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In Heart of Darkness, we find the relation between the white man and the black man. This relation involves exploitation, cultural domination, complicating relationship between the whites and the others. 
This novel was written in the 19th century. Britain was a country that colonized many countries. They were exploiting the others. 
The general concept was capitalism. It was the idea behind colonization. They were interested in accumulating capital. They had the desire to go to different places and colonize it for the sake of money making, for the sake of natural resources.
It is an important background to understand symbolism and the significance of such a work by Joseph Conrad “ Heart of Darkness” 
The title itself is very significance. He will describe the situation- the context in which the black population of the Congo. The story is about the experience of a white man in Congo- heart of Africa.  It shows his problems with the black Men in the Congo.  
The story describes a situation in which the black populationسكان of Africa used to suffer from the white man; how the white man was interested in the case of the exploitation of others by going to their country convincingيقنع them that he was trying to civilize them. They tried to convince the black men that they were in need for them. 
It is a different genre of literature. It is what we call colonial literature. 
Joseph Conrad was a writer who learned to write literature, fiction. He used his own experience as a sailor. He uses allusions of reality. Thanks to his gloriousمجيد literature, we have allusions of reality. He uses symbolism and wrote colonial literature. 
The story is about travel, the relationship between the white man and the black man. 
Joseph Conrad had a very difficult childhood. He took decisions to travel when he was 17 years old. He was too young to travel alone. He started his career as a sailor.
 Key Facts
Literary Genre: 
Heart of Darkness is a novella. It is not as long as a novel and not as short as a short story.  It is not a very long book. It is just a novella. 
It is different from other genres. It is characterized by symbolism- symbolic nature- he refers to things symbolically. It is colonial literature. It is written during the time of colonizationاستعمار- when Britain used to colonize other parts of the world. 
It is about adventures; travel on board of a ship to Africa- to the Congo. 
We have different situations, stories, events. 
It is almost a romance because it insists on heroism.  It refers to the supernatural. It speaks about symbolism.  It is symbolic. The work is much more symbolic than realistic. The nature of description of events is based on symbolic nature. 
The author wants to convey a message- that the world is full of difficulties. It is better to refer to it using symbolism. It deals with the symbolic rather than with the realistic. He is dealing with the question of colonialism in particular. It was speaking about the 19th century that was dominated with the idea of colonization. It is related to colonialism and imperialism. 
“Heart of Darkness” refers to two realities, two facts; while Europe was living in an age of enlightenmenتنويرt, Africa was in darkness. It is the darkness of the skin of the blacks. The blacks have dark skins. 
What does Conrad mean by darkness in the novel?
The darkness refers to the black Africans with black skins and also it refers to the situation in which African lived in. the one who was responsible for the darkness in which they lived was the Europeans. 
The word darkness refers to a situation, a condition of living in darkness. It shows that the dark Africa suffered from racism. It reflects the blackness of the people themselves. It describes the reproductionاعادة انتاج of the blacks by the white in the 19th century through colonization and exploitation.  They used to exploit African countries and take their natural resources and usurp their riches. It is mixed with the civilization mission. 
The fact of darkness is produced and reproduced by the whites through many practices’ the practice of colonization, cultural violation, language- English was a medium through which  the white men used to reproduce the blacks, to identify them as black,  to make them feel that they are inferior- not on the same level as the whites. The blacks become the subject of the production and reproduction of the whites. The black lost their identity in the process of being exploited, racializedتفرقة عنصرية, being colonized, being massacred, being used.  
The novella is criticizing the significant theme of darkness, racism, exploitation, massacresمذابح.
The whites wanted the black to follow them, imitate them, and believe in them, in their power. But they did not want them to become exactly as they are. They wanted them to follow their path, go in their shadow. This is the act of reproduction. 
This is the message of  Joseph Conrad  in his novella. 
The novella is written in English language- although Joseph Conrad learned the English language at the age of 22. He became a famous writer in English language.
 It was written in 1899. It was published in 1902.
In the novella, there are two narrators; an anonymous passenger on a pleasant ship who listens to Marlow’s story.
Marlow is a central character in the novel. He narrates using the personal pronoun “I” he is a middle aged ship captain. Marlow is the protagonist of the novella.  He does reflect Joseph Conrad himself. Marlow is a character that is repeated in many other novels of Conrad. 
The Point of View of the novel is expressed in the first personal narrator. The first narrator speaks in the first-person plural, on behalf of four other passengers who listen to Marlow’s tale. Marlow narrates his story in the first person, describing only what he witnessed and experienced, and providing his own commentary on the story.  Marlow is a narrator, a story teller. 

