    National Commission for Academic Accreditation & Assessment


Course Specification
	Institution: University of Dammam.		

	College/Department: College of Arts/Department of English Language. 


A Course Identification and General Information
	1.  Course title and code: Syntax and Morphology-ADEL 352

	2.  Credit hours: 2 hours.

	3.  Program(s) in which the course is offered: English Department-Bachelor degree.
 

	Name of faculty member responsible for the course: 

	5.  Level/year at which this course is offered: Level six.

	6.  Pre-requisites for this course (if any): ADEL 250:Introuction to Linguistics.


	7.  Co-requisites for this course (if any): None.


	8.  Location if not on main campus: College of Arts in Dammam.





B  Objectives  
	1.  Summary of the main learning outcomes for students enrolled in the course:
By the end of the course, students should be able to:
1. Demonstrate knowledge of he stages and development of Transformational Generative Grammar.
2. Show knowledge of the recent advances in minimalist grammars and Universal Grammar.
3. Apply GG techniques in analysing English structure.
4. Discuss and compare various linguistic, social and psychological theories of grammar.


	2. Briefly describe any plans for developing and improving the course that are being implemented.  (eg increased use of IT or web based reference material,  changes in content as a result of new research in the field):



C.  Course Description  (Note:  General description in the form to be used for the Bulletin or Handbook should be attached)

	1 Topics to be Covered 


	List of Topics
	No of
Weeks
	Contact hours

	Orientation:
1. Mark division.
2. Topics to be covered in the course and objectives.
3. Material used.
4. Class room rules.
Introduction:
1. Definition of Morphology
2. Definition and types of morpheme
a. free      b. bound
3. The scope of  morphology

	1
	2

	1. Inflectional paradigms:
a. The noun paradigm
b. The verb paradigm
c. The comparable paradigm
2. Paradigmatic gap and suppletion

	1
	2

	Lexical morphology:
1. word formation processes:
a. Derivation (form classes)


	1
	2

	
Lexical morphology:
1. Word formation processes:
b. Invention
c. Echoism
d. Clipping
e. Acronymy
f. Blending
g. Backformation
h. Reduplication

	1
	2

	Lexical morphology:
Word formation processes:
i. Compounding
	1
	2

	In-term test 
	1
	2

	Introduction to syntax and syntactic theories
· Generative and transformational grammar
· The GB theories and the Modules of grammar
· The PP theory 
· Minimalism and recent deveolpment
	1
	2

	The Chomskyian perspective on language study
· Linguistics as a science of  language
· Descriptive adequacy
· Grammaticality and acceptability
· Parameters and universal grammar
· The new comparative grammar
	1
	2

	The lexicon and sentence structure
· The units of syntactic analysis
· Words and phrases
· Predicates and arguments
· Subcategorization
· The projection principle
	1
	2

	Phrase structure
· The structure of phrases
· The structure of sentences
· Structural relations
· Learnability and binary branching
· Features and labels
	1
	2

	Case theory
· Morphological and abstract case
· Structural case: Nom and Acc
· Adjacency and case assignment
· visibility
	1
	2

	Anaphoric relations and overt NPs
· reflexives
· Anaphors
· Referential expression
· NP types and features
Non-overt categories: Pro and Control
	1
	2

	Transformations: NP-movement
· Movement transformations
· NP-movement
· Chains and movement
· Subjects and derived subjects
· Wh-movement
	1
	2

	Logical form, barriers and minimality
· The ECP
· Maximal projections
· PRO
· Subjacency
· Functional heads
· Locality in syntax
· A brief sketch of the minimalist program
	1
	2

	Assignment discussion
revision
	1
	2



	2 Course components (total contact hours per semester): 		

	Lecture: 
	Tutorial:  -
2
	Laboratory: -
none
	Practical/Field work/Internship: -
	Other: -



	3. Additional private study/learning hours expected for students per week. (This should be an average :for the semester not a specific requirement in each week)
Each student needs from 2-to-3 hours of study at home per week 



	4. Development of Learning Outcomes in Domains of Learning  
For each of the domains of learning shown below indicate:
· A brief summary of the knowledge or skill the course is intended to develop; 
· A description of the teaching strategies to be used in the course to develop that knowledge or  skill;
· The methods of student assessment to be used in the course to evaluate learning outcomes in the domain concerned.

	a. Knowledge  

	(i) Description of the knowledge to be acquired
Students should know the following:
1. The definition, area and scope of morphology.
2. The definition and types of morphemes: free and bound
3. The scope of morphology:
a. Inflections: inflectional paradigms
b. Word formation processes with special focus on derivation
c. Compounding
d. Syntactic terminology
e. The Chomskyian perspective on language study
f. Aspects of grammaticality and acceptability
g. The GP theory and Universal grammar
h. The PP theory and new comparative syntax
i. Minimality


	(ii) Teaching strategies to be used to develop that knowledge
1. Lecturing
2. Teacher-prepared notes and handouts
3. Class discussion
4. Class demonstration of specific cases of application
5. Student's analysis of selected examples
6. Class quizzes and assignments

	(iii) Methods of assessment of knowledge acquired
1. In-term exams (20 marks)
2. Class Participation
3. Final exam

	b. Cognitive Skills

	(i) Description of cognitive skills to be developed
By the end of the semester students should be able to:
1. Derive words from bases
2. Inflect words correctly 
3. Classify words into their form classes
4. Apply different methods of analyses 
5. Develop the ability to answer application assignments and make use of the information from primary and secondary sources. 
6. Analyse linguistic components at various levels as; phrases, and sentences.
7. Show competence in using different critical analysis in analysing the language.
8. Develop the ability to apply knowledge gained to examples from their native language.

