Dr Abdulgawad Elnady Children’s Literature
Thirteenth Lecture

Chapter 6: Saviours of the train _Uad!l (pidic
The Russian gentleman got better day after another as the family took care of
him. The mother wrote letters to some people who might know whereabouts
in England a Russian gentleman's wife and family might possibly be.
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Only the mother could communicate with him as she knows Russian. Children
sympathize with him because he was sent to prison then to Siberia simply
because he wrote a book about poor people. This interesting stranger kept the
children away from the station for three days. Mother promised to tell the
Station Master the story of the Russian Prisoner.
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Later on, the children went to Perks, the railway porter, who received them coldly
and was upset because he thought that the children kept a secret from him.
The children didn't know what secret he meant and tried to solve the problem
with Perks. They thought that their mother has told him about the Russian
man. At last, he accepted their apologies.
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Someday, the children went to collect some cherries. As the children were going
down the tunnel, they heard a very odd noise that got louder and louder.
Then, rocks, bushes and trees fell down on the railway.
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The train was only two miles away and there was no time to run to the station and

let them know about it. A very frightful accident was expected.
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They had an idea to wave to the train as they used to
but they needed red clothes. So they took off their red
flannel petticoats and divided each petticoat into three
pieces. "Now, we've got six flags."
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The train came rattling along very, very fast. Bobbie
stood on the railway line waving with her two flags and
when the driver and the fireman had got off the engine,
she fainted waving with the flags but woke up after
sometime.
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Chapter 7: For valour
Roberta was quite oddly anxious to make other people happy. Also she had the
power of silent sympathy. Bobbie had another quality which just means trying
to help people. She kept thinking of some way of helping the Russian
gentleman to find his wife and children.
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One morning a letter came. It was addressed to Peter and Bobbie and Phyllis.
They opened it with enthusiastic curiosity, for they did not often get letters.
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The letter said:—

"Dear Sir, and Ladies,—It is proposed to make a small presentation to you, in

commemoration of your prompt and courageous action in warning the train on
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the —-inst., and thus averting what must, humanly speaking, have

been a terrible accident. The presentation will take place at the —-

Station at three o'clock on the 30th inst., if this time and place will |

be convenient to you.
- Al PLEIEN
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"Yours faithfully,
"Jabez Inglewood.
"Secretary, Great Northern and Southern Railway Co."
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They felt so proud of themselves. They started getting ready for the day of the
presentation guessing what their presents might be. On the day of the
presentation, everybody was there including the old gentleman and everything
looked as if it was Christmas. The District Superintendent started a long speech
praising the children and said all sorts of nice things about the children's bravery
and presence of mind.
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Then the old gentleman got up and said things, too. It was very like a prize-giving.
And then he called the children one by one, by their names, and gave each of
them a beautiful gold watch and chain. Each of the children said "Thank you," but
Peter said a few words for which people clapped him more than they had done
the District Superintendent.
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As usual, Bobbie couldn't stop thinking of their Russian friend and thought of
asking the old gentleman for a help. They told him about the story of the Russian
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and how they want more than anything in the world is to find his wife and

children for him.
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Bobbie wrote down the name of the Russian "Szezcpansky," for the gentleman
and he promised to ask about his family. Ten days later, the old gentleman found
out about the Russian's wife and children and wanted to be the bearer of the
good news but when he saw Bobbie, he let her tell the good news herself.
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Bobbie wished that she didn't carry the news as the Russian sprang up with a cry
of love and longing. Everyone felt happy for Szezcpansky. The Russian packed his
few belongings and left to the station. Mother was so thankful to the old
gentleman for all what he did for them so far.
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Chapter 8: The amateur firemen
Perks and the children are having tea in the porter's room and they are discussing
Bobbie's birthday gift. The children ask about Perks's birthday and inquire why he
doesn't keep it. He answers that he has other things to keep that are his wife and
children.
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The children went to the Canal Bridge to fish but the line was not long enough so
they stayed and looked at the sunset. While they are staring at the water, a man
came over thinking that they were fishing. he twisted Peter's ear slightly. Bobbie
apologized and told him that they fished nothing and they didn't know that the

Canal is his.
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Not knowing where the properties of other people start and end.
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It was past bedtime and the children were going home when they noticed that
smoke was coming from the chimney of the cabin of the canal boat. In an instant
all three made for the barge. Peter and Bobbie fought over
who is going down to the cabin but Peter had already gone
down. The cabin glowed red. A paraffin lamp was burning
calmly in an orange mist.
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Peter felt his way through the dark smoke, found

something small and soft and warm and alive, picked it up and backed out. It was

the baby whose cry they heard. Bobbie saved the dog also. Bobbie ran to the

'Rose and Crown' to tell them.
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There is a nice old-fashioned room at the 'Rose and Crown; where Bargees and
their wives sit of an evening. The Bargee Bill, whom the children had found so
disagreeable, was considered excellent company by his mates. "Oh," said Bobbie,
seeing the bargewoman and making for her. "Your barge cabin's on fire.