The novella is written in the point of view of the first person narrator. It means that it is subjective. Marlow is describing his experience and providing his commentary on the story. It is a subjective point of view.  Marlow speaks highly of himself.  He believes in his experience. 
The novella’s point of view is subjective. 
Marlow is Joseph Conrad in fiction. 
The tone of the story is ambivalent: Marlow is disgusted at the brutalityوحشية – inhumanity- uncivilization of the white European-of the Company and horrified by Kurtz’s collapse- but he claims that any thinking man would be tempted into similar behavior.
In the 19th century, the whites founded companies in black countries. They pretended that they would help other countries, they would bring to them prosperity and wealth. They founded their companies in Africa to exploit the natural resources of Africa. They needed to found production companies to take gold, ivory from Africa.
Marlow, by telling the story, he does not speak about himself. He speaks about the brutality and the exploitation of those countries . they claimed that they came to Africa to civilize the blacks and give them food . Yet, it was a big lie.  They came for the sake of exploiting the riches of those countries. They only served their interests. 
In the story  there is some sort of struggle between Marlow and Kurtz. 
Kurtz represents the awful side of the European civilization. It is symbolic. 
Time of the novella is the latter part of the 19th century between 1876-1892, 
Setting (place) · Opens on the Thames River outside London, where Marlow is telling the story that makes up Heart of Darkness. Events of the story take place in Brussels, at the Company’s offices, and in the Congo, then a Belgian territory. 
Protagonist · Marlow
major conflict · Both Marlow and Kurtz confront a conflict between their images of themselves as “civilized” Europeans and the temptation to abandon morality completely once they leave the context of European society.
Rising action · the brutality Marlow witnesses in the Company’s employees, the rumors he hears that Kurtz is a remarkable and humane man, and the numerous examples of Europeans breaking down mentally or physically in the environment of Africa.
This is how the events rising high. Marlow is very concerned about the company and how it did not bring civilization as they used to claim. He was also shocked by hearing that Kurtz was a good man. He was a white man who exploited other people. He is a racistعنصرى. He only presents the interests of his company. Kurtz was not a humane man. 
CLIMAX – when things reach their highest level- 
Marlow’s discovery, upon reaching the Inner Station, that Kurtz has completely abandoned European morals and norms of behavior. He turned to be a person who pretends what he is not. 
FALLING ACTION · Marlow’s acceptance of responsibility for Kurtz’s legacy, Marlow’s encounters with Company officials and Kurtz’s family and friends, Marlow’s visit to Kurtz’s Intended. He accepts reality as it is. He cannot change it overt night. 
Marlow is an ambivalent character. He cannot decide what to do. 

THEMES · 
· The hypocrisy of imperialism
· madness as a result of imperialism
· the absurdity of evil
MOTIFS · Darkness (very seldom opposed by light), interiors vs. surfaces (kernel/shell, coast/inland, station/forest, etc.), ironic understatement, hyperbolic language, inability to find words to describe situation adequately, images of ridiculous waste, upriver versus downriver/toward and away from Kurtz/away from and back toward civilization (quest or journey structure)

The 1st Industrial Revolution 1750-1850
2nd Industrial Revolution 1850-1900
There was a close relationship between this and Conrad’s writings. 
1st Industrial Revolution was based on cotton production and textile industry. They colonized half of the world in hope of finding cotton. Cotton plantation had relation with local market and international market and it was one cause of slavery . 
Textile used to be produced in factories. They had labors and capitalists, industrialists. 
What does Capitalism mean?
Capitalism is the accumulation of money, property… 
The industrialists needed raw materials for textile industry. The industrialists were forced to find natural resources abroad- out of England- through companies and factories. 
This was the nature of Capitalism. In order to get raw materials, they adopted a strategy in order to convince the others- black agents ….. 
It was the beginning of occupation which led automatically to colonization. If the others accept to do it peacefully, it was an opportunity for the colonizer to make them prosper, to have proper religion, to teach them English language, to civilize them. yet, it was not the truth. The truth is that they exploited these countries. 
It happened during the 1st industrial revolution and became stronger with the 2nd industrial revolution. 
It was the age of the exploitation استغلال of others- of the white man domination.    

