Poetry
Third Year-second semester
The 11th lecture:                                                                                             د.علياء بدر
The last lecture
“Pied Beauty”
Hopkins
Hopkins is a nature and religious poet. When he was experimenting on rhythm, what was his aim? The majority of his themes were centered on showing the varieties which God has created for human for human beings. In showing varieties and differences, he tries to reflect these practically in his rhythms. We can speak about his characteristics as a craftsman in writing verse when we finish discussing our poem. For Hopkins, the most important thing you must to know about him is that he was that poet who can be considered as pre-modern. Do you remember who considered to be pre-romantic? William Blake because he has those characteristics of the romantics before the Romantic Movement started to establish itself with Wordsworth and Coleridge. For Hopkins, he has also those roots of modern styles poetry in his poems. Like Browning, we said that he is also considered to be paving the way for modern poetry in drawing and digging deep into the psychology of people. And in his poetry, we do not see the poet. We do not feel that the poet is there like the poem which we have studied. We know about them through dramatic monologue. It was a modern trend started to be popular in modern poetry. So, For Browning and for Hopkins, we can consider them as paving the way for modern poetry. If you would study the period in which Hopkins lived, you will find that he lived and died before the beginning of the 20th century, but his poetry earlier in the anthologies and in the poetry books which were published early in the first half of the 20th century, you will find that Hopkins was included with modern poets of the 20th century, not with the 19th century. Most of his poetry was published many years after his death because he published very few and he was opposed by the Victorian critics at that time finding him so strange and some did not understand his experimentations, that they found it unpoetic at all. So, he starts publishing his poetry and his poetry was published after his death. This is one reason why Hopkins was considered as an early modern poet. And the second reason is because of his style. The publishers found that he belongs more to the modern than to the Victorian poets. What you have to know about Hopkins is that he has many characteristics of modern poetry which you are going to study later in 20th century literature through his experiments, in verse, in form and in rhythm. The poem which we are going to study that we will study today; we will be amazed that it is going to be a sonnet and it does not consist of 14 lines. He was experimenting in everything. His aim to go back to his aim and his themes is that he wants to show that greatness of God lies in that he created perfect things and human beings although each one of these things; all creatures, has his own identity and different than the other. He could create all these different things and creatures and in the same perfection. Now I am going to read the poem. 
Pied Beauty
Glory be to God for dappled things— 
For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow; 
For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim; 
Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches' wings; 
Landscape plotted and pieced—fold, fallow, and plough; 
And áll trades, their gear and tackle and trim.
All things counter, original, spáre, strange; 
Whatever is fickle, frecklèd (who knows how?) 
With swíft, slów; sweet, sóur; adázzle, dím; 
He fathers-forth whose beauty is pást change:
Práise hím.

When we explain the poem, you will find how he gathers all these words in order to show the greatness of God in his creation; how many things God has created and how he is great in each and everything he has created. This is our first impression. 
(Pied Beauty)= usually the title gives us an idea about the theme. So, he is speaking about beautiful things. 
(Pied) = different colors, things which contain more than color. Containing colors means mixed and different. But do you think that they are different so that they are forming different entities? No. Like the Mosaic, each part is different, but at the end they form one whole in harmony with each other to form one whole with a certain identity. Through his images, we will know that the universe is full of different things, but at the end all these together form the world/ the universe which we are living in. Human beings are totally different; you will see how many different faces, figures, colors, attitudes, personalities, languages, features there are. Each one is different than the other and at the same time all of them form a whole human beings and all should obey God and should pray to God. Things gather them though they are different, but still they unite in a certain thing, one or more. 
(Glory be to God for dappled things—)
 He starts his poem with praising God, praying to him.
He praises God:
(For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow;)
Here he is describing the color of the sky. He wants to describe two things which are colored, bringing them together with a very unusual metaphor, comparing the sky to a cow. He is different even in his images. He insists on showing this difference. This is why the Victorians did not like his poetry. 
