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5.3.2 Interruptiondakliall

e The extent to which men interrupt women ....Men interrupt women more than they
interrupt other men, indicate that men act as if they have more right than women
to speak in mixed-sex conversations, and that women act as if they had less right to
speak than men.
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5.3.3 Back channel support 2! asal)

e Back channel support is the verbal and non-verbal feedback listeners give to
speakers.
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e Research suggests women are often more active than men in supportive roles in

conversation.
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e Listeners can give feedback by saying things like:
Jie oLl Jsil Jad o) cpaaiiddl lac) (S @
mmm, uhuh, yeah,
nodding,
smiling,
and frowning and by other body language including gestures.
Slela) Jodill 6 AY) dall Aal 5 Gunill g @

5.3.4 Hedges and epistemic modal forms

e Hedges are linguistic forms which ‘dilute’ an assertion.
Al Camiad ) 4 ol JISEI a: cillasall @
e E.g.sort of, like, | think and kind of.
e Modal auxiliary verbs
e Can be used to indicate that you don’t want to sound completely certain about something. E.g.
should, would, could, may and might.
(.. San ¢ Lag)) Lo (o (o 3Sle o @) e AVl 20353 sacluall JrdY) o
e Studies suggest that women exploit hedges and epistemic modal forms more than men
sl e ) il saill st slusill o)) Jle Glay) J55 o

Why do women use hedges and epistemic forms?

A. Women are less confident than men and feel nervous about asserting anything too strongly.
558 (od ASU J o (Gaial h}uuj:\s.ad&\‘sh P3| IS
B. women prefer to avoid conflict and to allow disagreement to take place without explicit
confrontation
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5.3.5 Topic developmentcuall £ g ga

e Men and women vary is in the topics they choose to discuss.
A5l Ls g,y il anal gall Ll Jla )l Calis, o

Women, Select more personal Men, prefer more impersonal topics, often
topics: based on factual or technical knowledge

Aaadd e SV gl gall 31 jall 2aa3 ApEtl) o) 4 yrall puial ge Ja il Juady
E.g. family, emotions and E.g. football, cars or home improvements.
friendships.