 


When we speak about Conrad, we find that he combines all opposites. He is a Victorian and a skill writer. He is an optimist متفائلand at the same time a pessimistمتشائم. 
Marlow is a deeply experienced character. He has the experience of a sailor and of travelling. He has met lots of people all over the world. Most of the time, he is stuck in a certain situation and he wants to evaluate this situation by going back to his experience. He is at the same time a traditional hero. He is also broken and damaged. He is honest, he is a thinker. He is toughقاسى. His character is a challenge for the readers. He explored everything to the extreme. This resulted in the toughness of his experience. He has emotional evaluation of reality. He has these two extremes, these two aspects of his character. He is tough, broken and capable. He has these contrasts.  It is a trick used by Joseph Conrad to combine all these contrasts in the character of Marlow. He is in a dilemmaمشكلة. He has to use his experience to solve it. 
This is the way- situation that Conrad puts his character in.  It is a way of dealing with reality. 
The main conclusion we draw from such a character is that he did not weaken him to death or destruction. The way he deals with his dilemma strengthensيقوى his personalityشخصيته.  
Conrad intentionally عن عمدput Marlow in such a knot. Conrad lived the same experience with Marlow. It is a very complex life, a very complex character.  Being a sailor makes him a tough man. Sailors are tough people. They face danger every single minute while sailing in seas or oceans. 
The world had defeated him. There is a concept of defeatهزيمة. He is defeated because he has no confrontation مواجهwith reality. There is a gap between the real and the imaginary world, between hope and reality, dreams and everyday life. Marlow is a character who lives in the imaginary world. He fails to live in reality. He is defeated by the world because he keeps on strugglingصراع. At the end, he handed up worries and skeptical شكىideas. Because he has a lot of experiences, he became skeptifullشكاك. He does not trust anyone. He becomes cynicalساخر. He thinks that no one is trustworthy. Skepticism and cynicism are two major characteristics of someone who has much experience in life. 
These two adjectives in Marlow show how Conrad viewed life. These are two important characterization of reality. 
Marlow is the focus- centre- of Conrad’s thoughts.  
Marlow mediates the fear of the world. This is important because it tells something about the context of the 19th century. It was the time of Individualismالفردية - Capitalismرأسمالية. Individuals had to work hard. It also has to do with Skepticism and Calvinism. 
Calvinism refers to John Calvin. He was a preacherواعظ. It says that if one works hard and succeeds he wins God’s satisfactionرضا. He is blessed. Working hard and achieving success is a kind of bless. It is related to skepticism. It has to do with one’s relation to God. 
The ethic of Calvinism dominated the 19th century society. Working hard and being tough is a merit. In the middle ages merits and prosperityرخاء were given to individuals by birth.  With the coming of Capitalism in the 19th century and the emergence ظهورof factories and the capitalist راسمالىeconomy, industry, many things changed to the better. 
Marlow embraced these two important values, the work ethic value. 
He was also intellectual. Not everybody in the 19th century was intellectual, even capitalists themselves. Intellectuals wrote novels and at the same time worked hard. It is a good combination of who you are as a person who works hard to achieve his goals and being someone who produces intellectually, who is a thinker. 
We have to make a link between the contexts in which Marlow lived – intellectual- economical- social…. and the production.
Conrad wrote the character of Marlow because he believed that he embodiedيمثلthe modern age. He believed that Marlow is the embodiment of the paradoxesتناقضات of the modern age. He is a mix between the values of the middle ages and the beginning of the modern age. Marlow is a mediatorوسيط between two ages- two extremes. He was the messenger, the reconciliationتوافق- توازن between the past and the present. He reconciles the past with the present through his negotiation تفاوضof the relationship of what the values of modernism embodiment. He shows the evils of capitalism and exploitation.  Marlow domesticated- روضtamed the evils of modernity, of imperialism, capitalism, colonization. He weaves the Victorian values with the values of individualism and equality , of the human relations, the humanitarian kind of life. 
   He is a complex character that would not give up easily for the evils of capitalism and exploitation. 
He played the joker. He could fit in every one and in everywhere. He is used by Conrad to domesticate the present with the past, to tame the evils in the present with the values of the past. 
This is why we consider Marlow as a prime major character who embodies life.  He is intelligent, elegant, a natural philosopher. He is highly skilled. He is the ideal person in the Victorian and the post Victorian age. He is a mechanical person. We cannot find a character as complex as he himself. He embodies both extremes. He is a moderate معتدلcharacter. He is simple, but not simplisticساذج, elite but not the elitistمتغطرس, open minded. He has the ability to imagine, to interact with others even if they are extremists. He is not extremist himself. He allows himself to interact, understand, struggle with others.  He never moves away from his principles and his values.  He knows what he does and what he thinks.  
In the 19th century, they speak about money as an agent, the main accesses of life. 
The story is a lecture, a lesson. His main concern is to tell his story to know how he thinks and how he evaluates things. 
KURTZ 
It is not a less complex character. He is carrying unintended evil. 
He is meant by Conrad to be a man of contradiction not paradox. 
Marlow is paradoxicalمتناقض. Kurtz is contradicting. He is a kind of character who is smeared- spoiled يفسدwith civilization. He is such a complex character that he becomes flat.  He has fallen. He is a symbol of the white civilized man. He is a bad personality in terms of immoralityفساد الاخلاق, evil.  He is not evil in nature, but he is meant to be evil through the reality of capitalism and exploitation. Marlow was not driven to the material world. He was not attracted to it. 
Kurtz resembles the evil character. He is not silly or stupid. He becomes so evil because of his ambitionطموح. He was forced to become evil. He did not want to. 
He is a highly gifted individual. He has problems in his personality that made him to turn into a greedyطماعcapitalist. He is drawn as being a puppet to reality. It explains to the readers how civilization corrupts individuals in the 19th century.  He is such a hallow character.  He is so mean. He loves money deeply. Conrad wants to show the readers through the character of Kurtz how we would be masters if we want to be, how experience could teach him to be so. 
Kurtz is static, motionless nature which condemns him to be such a mechanical personality. He goes down so easily. He is in a dilemma. Kurtz does not have an essence. He does not have an essential character. He is not deep.  He is only shallow- hallow. He has determination. Kurtz is not worthy of contemplation or meditation. He loves money and domination. We cannot think deeply of him.  
· Discuss the main characteristics of Marlow and Kurtz- determine the main traits in them
· Make a comparison between the two characters. 


