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George Herbert was born into a wealthy and titled family at Montgomery Castle,
in Wales, on April 3, 1593, as one of nine children. Hisfather, Sir Richard
Herbert, died in 1596, when Geor ge wasthree yearsold. Hismother, Lady
Magdalen Newport Herbert, was a patron of the poet and clergyman John
Donne, who presided at her funeral when shedied in 1627.
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Herbert'sfirst poemswere Latin sonnetsthat hewrotefor hismother. In them,
he argued that a morefitting subject for poetry than love for a woman was love
for God. Hisfirst published ver ses appeared in 1612. They were two poems, also
in Latin, written in memory of King James's son Prince Henry, who had died
that year.
On March 1, 1633, Herbert died of tuberculosis.
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By all accounts, Herbert was a gentle and pious per son with a sweet and
generous nature. He helped rebuild the decaying church at Bemerton with his
own money and was loved and esteemed by his parishioners, whom he cared for
spiritually and, when necessary, by sharing in their labor or giving them money.
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Introduction
"Virtue" isone of the poemsin a collection of verse called The Temple (1633),
which George Herbert wrote during thelast three yearsof hislife.
He appreciates the beauty of creation not only for its own sake but also because
he seesit asa mirror of the goodness of the Creator.
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Yet, despite Herbert's sense of the world'sloveliness, his poems often reflect the
transience of that beauty and thefolly of investing it with any real value. In
"Virtue," he presentsavision of an eternal world beyond the one available to

sense

Herbert's poetry displays a conjunction of intellect and emotion
In"Virtue" an example of this combination of theintellectual and the sensuous
can be seen in the second line of the third quatrain, when the spring is compared

to a box of compressed sweets.

In"Virtue,” which comprisesfour quatrainsaltogether, Herbert reflects on the
loveliness of the living world but also on the reality of death.
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George Herbert (1593-1632)

SWEET day, so cool, so calm, so bright!
Thebridal of the earth and sky--

The dew shall weep thy fall to-night;
For thou must die.

Sweet rose, whose hue angry and brave
Bidstherash gazer wipe hiseye,

Thy root isever initsgrave,

And thou must die.

Sweet spring, full of sweet days and roses,
A box wher e sweets compacted lie,

My music shows ye have your closes,

And all must die.

oL g3 < gal)

e« Gaw oG8 i jledll 58 Lalia
Al S slad) o 2 ) 4 7 gl i
dy\h@aejghud\)m&c@m

Labia dpals ) 9005 5 glad) 3 A 3 Jag
JS 9L ) agadla jeda 5 LBUN ALy
L TR FWRRTY

SR g oamad) aLYL ¢ dall gl 2l g
s slally o tiaadl (g galall Jia | gam o3
A g Lgaan oSl (gl ga g Al i)

slaall 3 ,40€ M\ 9 alalall CJJS‘ Laa g
pad ) 8 by allad) e Laiia Al g
dagdhal) B 85 et

T e sl s L o LUl (o LB ol (315591 48 e JIaT Y

PDF created with pdfFactory Pro trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com

Miss

Herbert begins" Virtue" with an apostrophe, or invocation. That is, here, he
startswith a direct rhetorical addressto a personified thing: asif speaking to the
day, the narrator says, " Sweet day" and then characterizesthe day as" cool,"
"calm,"” and " bright."

Thus, for one noun, " day," he providesfour adjectives. Therest of thelineis
made up of the adverbial " so," signifying intensity, repeated threetimes. The

" sweet day" isthebridal — the marriage, conjunction, or union — of the earth
and the sky.

Day, however, givesway to night, just aslife givesway to death: " The dew shall
weep thy fall tonight," the narrator asserts, turning a daily natural event,
nightfall, into a metaphor. Beyond death, the line also suggests grief at the loss of
paradise on Earth, the Fall, which isthe original cause of death in the Judeo-
Christian story of the Creation.

The evening dew, invested with emotion and madeto represent grief, isequated
with tears, which are shed at nightfall over the Fall, the sin that brought death
into theworld
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In beginning the second quatrain with theword " sweet," Herbert continuesto
connect the beauty of nature with imper manence, asany " sweet" thing must,
over time, loseits sweetness. Likethe day, theroseisan emblem of earthly
splendor. It is" sweet" likethe day, saturated with color, and graced with
magnificence. (Angry and brave are complex wordsin Herbert's usage, as
aspects of their meanings have all but passed from English.
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Aswith the day, so with therose: despiteitsliving splendor, death awaits. " Thy
root," buried in the earth, asit must beif theroseisto flourish, "isever inits
grave." Thus, lifeand death are entwined, and death is an ever-present aspect of
life. Indeed, by emphasizing the common ground shared by the root, the source
of life, and the grave, the receptacle for death, Herbert evokestwo Christian
lessons:

