

Native American Oral Tradition

· What is oral tradition? 
· What types of oral traditions exist?
· What is the importance of oral tradition ?

Native American Oral  Tradition 
The Native American culture is known for its rich oral tradition – instead of using a written language to document their history, these people simply relied on their verbal language to share their history, customs, rituals, and legends through vivid narratives. 

· Definition of Oral Tradition : 
a Community's cultural And historical traditions passed down by word of mouth or example from one generation to another without written instruction. 

· The Types of Oral  Traditions 
Oral traditions can be categorized into different types, including stories of origin and emergence, historical narratives ,legends, and Trickster tales .
Legends are oral traditions related to particular places and often involve culture heroes, witches, ghosts, or some other phenomenon related to that place. They can involve the recent or distant past, but are most important in linking people and the land. 
In contrast to other types of oral traditions, folktales are acknowledged as things which did not really happen, but are useful stories for providing moral or social lessons or for entertainment.   






· Stories 
· Native American stories, rich in tradition, are rooted in the things of tribal experiences; and, because they are oral rather than written, the tales rely upon a performance dimension that is lost to a reader. 
· some stories are told in complex performances that, for an understanding of their fullest dimensions, require the audience’s knowledge of the location of particular places where events occurred and the specific voices in which certain characters are speaking. 
· Native American stories are chants, songs, or narratives rely upon a performance, a dramatic presentation that the written word for the most part cannot convey. 
· Cycles of stories relate to the Native Americans’ subsistence experiences —planting, hunting, and fishing — and to life experiences — birth, puberty, and death. 
· Other stories explain the more distant origin of the world and emergence of the people, the development of the particular Native American population and crucial events in the history of that population, and the uncertain nature of human existence. 


· Origin and Emergence Stories 
are complex symbolic tales that typically dramatize the tribal explanation of the origin of the earth and its people; establish the central relationships among people, the universe, and the other creatures of the earth. 
Culture Hero Stories
dramatize a people’s belief about how a remarkable individual altered the original world and social order to its culturally accepted norm. The events in these stories account for the origin of distinctive cultural beliefs, values and practices. 







Trickster tales
 can tell us about a culture and can also be folklore from a culture.  The story tells us something about how people act and behave, and can include a main lesson or moral.  Many cultures have their own unique tricksters and folklore which explains cultural values and social norms.  These stories can explain why something exists or why something happens.

A Trickster is a character in a Trickster Tale  who doesn't follow rules and tricks other people to get what they want.  They can be animals, people, or other characters.  They can be good or bad, clever or unintelligent, strong or weak, kind or unkind, and so on. 

 
· Historical Narratives 
explain the movements of the tribe, and thus frequently recount the colonization of the tribe by the Europeans. Some historical narratives feature legendary figures of mythical proportions who move about in historic settings. In these narratives, the relationship between actual event and tribal belief is not always clear. Other historical narratives serve primarily as tribal record, and are thus extraordinarily accurate. 


· The Importance of Oral Tradition 
History comes alive
Each time a story was told, it breathed life into the culture, cultivated their verbal language, gave meaning to the tribe’s history, and also taught life lessons about things like love, leadership, and honor, as well as their connection to the earth and intimate relationships with the animals they depended on. 
Making a connection with music & sound
As a way to encourage a deeper feeling of interconnection between tribal members and their environment, when these stories were told, they were often accompanied with song, music, spoken word, and dance.