The sea-reach of the Thames stretched before us like the beginning of an interminable waterway. In the offing the sea and the sky were welded together without a joint, and in the luminous space the tanned sails of the barges drifting up with the tide seemed to stand still in red clusters of canvas sharply peaked, with gleams of varnished sprits. A haze rested on the low shores that ran out to sea in vanishing flatness. The air was dark above Gravesend, and farther back still seemed condensed into a mournful gloom, brooding motionless over the biggest, and the greatest, town on earth.
The Director of Companies was our captain and our host. We four affectionately watched his back as he stood in the bows looking to seaward. On the whole river there was nothing that looked half so nautical. He resembled a pilot, which to a seaman is trustworthiness personified. It was difficult to realize his work was not out there in the luminous estuary, but behind him, within the brooding gloom.

It is very dark, sad, gloomy, motionless بلا حركة- ساكنpicture of the weather in relation to the boat. 
Conrad moves on to introducing the main characters.
The companies represent the interests of the European in Africa. These companies are the mere representation of the wide European presence in Africa. 
When you are on board of a ship, you have to trust the captain. 
The narrator wants to convey to us that while being on board of a boat, we have to trust the captain. The captain of that ship is like a pilot. He is a trustworthyمحل ثقة. 
The narrator wants to reassureيؤكد the readers that there must be some trust of the captain of a ship. He is the captain of the ship and at the same time he is the director of the company. It is very important. It means that he has a key position. There must be some trust to the director. It means that he is a trustworthy جدير بالثقةperson. But, we will see later whether he is trustworthy or not. 
estuary,= فريق البحث
Between us there was, as I have already said somewhere, the bond of the sea. Besides holding our hearts together through long periods of separation, it had the effect of making us tolerant of each other's yarns -- and even convictions. The Lawyer -- the best of old fellows -- had, because of his many years and many virtues,
These are the people on the boat. There is a lawyer. It was in the 19th century. People were educated. There is also an accountant. 
the only cushion on deck, and was lying on the only rug. The Accountant had brought out already a box of dominoes, and was toying architecturally with the bones. 
The lawyer represents the legal side of the company. The accountant represents the financial side of the company. It means that the company has got a mission to accomplish. 
These people are not haphazardly on the ship.  They must be very important in terms of the relationship of the director. It is the right exact social structure of the boat. 
Marlow sat cross-legged right aft, leaning against the mizzen-mast. He had sunken cheeks, a yellow complexion, a straight back, an ascetic aspect, and, with his arms dropped, the palms of hands outwards, resembled an idol. 
Marlow also was there. Marlow is the one who represents extremes of things. 
This is how the narrator describes Marlow. He is an important person on the boat. 