first, that life contains elements of death and must inevitably give way to death
and, second, that death is not finality but part of the continuum of existence. In
awar eness of death, onerealizesthe true meaning and purpose of life and will
thus preparehisor her soul, through the exercise of virtue, for eternity.
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Theword " sweet" beginsthethird quatrain aswell, now describing the spring,
which is subsequently characterized as" full of sweet daysand roses.
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" Assuch, the delights presented in thefirst two quatrains are contained in the
third, and the narrator solidifies his suggestion of the earth'srich bounty. In the
second line of the quatrain, springislikened to " a box wher e sweets compacted
lie."

Then, asin the previous quatrains, the third lineiterates the transience of
earthly delights: " My music showsye have your closes." Through thisline, the
narrator offersthe poem itself as proof of hisargument regarding the

imper manence of things.
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By "my music,” thenarrator referstothevery verse being read, this poem.
"Close" isatechnical term in music indicating the resolution of a musical
phrase. Thus, the poetic verse, like everything else the narrator has so far
depicted, must cometo an end, asit temporarily does with thefour stressed and
conclusive beats of thetwelfth line: " And all must die."
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Lines13-16

Breaking the pattern established in the previousthree quatrains, the final
quatrain begins not with theword " sweet" but with alimiting expression: " Only
a." Thereader hasbeen told that the " sweet day,” the" sweet rose," and the

" sweet spring” all "must die." In contrast to them isthe soul: " Only a sweet and
virtuous soul / never gives
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The soul that issweet and virtuous, unlike the spring, the rose, and the day,
"never gives" that is, it never givesway to death, instead ever enduring. Such a
sweet soul, disciplined by virtue like wood that has been seasoned, isfully
strengthened. Lumber that has been seasoned, aged, and dried ismore suitable
for usein construction than isfresh lumber; " seasoned timber" is sturdy and
enduring.
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Thus, thefirst three quatrains present images of earthly beauty, but each ends
with theword " die." Thelast quatrain presentsimages of an eternal soul and of
a conflagration that turnsthe whole world, except that virtuous soul, to
blackened coal, and itslast lineendswith theword " live."
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Assuch, the entire poem, which all along war ned of death, showstheway in
which Herbert believes that he and hisreaders may achieve eternal life: by
shunning transient glory and humbly embracing virtue
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Themes

TheTransience of Earthly Beauty

Repeatedly, throughout the sixteen linesof " Virtue," Herbert asserts beauty's
transitory nature. Hiswarning is not that people themselves must die but that
thethingsthat delight people whilethey are alive must pass away.
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Thelnterconnection of Life and Death
Besides expressing the imper manence of natural phenomenain " Virtue,"
Herbert also revealsthe inter connection of the realms of life and death. The
earth, which represents imper manence, and the sky, which represents eter nity,
arejoined (by theday) in union in the second line of the poem.
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Nature

Despite his poem's focus on the transience of earthly beauty and of the
experience of earthly rapture, Herbert delightsin the depiction of nature and
natural phenomena.
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Faith

An implicit themeof " Virtue" isfaith. Although what isvisible to humankind in
the poem isthe transience of earthly delight and the decay of nature, the poem
ultimately conveyswhat cannot be seen and must instead be felt: the existence of
a quality, the soul, which existsin eternal delight in a dimension other than the
onein which our bodieslive.
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Anaphora

. Anaphoraistherepetition of words and patternsfor poetic effect. Thisdeviceis
immediately apparent in thefirst line, with thetriplerepetition of theword " so."
Mor eover, the same poetic structur e gover ns each of thefirst three stanzas, while
thefourth stanzais shaped by a dlight variation of thisstructure. Each of the
first three stanzas beginswith theword " sweet" and endswith theword " die."
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Apostrophe
In poetry, apostropheisthetechnique of calling upon or addressing a particular
person or thing. In thefirst three stanzasof " Virtue," Herbert indirectly
addressesthereader of the poem by directly addressing the day, arose, and the
spring. In thefourth stanza, he does not address the soul but instead talks about
it.
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Samples of the Questions

1- George Herbert wasborn in Walesin
A- 1590
B- 1591
C- 1592

2- An implicit themeof virtueis..............
A- education

C- psychology

D- hostility

Samples of the Questions

2- An implicit themeof virtueis..............
A- education

C- psychology

D- hostility

3- By ‘my music” Herbert referstohis........
A- name

B- life

C- wife
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