(For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim;)
“trout” is a kind of fish that swim.
It means that he is gathering all the spotted things together.
(Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls;)
It is a very strange image. He wants to describe the chestnut that it falls (when it ripens, it falls from the tree). It has a very beautiful color when it ripens and when it is still fresh. The color is very shinning one. When it falls sometimes, it breaks and it shows what is inside. Inside it is almost white. It has from the outside the color of coal, not black, because it is under fire; it is burning. So, it is brownish and reddish. It has this color. Even the colors he uses and how he describes the colors show that he is a painter; how he mixes the colors. 
(finches' wings;)
He moves now to describe the wings of a bird. You know that the birds have also different colors. Sometimes, they are all white and they have on their wings some black spots. So, birds also have colors. 
(Landscape plotted and pieced—fold, fallow, and plough;)
Now he is describing the landscape (plotted and pieced). Fallow: when you try to dig the soil preparing it to be planted later, before ploughing it. They dig in order to refresh the soil and to let more oxygen to come into the soil.
So, even the soil itself has colors. When it is dry it has different colors than when it is plough. 
(And áll trades, their gear and tackle and trim.)
Now he came to not only the creation of God, but also what human beings do. 
Trades= their business.
Their gear= their organization of things in order to accomplish their missions. 
(tackle and trim) how they work in the land. Here he is referring to the farmers. (their organization of the land, how they tackle it and how they trim it, making shapes). All create difference. 
This is the first stanza
It consists of 6 lines, dealing with one idea; different colors of things. All are created y God, but with variety. We speak here about the variety of spotted things and places. If we want to go into details, look at the second line, starting from the sky and then going to the cow (animals), and rose-moles on fish (sea creatures), then going to plants (chestnuts and coal), then going to the wings of birds, then going to the landscape which God has created and which human beings have worked on it. All emphasize the fact that the world is full of differences and varieties which all we have to thank God for creating them. In the first line, he says (Glory be to God); he praises God for all these creations which he is mentioning and counted, starting from the sky and reaching to the landscape. And in between we have the birds, we have the sea creatures, the land animals and we have also the colors of the landscape and so on. So, he counts all what God has created; things and creatures. So, we have to praise God for what he has created for human beings. He ends this stanza with human beings although he does not mention them. (They are trading) it is their business. 
(All things counter, original, spáre, strange;)
All things opposed each other. They are different. 
(original)= unique.
Each one has its unique identity. (uniqueness, strangeness).
(Whatever is fickle, frecklèd (who knows how?))
fickle= colored.
Who knows how they are spotted like this and different like this, who knows? Only God; the creator. So, it is a rhetorical question here. 
(With swíft, slów; sweet, sóur; adázzle, dím;)
swift= light and quick. 
We have many contrasting things. All these contrasting things are again created by God and there is beauty in them whether they are swift or slow, whether they are sweet or sour, and whether they are dazzle or dim. 
(He fathers-forth whose beauty is pást change: 
Práise hím. )
 He is the creator. His beauty is past change; it does not change. This is too much. All things change; Seasons change and people change, but God does not change. With all these variety, God stays great and the creator. (Práise hím.) He starts and ends with praising God. 
So, he is emphasizing the greatness of God through counting his creations; what he has created for human being. 
It is a religious poem. It is something very normal or ordinary about Hopkins himself. But what is different? It is how he conveys his theme. As he is emphasizing difference here and the beauty of difference, he writes in a different style. 
The rhyme scheme:
-The first stanza: abc abc 
-The second stanza:  dbcdc
The rhymed words:
-(Things- wings).
-(Cow-plough).
-(Swim-Trim), (dim-him).
-(strange-change).     It is really exceptional.
The strange about the creations of God is how they are different and changeable. But God stays unchangeable. 
Let us go back to the form. You have mentioned the alliterations. 


