Poetry 8
Fourth year-Second Semester
      
The 6th lecture:                                                                                                                                          د.حصة
The doctor commented on the presentations of the students:
A student: Seamus Heaney was born on April 13, 1939 (age 73), Castledawson, , Northern Ireland.
Occupation: poet, playwright, translator.
Nationality: Irish.
He is the eldest of nine children, is born at the family farmhouse, called Mossbawn. 
The doctor:   He was born in Mossbawn which is an agricultural place. He was born for an agricultural family that works with plantation/ farming. We should keep this in mind because we will trace this background very clearly in his poetry; especially in ‘Digging’ which is one of his early poems and later on almost in all his poetry. We should know the background of his family because there we will trace his relation to a family life and his relation to the landscape and to the act of farming (farming as an activity) and later on comparing it to his own activity as a writer, translator and a critic.
The student: He grows up on his father's cattle farm. His father also works as a cattle dealer.
The doctor: cattle dealer >>>> يبيع و يشتري في المواشي . 
The student: In 1953, After an initial education at Anahorish Primary School, Seamus Heaney wins a scholarship to St Columb's College, then a Catholic boarding school in the city of Derry.
The doctor: so, he received secular and religious education. 
The student: His four-year old brother Christopher is killed in a road accident. This accident has been referred to in ‘Mid-Term Break’ poem. His family move to a larger farm in nearby Bellaghy.
In 1957, he goes to Queen's University in Belfast to study English.
In 1961, graduates with a First Class Honours Degree.
In 1962, he first begins to publish poetry while working as a trainee teacher in a secondary school in West Belfast.
The doctor: so, he has a wide range of experience. Before he became known as critic and a poet, he had been through this experience with land/ the agricultural life.
The student: in 1963, After training as a teacher in St Joseph's Teacher Training College in Belfast, he joins the staff there as a lecturer.
1965, Marries Marie Devlin, a school teacher from Ardboe, County Tyrone. His first book, Eleven Poems, a pamhlet written for the Queen's University Festival, is published. ‘Mid-Term Break’ is included.
1965, ‘Death of a Naturalist’, his first full collection, is published by Faber and Faber.
The doctor: ‘Death of a Naturalist’ is his first collection that made his fame and ‘Digging’ is one of the poems from this collection.
The student: in 1966: He is appointed a lecturer in Modern English Literature at Queen's University, Belfast.
A student: Seamus Heaney's collection of poems entitled Door into the Dark was originally published in 1969. Heaney is a Nobel laureate and it shows in this volume of poetry.
The doctor: He was one of the winners of Nobel Prize. He has won his for his writings on the power of poetry as the main tool to achieve peace. We should go and read on the Irish Question. We referred to this when we read William Butler Yeats (another Irish poet in the first half of the 20th century) who has revived the Celtic culture and the Gaelic language. Yeats was an Irish writer who dealt with the Irish question. What is the Irish Question? What is the main problem of Ireland? It is occupied land by Britain. There were a lot of bloody clashes between the Irish people and the British army/ British soldiers. Almost all Heaney’s poetry was to assert the independent identity of the Irish people from the British. We are a different nation; we have our own identity and we enjoy our own culture and our own history. This place called Ireland can tell about our own history and culture. This is to be shown through his poetry when he is about the fossils (digging the land for fossils). Even in the agriculture, when they turn the land, they find fossils that tell about their history/ about their origin. So, he has Nobel Prize for defending his own land for celebrating the pen/ the power of poetry. There are national and international reasons but mainly when it comes to his poetry, his poetry was a peaceful tool to achieve peace on land. 
The student: 'Requiem for the Croppies' was written in 1966 when most poets in Ireland were straining to celebrate the anniversary of the 1916 Rising. 'Requiem for the Croppies' is about the 1798 Rebellion, when Irish foot soldiers were killed by the English at Vinegar Hill. ‘Wintering out’ is his third collection of poems. Some critics contend that this volume of poetry is representative of Heaney's desire to ride out the Troubles and hope for a brighter future in Northern Ireland.
The doctor: he desired to ride out the troubles to defend his land by tool of writing/ pen rather than the sword or the gun.
The student: in 1973, he receives the Denis Devlin Award and the Writer in Residence Award from the American Irish Foundation.
In 1974, he appointed to the Arts Council of Ireland.
1975, North, his fourth volume, is published by Faber and Faber, winning the E.M. Forster Award and the Duff Cooper Memorial Prize
In 1976, he appointed Head of English in Carysfort College. He moves his family from Wicklow to Dublin.
The doctor: he moved to Dublin which is the capital of Ireland.
The student: in 1980, a collection of critical essays, Preoccupations: Selected Prose 1968-1978 is published by Faber and Faber. In 1981, He leaves Carysfort College to become a visiting professor of Harvard University in the United States. This allows him to spend eight months at home in return for one term's work at Harvard. In 1982, he was awarded an honourary doctorate by Queen's University. In 1995, he awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature. A third collection of critical essays, The Redress of Poetry, is published by Faber and Faber. 
The doctor: you see the last collection of poems published by him was in 1975. From that time on, he started to publish prose works like criticism, reading and rereading of different cultural pieces. 
A student: in 1998, His second selection from his poetry, Opened Ground: Poems 1966-1996, is published by Faber and Faber. In 1999, Translates the Old English epic poem, Beowulf. It wins the Whitbread Book of the Year Award.
The doctor: Faber and Faber used to publish as well for Eliot. This is one of the reliable, considerable and respectable publishers. It is publishing for only A class writers or poets. 
The student: in 2001, Electric Light, his tenth collection of poems, is published by Faber and Faber. In 2002, His first selection from his critical work, Finders Keepers: Selected Prose 1971-2001, is published by Faber and Faber. In 2003, he wins the Truman Capote Award for Literary Criticism in Memory of Newton Arvin. The award is the largest annual cash prize for literary criticism in the English language. In 2006, District and Circle, his latest collection of poems, is published by Faber and Faber. Then he suffered a stroke from which he recovered in August 2006, but cancelled all public engagements for several months. In 2007, District and Circle wins the T. S. Eliot prize. The Poetry Book Society awards the annual T. S. Eliot Prize for 'the best collection of new verse in English first published in the UK or the Republic of Ireland' in any particular year. In 2008, The Royal Irish Academy announces the award of the 2008 Cunningham Medal to Nobel Laureate and Academy Member. In 2009, He was presented, in March, with the David Cohen prize for literature. In 2010, Human Chain, his twelfth collection of poems, is published by Faber and Faber in September. 
The doctor: so, he is a contemporary writer. He was born in 1939. He started publishing his literature in 1962 and he is still active as a poet, a critic and a translator till today.
Next time, we will have his poem ‘Digging’ and ‘Funeral Rites’.  
There is a website on his poetry: www.heaneypoems.wordpress.com
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