	(ii) Teaching strategies to be used to develop these cognitive skills:
1. In-class weekly practice of exercises and worksheets
2. Peer discussion.
3. Problem solving discussion in the class.
4. Short assignments to apply syntactic theories.

	(iii) Methods of assessment of students cognitive skills
1. Midterm test (30 marks)
2. Class participation
3. Assignments 10 Marks
4. Quizzes 10 Marks

	c. Interpersonal Skills and Responsibility 

	(i) Description of the interpersonal skills and capacity to carry responsibility to be developed:
 Students should be able to:
1. Come to class with relevant material.
2. Come to class well prepared for the exercises
3. Participate in class discussion.
4. Express their concerns easily.
5. Complete assignments in due time.
6. Work in groups to discuss assignments.

	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills and abilities
1. Weekly exercises 
2. Peer discussion.
3. Group assignment
4. Enforcement on important issues as time management, good planning, self-esteem.


	(ii) Methods of assessment of students interpersonal skills and capacity to carry responsibility:
· Class observation.
· Peer discussion

	d.   Communication, Information Technology and Numerical Skills 

	(i) Description of the skills to be developed in this domain:
· Use good English to demonstrate their knowledge.
· Use of the internet websites to look up information.


	(ii) Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills
· Presentation supported by the use of the material on the web.



	(iii) Methods of assessment of students numerical and communication skills 
· Assignment
· Class observation


	a. Psychomotor Skills (if applicable):


	(i) Description of the skills to be developed in this domain:


	(ii) Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills


	(iii) 



	
5. Schedule of Assessment Tasks for Students During the Semester


	Assessment 
	Assessment task (eg. essay, test, group project, examination etc.)
	Week due
	Proportion of Final Assessment

	1

	Midterm.
	Twice a semester
	30 marks

	2

	quiz
	Once a semester
	10 marks

	4

	Assignment (Practical analysis)
	Once a semester
	10 marks


D. Student Support

	1. Arrangements for availability of teaching staff for individual student consultations and academic advice. (include amount of time teaching staff are expected to be available each week)

Office hours: 6 hours every week.





E Learning Resources

	1. Required Text(s):
 Carstaubrs-McCarthy, Andrew (2002). An Introduction to English Morphology. Edinburgh, Edinburgh University Press.
Stageberg, Norman C. (1981). An Introductory English Grammar. (Fourth edition) Hlt, Rinehart and Winston 
Heaberlin, Dick (2008) English Syntax. New York, Organ House books.
Matthews, P.H. (1981)Syntax. Cambridge UP.
Haegeman, Liliane (1994)introduction to Government and Binding Theory. Blackwell.


	2. Essential References: 
Cook, V.j. and Newson, Mark (1996) Chomsky's Universal Grammar: A Introduction. Blackwell.
Radford, Andrew (1997) Syntax: A Minimalist Introduction. Cambridge UP.
Hornstein, Norbert (2009) A Theory of Syntax. Cambridge UP.

	3- Recommended Books and Reference Material (Journals, Reports, etc) (Attach List)
1. Linguistic Inquiry 
2. Journal of Linguistic Research

	4-.Electronic Materials, Web Sites etc
1. Saudi Universities online resources
http://www.linguistlist.org/

2. Linguistics on the Internet
www.blackwellpublishing.com/linguist

3. iLoveLanguages (formerly The Human Languages Page)
http://www.ilovelanguages.com/

4. SIL International (formerly Summer Institute of Linguistics)
http://www.sil.org/
5."Ethnologue"
 (www.sil.org/ethnologue)

	5- Other learning material such as computer-based programs/CD, professional standards/regulations

Will be included as required.





F. Facilities Required

	Indicate requirements for the course including size of classrooms and laboratories (ie number of seats in classrooms and laboratories, extent of computer access etc.)

	1.  Accommodation (Lecture rooms, laboratories, etc.)

· Lecture room 
· Blackboard
· Board markers and dusters


	2. Computing resources

· Lap top
· Internet connection
· 

	3. Other resources (specify --eg. If specific laboratory equipment is required, list requirements or attach list) 

· Data show.
· Smart board 



G   Course Evaluation and Improvement Processes

	

	2  Other Strategies for Evaluation of Teaching by the Instructor or by the Department

Peer review 


	3  Processes for Improvement of Teaching

· A committee is organized to review the course specifications and report to decide on necessary developments to be made before the actual teaching begins.



	4. Processes for Verifying Standards of Student Achievement (e.g. check marking by an independent  member teaching staff of a sample of student work, periodic exchange and remarking of tests or a sample of assignments with staff at another institution)

Peer review

	5 Describe the planning arrangements for periodically reviewing course effectiveness and planning for improvement.

· A committee is organized to review the course specifications and report to decide on necessary developments to be made.





Prepared by:
Dr. Amal I. Al Saikhan
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