-alliterations:
-(Glory be to God) 
-(couple-color-cow) 
-(all-stipple)
-(firecoal-fall)
-(trade-tackle-trim)
-(spare-strange)
-(fickle-freckled)
-(swift-slow-sweet-sour)
There are many alliterations. Each line has many words that alliterate. In this way he of course draws your attention to the similarity, but at the same time each word has a different meaning. So, there are differences and there is something that unites them at the same time. They are different in meaning as all the creatures are different in identity; each one has its own identity whether a creature or a thing, but at the same time there are things that unite them. They share in some characteristics, being creations of God and all changeable and all have to praise God. So, the alliteration here is very significant because it unites in repetition of sound what are different. He does not only employ rhythm and musical devices like alliterations and consonances, but he employs also rhythm through accents. He insists in using variation of feet and meters. He sometimes depends on the count of stresses, not the feet.
(áll trades) “all” and “trades” are stressed to emphasize that “all” is very important (the variety and the plenty of things). 
When we read lines like this (With swíft, slów; sweet, sóur; adázzle, dím;), how many stresses do we have? (swíft, slów; sweet, sóur; adázzle, dím). When he stresses all these, it is because he wants you to give attention and to emphasize that fact that he is counting things. Whatever he counts, he will not count all. There are plenty of things. 
He is using stresses in order to support his meaning/ his theme, not to create music although it creates somehow. The stresses here affect the tone. It is not hymn that is very slow and praising God emotionally. Here your reason is participating. Your imagination is imagining all these spotted things. 
Hopkins sees God in everything around him. So, he is so religious and his poetry is devoted to this. He is a nature poet and a religious poet. He is a nature poet because all his images are taken from nature and what is more than nature which can show us easily the greatness of God and his creation. It is obvious for everybody. So, nature for him proves the existence of God at the time when Victorian during the Victorian age with all the industrial revolution and with all the discoveries and inventions, people started to have doubt and doubt was marking that age.  At that time, Hopkins believed that all the inventions and scientific inventions do not arouse doubt. For him, they emphasize the fact of the existence of God. He sees them from another point of view, not like the Victorians. This is why he was different. He employs and uses his talent in showing and proving the greatness of God at the time of doubt. 
He insists on the differences God has created and this is why he tries to use this idea in praising God/ in writing poetry which is different/ in rhyme/ in rhythm/ in form. The poem here consists of six lines for the first stanza and four lines and a half for the second stanza. 
The rhyme scheme: We have two triples here; Terza rima. As in the Shakespearian sonnets, we have quatrain, quatrain, quatrain and then a couplet or in the Petrarchan sonnet, we have an octave and sestet. Here is nearer to the Petrarchan sonnet, but with a different rhyme scheme. In the Petrarchan sonnet, we have (abba), but here we have (abc) and it is cut short and the sestet and we have a full stop after trim; it is the first full stop. And then we have another full stop at the end of the poem. So, it is a sestet. The first part in the first stanza in Petrarchan sonnet, the poet displays his topic and in the sestet, there is a solution or a conclusion. In the first stanza, he counts the things for what we are going to praise God and glorify him and in the second stanza, he insists on the differences; he does not here counts the things, but he counts the differences. We do not see here fish, birds, or the sky, but he counts differences (originals, spares, strange, fickle, fickle, swift, slow, sweet….). So, the he counts the different characteristics of things. 
And then he ends the poem as he starts it with praising God. The difference here goes side by side with the differences in the creatures of God or the creations of God and the theme of the poem. 
If Hopkins is considered to be a pre-modern poet, it is because of his psychological poetry. For Hopkins, he is also a pre-modern poet because of his experiments in form and rhyme and rhythm. 
The doctor comments on what a student has said about the Victorian age:  
In the Victorian Age, when they were interested in finding similarities between things, even the tree they tried to trim them in shapes in order to have regularity. They have regularity in meter, they have regularity in shapes. They have standards in everything. For Hopkins, he sees beauty in differences/ in variety. This is how God has created the world/ the universe. 
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