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In this poem we have a soliloquy is presented by the Spanish man Sir Wiser and the second man in the garden is brother Laurence who was attending the garden. In the beginning we notice that the Spanish man is laying a list of accusations on his brother Lawrence. First of all, by making fun of the way he attends his garden by talking about the meals they have together and then by the quality of knowledge that brother Lawrence has and we could feel the hatred and jealousy of the speaker towards all of these characteristics that Brother Lawrence has. 

IV

Saint, forsooth! While brown Dolores
Squats outside the Convent bank
With Sanchicha, telling stories,
Steeping tresses in the tank,
Blue-black, lustrous, thick like horsehairs,
— Can't I see his dead eye glow,                     30
Bright as 'twere a Barbary corsair's?
(That is, if he'd let it show!)
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In the fourth stanza he accuses Brother Lawrence of lust that is one of the evils that should not be among the religious sector of the monks and how his eyes glow when he saw the gypsies.  The speaker here tries the make up stories and spread them about Brother Lawrence like gossiping. He says for sure, when they go out of the convent himself and Brother Lawrence, they see the brown Dolores who is a woman. The word ‘brown’ is an indication of her tanning colour. She is a gypsy. There is a stream of water where she washes her feet. Sanchicha is referring to the colourful clothes she is wearing which is very attractive. It is an indication here of allurement or seduction. Because she is a gypsy, she has a beautiful dark hair with ‘tresses’ or girls. 

· The speaker describes the women with a lot of descriptions which means that he used to peek directly towards her because he can describe her in details. This means that he is the one looking at her not the Brother Lawrence. His descriptions are so accurate as he describe her hair as blue, dark, thick and curly like the horse’s hair. We as readers know that he is the one who is looking. He describes Brother Lawrence’s eyes as ‘dead’. He uses negative descriptions he tries to apply for Brother Lawrence. This is an indication that may be Brother Lawrence would never look to the woman and even if he looked at her, his eyes would be dead without passion. It is the speaker’s eyes that glow when he sees her.
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The speaker tries to twist the words. The words actually express the speaker’s feelings towards the woman as if his hidden feelings are out spoken. He is trying to hide his own feelings using them to apply on Brother Lawrence. But unfortunately, the way he twists the words shows his thoughts. The Spanish monk accuses Brother Lawrence of lechery or lust for women. It is not accepted from both of them because they are religious people and they are not allowed to marry. 

· This is a very evil accusation from the Spanish monk that he is trying to spread rumors about Brother Lawrence, so that Brother Lawrence’s reputation would be destroyed. The last line between brackets indicates that he is the one that hides his feelings and his thoughts and tries to pretend. That means that he is a hypocrite – he shows his faithful, religious behavior and attitude, but unfortunately he is not a moral, religious person. 

V
When he finishes refection,
Knife and fork he never lays
Cross-wise, to my recollection,
As do I, in Jesu's praise.
I the Trinity illustrate,
Drinking watered orange-pulp--
In three sips the Arian frustrate;
While he drains his at one gulp.
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Now he talks about certain behaviors that show the faith of one. He talks about dinner time. When all the monks have their dinner together, when they finish their diner they put the knife and the fork in a cross form as a reference to Christianity. When they drink any drinks, they drink on three times to reflect trinity doctrine or a reflection of their faith. Those are to methods. The Spanish monk uses this rituality to say that Brother Lawrence does not do them and an indication that he is not faithful person. He says that after Brother Lawrence finishes his food, he never lays his fork and knife in a cross shape. This means that he is not grateful or he never finishes eating because he is always hungry which is another accusation. He says that he likes trinity which is drinking in three sips. They put the fork and knife like this as a gesture of praising Jesus. Arias is the one who denied the Trinity.  Brother Lawrence does not drink in three sips that insinuate that he is a follower the Arians. 
· The speaker here is trying to degrade Brother Lawrence through certain characteristics namely, lechery and glutton that are two of the seven deadly sins. He tries to make accusations in order to make Brother Lawrence inferior. He tries to manipulate him. The speaker feels himself superior to Brother Lawrence. He pretends to be morally faithful person, but he describes Brother Lawrence as worse than the Arians. 
VI
Oh, those melons? If he's able
We're to have a feast! so nice!
One goes to the Abbot's table,
All of us get each a slice.
How go on your flowers? None double
Not one fruit-sort can you spy?
Strange!--And I, too, at such trouble,
Keep them close-nipped on the sly!