The director, satisfied the anchor had good hold, made his way aft and sat down amongst us. We exchanged a few words lazily. Afterwards there was silence on board the yacht. For some reason or other we did not begin that game of dominoes. We felt meditative, and fit for nothing but placid staring. 
There was silence on the board. 
It is made of ivory- getting it from elephants after killing them. They kill the animal to make the dominos, to play a game with. 
Playing dominoes on board is significant. The game refers to the game of life. 
These four people are playing dominoes. 
Conrad chooses the game of dominoes on purpose because it has a political connotation. It refers to the game of Imperialism, colonization and capitalism. سياسة لوى الذراع
When playing dominoes, one can lose one piece . 
In colonization if they want to occupy other countries, they have to lot other countries. 
We have to pay attention to the kind of weather when the story begins. The boat has made its way in the river. Four people are on board- the director= the captain, the lawyer, the accountantمحاسب and Marlow. They represent the cultural civilization of the west. They are all educated white men.  It also represents the level of exploitation استغلالof the western country of Africa.  

The day was ending in a serenity of still and exquisite brilliance. The water shone pacifically; the sky, without a speck, was a benign immensity of unstained light; the very mist on the Essex marsh was like a gauzy and radiant fabric, hung from the wooded rises inland, and draping the low shores in diaphanous folds. Only the gloom to the west, brooding over the upper reaches, became more sombre every minute, as if angered by the approach of the sun.
At the end of the gloomy كئيبpicture, the day ends in serenity هدوءand brilliance. 
The water was clear. The light began to appear in the sky. 
He is describing the beauty of nature. 
Then he moves on from the description of the weather to the description وصفof the boat. Then he describes the characters. Then he describes the weather at the end of the day. 
Then he moves to the description of the company and the white men in Africa. 
Forthwith a change came over the waters, and the serenity became less brilliant but more profound. The old river in its broad reach rested unruffled at the decline of day, after ages of good service done to the race that peopled its banks, spread out in the tranquil dignity of a waterway leading to the uttermost ends of the earth. 
We looked at the venerable stream not in the vivid flush of a short day that comes and departs for ever, but in the august light of abiding memories. And indeed nothing is easier for a man who has, as the phrase goes, "followed the sea" with reverence and affection, that to evoke the great spirit of the past upon the lower reaches of the Thames. The tidal current runs to and fro in its unceasing service, crowded with memories of men and ships it had borne to the rest of home or to the battles of the sea
This is the complication تعقيدof the relationship between man and nature. This is a kind of natural combinationمزج - relation between man and the tide المد و الجزر فى البحرof the sea- the currents. It is as if he tells them about the history and the battles of the sea and all the men who died in the sea. It is a collective memory of man-ships relation. 
The narrator makes a relationship between the tide of the sea and the memories of man. The tide as if remembers all the memories of man and ships. It is asymptotic – biological relationship between man and the current of the sea. The sea holds the memories. 
Asymptotic relationship= it is an organic relationshipعلاقة عضوية. 
It means that these two things are closely connected to each other. If we separate them, they will vanish يتلاشىand die. They are too much organically related. If we make a separation, they die organically. 
The relationship between the tide and the memory was asymptotic relationship. If we take the tide away from the sea, the sea will figuratively die.
If the sailor is taken away from the sea, he will die or vanish. He cannot resist يقاومnot being in the sea.  
This is the meaning of this kind of relationship=Two things that are too close to separateيفصل, to differentiate يفرق.  
It had known and served all the men of whom the nation is from Sir Francis Drake to Sir John Franklin, knights all, titled and untitled -- the great knights-errant of the sea
It is the celebration of England, of the English man- of the white man.
Sir Francis Drake was an explorerمكتشف. 
The narrator wants to thank the water, the sea for allowing the British to go and explore يكتشفthe earth. 
There is a celebration about that. The narrator celebrates the British exploration, discoveries. It is asymptotic relationship between Britain as a country and its explorers and heroes.    
titled and untitled those who were famous and those who were unknown. There are so many English people who crossed the sea and the English Channel. This is a celebration for all those who contributedساهم to the  British gloryعظمة .
There is a symptomatic relationship between the sea and the British explorers مكتشفينwho served their nation.  
It had borne all the ships whose names are like jewels flashing in the night of time, from the GOLDEN HIND returning with her rotund flanks full of treasure, to be visited by the Queen's Highness and thus pass out of the gigantic tale, to the EREBUS and TERROR, bound on other conquests -- and that never returned. It had known the ships and the men. They had sailed from Deptford, from Greenwich, from Erith -- the adventurers and the settlers; kings' ships and the ships of men on 'Change; captains, admirals, the dark "interlopers" of the Eastern trade, and the commissioned "generals" of East India fleets. Hunters for gold or pursuers of fame, they all had gone out on that stream, bearing the sword, and often the torch, messengers of the might within the land, bearers of a spark from the sacred fire. What greatness had not floated on the ebb of that river into the mystery of an unknown earth! . . . The dreams of men, the seed of commonwealths, the germs of empires.

