Common Sense    by  Thomas Paine

· Common sense 
  “ Common Sense[1] is a pamphlet written by Thomas Paine. It was first published anonymously on January 10, 1776, at the beginning of the American Revolution. Common Sense was signed "Written by an Englishman", and it became an immediate success.[2] Having sold almost 100,000 copies in 1776[3] and in relative proportion to the population of the colonies at that time, it had the largest sale and circulation of any book published in American history. Common Sense presented the American colonists with an argument for freedom from British rule at a time when the question of seeking independence was still undecided”. 
· Thomas Paine 
 “ Thomas Paine was an  English-American political activist, author, political theorist and revolutionary. As the author of two highly influential pamphlets at the start of the American Revolution, he inspired the American Patriots in 1776 to declare independence from Britain.[2] His ideas reflected Enlightenment era rhetoric of transnational human rights.[3]
 He born in Thetford, England, in the county of Norfolk, Paine emigrated to the British American colonies in 1774 with the help of Benjamin Franklin and he arrived in time to participate in the American Revolution. His principal contributions were the powerful, widely read pamphlet Common Sense (1776), and The American Crisis (1776–83), a pro-revolutionary pamphlet series.” 
· Contents 
1- The Origin And Design Of Government In General.
2- The Monarchy And Hereditary Succession. 
3- Thought Of The Present State Of American Affaires. 
4- The Present Ability Of America .   









· The first section 
  “The first section covers the origins of humankind, in which Paine imagines a society of humans in its purest form without the taint of government. In its most basic form, Paine claims, society would function under mutual respect and interests—such as security, protection, and survival. He famously calls government “a necessary evil” that must soon be put into place once a natural society becomes larger, as “moral virtue” alone cannot rule man who is prone to error. Paine describes how a self-governing republic would then be implemented, being the only successful (and fair) form of rule. In comparison to this ideal existence, Paine’s modern world has upheld the long-standing monarchical system which had somehow vanquished the natural equality of man. Monarchies righteously place a man above the rest—although all mankind are god’s children—and gives him the authority to speak, make decisions, create war, and take away on their behalf. In the case of England, it is the king—not the people or their representatives—who is the “will of the land.” 
· The Second Section 
   In the second section, Paine brusquely refutes the principles of monarchy and of hereditary succession. Paine references the Bible several times to make his case that the foundation of a monarchy is plainly against the path of the scripture. He calls the government of kings outright idolatry, a form of government which did not result from divinity or from nature—but rather from the “Heathens” who sprang from unruly gangs and ruthlessly conquered their way into power against the will of the people. Quite bold for his day, Paine unabashedly refers to the founder of England’s monarchy, William the Conqueror, as “a French bastard” who pillaged his way to prideful leadership against the will of the people. Furthermore, the hereditary succession of kings does not guarantee that moral virtue is also hereditary, and that future generations will continually be ruled by gracious leaders on the throne. 
· THE THIRD SECTION 
   “In the next section, Paine jumps right into the state of the American colonies, i.e., the need for a call to arms: “I offer nothing more than simple facts, plain arguments, and common sense; and have no other preliminaries to settle with the reader, than that he will divest himself of prejudice and prepossession, and suffer his reason and his feelings to determine for themselves.” Paine explains outright why America would be better off on its own and free from its motherland’s tyranny, not just for its own sake, but for the world”. 
   “As an independent state, America would have strong and self-sustaining commerce, security, and protection, as well as alliances with the rest of the world due to its potential stance as a global trade port. Should it remain under Britain’s rule, America would be nothing more than a subservient British minion in Britain’s conquest for power, and therefore will repel other nation’s from its friendship”. 
    “Paine also argues that clinging to a thread of government from British rule would make America appear weak to outsiders and an undesirable state. Leadership in Britain, Paine states, is totally disconnected from the growth of the American continent, save for its taxation of the citizens for which they receive no rights in return. Paine condemns monarchy as being founded on pride, war, and injustice, then offers the solution of forming a republic whose principles rely on peace, representation, protection, and fairness. He is literally compelled to excitement as he encourages his reader to “depart” from the old and “prepare” for the revolution”. 



· THE FOURTH SECTION 
   “The last section is rather an outline of America’s resources available to the colonists should they go forth and revolt. Paine makes the claim that if brought to war with each other, America would definitely defeat Britain—an unheard of proposal at the time. Paine justifies why Americans should form a navy for themselves, even though Britain boasts of having the world’s strongest navy. He also refers to America’s wealth of natural resources, manpower, commerce, etc. “ 

  “ America, Paine states, has the wit and the power, now it just needs the unity of its people to take the first step. The revolution would also prove to the world, Paine writes, that America seeks independence from the oppression of the British crown, and therefore may possibly encourage other nations to free themselves from the grip of monarchy. After independence is accomplished, America would be a land for free speech, election, freedom of religion, and equality”. 















Analysis Of The Third Section In Common Sense


· Thoughts on the Present State of Affairs in America 
   “Paine asks the reader to set aside his or her judge the comments he is about to make about the situation with an evenhanded manner. He says that while some have argued that because America has flourished under British rule, it is necessary for America to remain tightly bound to Britain. Paine likens this argument to saying that because a baby has flourished on milk, it should never eat meat. Furthermore, he argues that the situation in the colonies would have been even better had various European countries not exerted their power over America.” 
· Cont. 
   “Paine also argues that the fact that many Americans are of British descent is irrelevant, as Britain, being an enemy, has no legitimate claim to American allegiance. Reconciliation is not the duty of the colonies. If it were, Paine says, than Britain, half of whose people are of French descent, ought to submit itself to the rule of the French. Paine contends that America will gain nothing by remaining attached to Britain, and that the financial burdens America's present relations with the British impose on some citizens is monumental. Bostonians, for example, are constantly threatened with the theft of their property by British soldiers.’’ 