· [image: image6.jpg]¥
&ﬁcﬁ‘{:’e"

e

=)




The speaker here moves to another level which is going back to food.  Talking again about food and drink reveals his deep appetite for food and drink. When they sit at the abbot table in the monastery to eat the fruits of melon, Brother Lawrence is not satisfied with his share of melons. He speaks about his flowers and eats at the same time. This is not possible. When they eat melons, the Spanish monk asks Brother Lawrence about the flowers so Brother Lawrence starts to talk about his flowers and the Spanish monk gives his share. 

· This monk is trying to use every tiny detail in order to reach his goal. He talks about the time they sit together to eat fruits particularly those of melons. Melons refer to summer with its light and refreshment. Every time they sit together and share the melons that each one takes a slice, the Spanish monk asks Brother Lawrence certain questions about his flowers. Brother Lawrence because he is interested in plants and flowers, he goes on speaking about his flowers and while he is giving details about his flowers, the Spanish monk give up his share of melons and only the liquid in the Spanish monk’s plate and nothing left. 
· There is a lot of punctuation of question marks and exclamation marks. This enhances the sarcasm which is emphasized here and also the hatred of the Spanish monk to Brother Lawrence. The moral hypocrisy is clear in this stanza. 
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VII
There's a great text in Galatians,
Once you trip on it, entails
Twenty-nine distinct damnations,
One sure, if another fails:
If I trip him just a-dying,
Sure of heaven as sure can be,
Spin him round and send him flying
Off to hell, a Manichee?

· In this stanza, we feel that the Spanish monk is very well theologically educated. The speaker hopes for Brother Lawrence’s damnation by luring him into a here say. The Galatians is a religious text that has twenty nine elements. If one tried to interpret these elements, he will be sent out of the mercy of God from according to Saint Paul. He wants to trap Brother Lawrence so that he will interpret part of the Galatians, he will misinterpret it then he will be sent directly to hell receiving 29 damnations. There are evil feelings from the Spanish monk towards his brother wishing him to go to hell. 

· The speaker is well theologically educated, but unfortunately this knowledge is out of its place.  He wishes Brother Lawrence to hell. This is very horrible for a Christian to wish for his brother Christian to go to hell. He wants to send him off to hell and make him lost as spinning indicates loss. The plan is to trap Brother Lawrence into saying something that will be interpreted in a wrong way that will make him receive his damnation and be sent to hell. 
· Unfortunately, the speaker searches for paths of damnation, in which he can expose Brother Lawrence into damnation and that is so evil. We can see the hard and black heart of the speaker towards Brother Lawrence.
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VIII
Or, my scrofulous French novel
On grey paper with blunt type!
Simply glance at it, you grovel
Hand and foot in Belial's gripe:
If I double down its pages
At the woeful sixteenth print,
When he gathers his greengages,
Ope a sieve and slip it in't?

· Another horrible plane that the Spanish monk is planning against Brother Lawrence is to trick him into reading a scrofulous or lustrous French novel. He wants to trick Brother Lawrence by showing him some pages or one page from his scrofulous novel. The novel is the Spanish monk’s novel and he has read it. This shows his hypocrisy. The cover is in grey which is between black and white as an indication for evil. He says that just one look will entrap him into the evil force.  
IX
Or, there's Satan!--one might venture
Pledge one's soul to him, yet leave
Such a flaw in the indenture
As he'd miss till, past retrieve,
Blasted lay that rose-acacia
We're so proud of! _Hy, Zy, Hine..._
'St, there's Vespers! _Plena grati
Ave, Virgo!_ Gr-r-r--you swine!
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In the last climatic stanza which is the climatic point of the horrible evil planning of this evil mind of the Spanish monk. He is going to make a deal with Satan himself. He is going to make a pledge between himself and the devil. He will give his soul to the devil on one condition that Brother Lawrence will be sent to hell. This is paradox because he is the one who is making a deal with the devil. This is a complete juxtaposition. He will be smarter than Satan because he will make a loop that is a word or words that allow him to escape the contract, so that he will not give his soul to Satan. That is for blasting Lawrence and even his rose acacia into hell. However, the pledge will be cleverly worded that the monk will not have to pay in return by giving his soul to the devil. The ‘indenture’ is the contract.  He is clever to the extent that he will trick Satan himself.  “Hy, zy, Hine…” are all non-verbal curses against Brother Lawrence. 
· The Spanish monk is very contradicted as he sends his praises to the virgin Mary and at the same time he curses Brother Lawrence. Then he ends his soliloquy in non-verbal sound of groaning sounds that reveal his hatred. At the same time, he ends the last stanza with a curse “you swine”.  The beginning and the end of the poem reinforce certain bestial behaviors in the speaker’s mind of the speaker. Using non-verbal sounds of animals show his bestial character which is unfortunately shown through his anger and hatred for Brother Lawrence. 
· In the last stanza there is a paradoxical bargain. It is paradoxical because it contains morality and sin at the same time. 
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The poem in general takes place in the garden. There is not any reference to its time. We know that it was in the garden because of the work Brother Lawrence was doing. Maybe it is in summer time, because of the presence of melons and blooms. The poem is fascinating because it explores moral hypocrisy.  Actually, Browning here is making fun of moral hypocricy as a part of the role of the Victorian poet towards his society. He implies that most moralist are unfortunately in order to emphasis their ethics and morality, they accuse others to be in a higher status. 