Go quickly." Bill the Bargee rose slowly and heavily. But his wife was a hundred
yards up the road before he had quite understood what was the matter. To thank
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the children, Bill told them to come at seven in the morning to take them on a
trip.

Chapter 9: The pride of Perks.

Mother sold another story so there will be buns to have with tea. The children

exchanged glances and asked mother if they can keep the buns till the fifteenth of
this month that is Perks's birthday.
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Then they planned to make a birthday for Perks. They went through the village
asking people to help in holding a birthday for Perks believing that he is a friendly
man whom a lot of people would like to celebrate his birthday.
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The children told Mother about what they did. "There's no harm in it," said

Mother, "but it depends HOW you do it. | only hope he won't be offended and

think it's CHARITY. Poor people are very proud, you know." "It isn't because he's
poor," said Phyllis; "it's because we're fond of him."
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All the things that had been collected for Perks were packed, and at half-past
three Peter and Bobbie and Phyllis wheeled down to the little yellow house where
Perks lived. Mrs, Perks opened the door for the children.
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"We knew it was his birthday," said Peter, "and we've got some presents for him
outside in the perambulator." She started crying that makes the children think
that she didn't like their presents. Together with Mrs. Perks, they arranged the
table to have tea with all the things they brought for the birthday.
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The children hid as they heard Perks coming home. Perks asked Mrs. Perks from
where she got all these things for his birthday. Meantime, Bobbie remembered
that she had forgotten to put the labels on any of the things! He won't know
what's from who. He'll think it's all US, and that we're trying to be grand or
charitable. Perks got very angry thinking that the things they got are charity.
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The children tried to explain how they did all that because they are fond of him

and they thought he would be pleased. They added how they used to exchange

gifts with their parents and servants on their birthdays. As he knew that the things

are from his neighbors, he asked them to return them.
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To convince him, Bobbie read the labels for him as they wrote what people said
while giving their gifts. Perks noticed how none of his neighbors mentioned
anything about charity and all was given out of their love and respect to him as a
dear friend. Finally, they had tea and enjoyed the small birthday party together.
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Chapter 10: The terrible secret.
When they first went to live at Three Chimneys, the children had talked a great
deal about their Father. But as the time went on they grew to speak less of him.
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Bobbie had felt almost from the first that for some strange miserable reason
these questions hurt Mother and made her sad. And little by little the others
came to have this feeling, too, though they could not have put it into words.
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One day, Mother asked, "Bobbie, do you think Peter and Phil are FORGETTING
Father?" she noticed how they don't talk about Father anymore. Bobbie told her
how they do talk about him when they are by themselves. She added that she felt
how her questions about her father hurt.
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Mother told Bobbie that besides being away from Father, they had great sorrow.

That evening in the hour before bed-time instead of reading to the children

Mother told them stories of the games she and Father used to have when they

were children.
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Someday, Bobbie and Peter were quarrelling in the garden, and suddenly Mother
heard Peter screaming. When she got there, she found his foot hurt. There were
three red wounds in Peter's foot and ankle, where the teeth of the rake had bitten
him, and his foot was covered with red smears.
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Mother washed his wounds and took care of him. Bobbie prepared tea and
started thinking of gloomy possibilities of what might happen to Peter. Phyllis ran
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to call the Doctor. The Doctor came and looked at the foot and bandaged it
beautifully, and said that Peter must not put it to the ground for at least a week,
and he will be fine in a fortnight.
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Bobbie went to Perks and asked him for some magazines
for Peter as he got bored sitting at home. Suddenly she
clutched the parcel tighter and bent her head over it. It
seemed like some horrible dream. She never remembered
how she got home. But she went on tiptoe to her room
and locked the door.
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What she had read was headed, 'End of the Trial. The name of the man who had
been tried was the name of her Father. The verdict was 'Guilty.' And the sentence

was 'Five years' Penal Servitude.'
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