Cont. 
   “Paine also argues that reconciliation with the British will only cause the present situation to repeat itself. Paine says that it will be impossible to return to a state of peace and normalcy under British rule after the battles and financial oppression that have occurred. It is misguided to think that the British will not again impose an oppressive tax. After all, they reintroduced unfair tariffs a year or two after repealing the Stamp Act. Paine states that America is too large and complex to be governed by Britain. American commerce cannot be managed from afar. He adds that it is perverse that a small island should be ruling over a large continent.” 
Cont. 	
   “Paine says that for the colonist not to seek full independence will only temporarily end the struggle, and that the children of those currently in power will later be forced to take up arms against the British. Is that the legacy to leave the children of America? For a while, Paine admits that he thought it possible that reconciliation might occur. However, after the battle of Lexington and Concord, it became clear to him that the situation had deteriorated too much for a reconciliation to occur.” 





Finally : 
   “Paine begins to set out the details of what he sees as the proper form of government for America. He offers a way of choosing the congress and President and recommends the convening of a "Continental Conference" to produce a "Continental Charter" that will lay down certain laws for the union and ensure the protection of certain fundamental rights. Paine says that the law should reign sovereign in America, and that it is important that the most fundamental laws be inscribed in a constitution. He ends this section with an impassioned plea to break free of the tyranny of the British.” 
  




















Why Common Sense Is an important work? 


· Thomas Paine's Common Sense was important because it persuaded the general population of the American colonies that a Declaration of Independence was necessary.
While many colonists were in rebellion against the British, an actual separation from Britain was a radical idea that was difficult to accept. A similar recalcitrance against independence was dividing the Continental Congress, State Assemblies and other authoritative bodies.
After Common Sense was published, public opinion shifted in favor of independence. As public opinion changed, so did the opinions of the higher authorities right up to Continental Congress. 

Paine was against the British throne despite not having lived in the colonies until near the time of the revolution. While it may seem strange to some that an Englishman by birth who was of middle age in 1776 would hold such a stance, it is easy to understand when one sees the three most important points that Paine espouses in Common Sense:
1-The need for temporary elected rulers.
 2-Abusive rulers will always be abusive. 
3-Separation of church and state.
ALSO:
- The nature of society and government
-The problem of monarchy
- The state of the colonies under British rule
-The abilities of the Colonies.

He argued for two main points:
 (1) independence from England. 
(2) the creation of a democratic republic. 

DETAILS 
Among the many interesting points Thomas Paine makes, the first to truly strike to the heart of the matter of revolution is when he states that "it makes sense for one man to say to another, 'you will rule over me; I elect you to be the collective voice of the people.' But it makes no sense for a man to say, 'you will rule over me, your children will rule over my children, and their children will rule over their children,' because down the line there will be rulers unworthy of ruling their own lives let alone a nation of people depending upon them.“History backs up Thomas Paine's point here, and it is this need for a republic that the people choose their representative rather than rely on the heir of some heir to speak for them. When this occurs, abuse can be more rampant, especially when the rulers know that they will rule until they die.

Abusive Relations Will Never Cease When the Abuser is Appeased:
Paine's next great point was that it would be of no value not to go to war with and punish the British because all of the peaceful attempts had failed and led to more abuse from abroad in the forms of taxes and a growing presence of their military.
Paine had basically stated that "to think that relations will be peaceful after parting quietly from someone who has been abusive is naive at best." To separate from England required might and force. The act had to be decisive with no other alternative. This applies among nations and individual relationships. 
Separation of Church and State:
Paine's point comes at the very end of the pamphlet where he calls for a separation of church and state. It is surprising to see it in print in 1776, especially when in 2011 there are many people who cite only 20th century examples of this idea, making it seem very modern.
Thomas Paine could be said to be ahead of his time.

Another points: 
 *Any attempts to work with Great Britain before the "nineteenth of April, i.e., to the commencement of hostilities, are useless now.   "The blood of the slain, the weeping voice of nature cries, 'tis time to part." 
"I challenge the warmest advocate for reconciliation to show, a single advantage that this continent can reap, by being connected with Great Britain." 
*We should look at the many injuries that the colonies have undergone and will continue to undergo as long as we are connected with Great Britain. 
*We don't need Britain for protection against her enemies nor do we need her for commerce. 
".whenever a war breaks out between England and any foreign power, the trade of America goes to ruin, because of her connection with Britain." 
*Do away with monarchies because the divine law (of God) should be "King of America" and the people should form a government of their own (a republican charter). 
".let a day be solemnly set apart for proclaiming the charter; let it be brought forth placed on the divine law the word of God law ought to be king" 
  
*England is not run by France even though the king is a descendant from France.
*Children cannot survive on milk alone and never get any meat....The colonies have grown up and need to be set free to live on their own just as children do. 




The readers reached to certain questions after they read the work such as:

 Why should tiny England rule the vastness of a continent?
 
How can colonists expect to gain foreign support while still professing loyalty to the British king? 

How much longer can Americans stand for the repeated abuses of the Crown? 