· This is a brilliant analysis of the passion of hatred. We have a character who hates another one and through his soliloquy we could feel the passion of hate. The soliloquy conveys the speaker’s motives and his state of mind while speaking to himself. The poem itself explores moral hypocrisy and the speaker feels his self righteousness which shows the speaker’s corruption.  Unfortunately, he is a corrupt monk. He has malicious feelings another monk accusing him of gluttony and lechery. During his speech, he could not touch any real evidence that Brother Lawrence is immoral and has these bad traits. The Spanish monk’s internal nature is opposite to his outer hypocritical nature. This is a deep-rooted hatred. It is not something new. He is theologically well learnt, but he has this immoral type of character. 
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The poem is a soliloquy but it shares many features of the dramatic monologue. It is the talking of the character to himself on stage in which some revelation is revealed about the character. The dramatic monologue is a long speech, spoken by a single character where the audiences are listening in a specific situation. The specific situation here of Brother Lawrence working in the garden and the Spanish monk is watching him, integrates him to soliloquize.
[image: image13.jpg]¥
&ﬁcﬁ‘{:’e"

e

=)





· The poem is written in nine stanzas. Each stanza is given a number to show the development of the speech of the speaker and it is composed of eight lines. The rhyme scheme is abab cdcd. Most of them are tetra-meter. The use of punctuation is very significant. Every line has punctuation even dashes, exclamation marks, question marks, commas, semi colons, brackets, etc.. 
· Punctuation occurs whenever the speaker mocks his opponent. The speaker here is always sarcastic. Punctuation sometimes helps in making certain order for the accusations. It emphasizes the strength of feelings. Question marks are not only for questions, but are used also to heighten sarcasm. There is a kind of alternation between the feminine rhyme and the masculine rhyme. The masculine rhyme is the word with one syllable or end with a stress like: clean, do and you. Words like: abhorrence, Lawrence and trimming are feminine rhymes because the final syllable is not stressed. 

· The language is colloquial language as there are so many curses and sarcasm. 


The Spanish monk: 

· He is morally hypocrite. He has a sense of evil. He is very clever. He is very wicked and manipulates his words. He has a paradoxical nature. He is a malicious person. He is jealous of Brother Lawrence and jealousy leads to envy and envy leads to hatred then evil. It is like a chain of unfortunate in feelings that leads to something horrible. It started here by the non verbal sound of groaning of animals that indicates his bestial nature. 

· It starts from the beginning for hating Brother Lawrence for attending the flowers. Then he talks about his education, then to the meal. It is gradual by climbing up the ladder of sins. Then, he talks about lust, and then he becomes more obsessed with the idea of planning for the damnation of Brother Lawrence. Instead of wasting his time in proving his moral behavior, he wasted his time in thinking of plans. He started with accusations, gossip and then planning. He says that Brother Lawrence has ill table manners, he does no thank god for the food, he is always interested in plants. He then accused Brother Lawrence of having his dead eyes looking at women. He plans for Brother Lawrence to misinterpret the Galatians. Then he talks about the lustrous French novels. Then he plans for having a deal with Satan. 
· A faithful person would never think of committing such things, because this is the extreme evil that a monk could think of. The speaker here has another paradoxical nature. Browning here is sending a very strong message to those who show the moral hypocrisy. 
Brother Lawrence:
· He is well educated, well mannered. He does not know about all these plans that the Spanish monk is planning for him. He has a good nature and will never suspect such a thing. He is morally and theologically pure. He could never think that a monk is planning for his damnation out of hatred. 


· They both share wickedness, education, jealousy and intelligence. The Spanish monk is more cunning than the duke. They both manipulate words. The duke is more greedy. Both are paradoxical characters.
· The duke is more cruel “I gave commands; Then all smiles stopped together.”, but the monk in a hypocrite. He does not want to show that he is doing something evil. The duke is not frightened but he is clear because he is superior. He does not negotiate but he gives commands and that is it. While the monk, he tries to manipulate things and be seen as a good man.

· The duke is an artist and likes art and has a great taste of art. The Spanish monk does not have a sense of art, because he reads these lecherous novels.  That is because he is interested in flesh. 
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