He moves to glorifyيمجدthe achievement of the British in terms of heroism.  It is a celebration احتفالof the British crown, the history of their conquestsغزو, trade and capitalismرأسمالية.
Then he will move to speak about some values of the 19th century.  
Then he moves to speak about the problem of the Commonwealth and colonization.  
There is lots of irony. Marlow is the critical eye of the white man. Civilization has led them to exploit يستغل rest of the humanity. 
The opening of the book offers detailed description of the setting, the weather, the boat, the ship, the ship mates, and the journey. 
The sun set; the dusk fell on the stream, and lights began to appear along the shore. The Chapman light-house, a three-legged thing erect on a mud-flat, shone strongly. Lights of ships moved in the fairway -- a great stir of lights going up and going down. And farther west on the upper reaches the place of the monstrous town was still marked ominously on the sky, a brooding gloom in sunshine, a lurid glare under the stars And this also," said Marlow suddenly, "has been one of the dark places of the earth."


The central theme in the coming chapter is colonization related imperialism. Colonization is closely related to imperialism. Colonization means to occupy the space of the other preparing for exploitation. This the imperialistic thought.  It means economic interest through the 
Capitalist system is promoted through the desire to colonize- to occupy the space of the others. Europeans make use of economic mode of production, which is capitalists, in order to gain more prosperityرخاء even on the expense على حسابof the others.  They promote يقدمcapitalism in order to gain more prosperity.  
What infuriatesيثير غضبه- makes him mad, angry-   Marlow is the hypocrisy نفاقof imperialismاستعمار because it has another discourse. First it pretends يدعى to bring civilization, culture حضارة, language, religion and prosperity to Africa. Pretention is the pretest by which exploitation begins. The real aim for Marlow was hidden – camouflage يتخفى – the real aim was exploitationاستغلال.  There is a pretest ادعاء to civilize, the real intentionنية is to exploit يستغل. Europeans come with intention , a pretest to civilize African countries . Their real intention is to exploit يستغل those countries. 
The Africans had a reaction. They did not believe that the Europeans came to their countries to civilize them.  White men used to use force against the Africans. Africans resist يقاوم and confrontيواجه. Europeans used force and murder. They killed them. There is no civilizationحضارة, but brutality وحشيةand massacredمذابح. When the Africans resistيقاوم, the Europeans turned to use force at the end. The end, the result is colonization احتلالand brutalityوحشية. 
There was an economic competition between the European countries. They had competition to occupy the best territories مناطقof Africa. They wanted to share the world( the cake). They made a competition who would conquer and occupyيحتل more countries in the world. 
At the beginning Marlow is depicted as a character who knows more than the others. He has a comprehensive knowledge. The lawyer and the accountant has a mission to serve the economic interests of Britain. Marlow is depictedرسم as a broaderواسع- كبير, bigger character. He is described as a central character who knows better than the rest. He is a sailor, a captain, a writer, a critic. He is posted, positioned وضعby Conrad as the authority of knowledge سلطة المعرفةin the novel. He overlooks the rest of the characters. He looks from a very particular angleزاوية محددة. He knows everything. He has the authority of knowledge. 
In The trip to Africa he is disheartenedبائس. When he first reached the outer station, he was happy. He has some eye for the future.
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