                                         7th lecture on grammar 

Relative pronoun

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

  A relative pronoun is a pronoun used to mark a relative clause, and having the same referent as the element of the main clause (usually a noun or noun phrase) which the relative clause modifies.

  An example is the English word which in the sentence "This is the house which Jack built." Here which Jack built is a relative clause modifying the noun house. The relative pronoun which marks the relative clause and refers (within the relative clause) to the man being referred to in the main clause. It can be considered to provide a link between the two sentences "This is a house" and "Jack built the house", where the house referred to in each case is the same.

  In providing a link between a subordinate clause and a main clause, a relative pronoun is similar in function to a subordinating conjunction. Unlike a conjunction, however, a relative pronoun does not simply mark the subordinate (relative) clause, but also plays the role of a noun within that clause. For example, in the relative clause which Jack built given above, the pronoun which functions as the object of the verb build. Compare this with "Jack built the house after he married", where the conjunction after marks the subordinate clause after he married, but does not play the role of any noun within that clause.

Antecedents

   The element of the main clause which the relative pronoun stands for within the relative clause (such as house in the above example) is called the antecedent of that pronoun. In most cases the antecedent is a noun or noun phrase, although it is also possible for the pronoun to refer to a whole proposition, as in "The train was late, which annoyed me greatly", where the antecedent of the relative pronoun which is the clause "The train was late" (the thing that annoyed me was the fact of the train's being late).

In a free relative clause, a relative pronoun has no antecedent; the relative clause itself plays the role of the co-referring element in the main clause. For example, in "I like what you did", what is a relative pronoun, but without an antecedent – the clause what you did itself plays the role of a noun (the object of like) in the main clause. A relative pronoun used in this way is sometimes called a fused relative pronoun, since the antecedent appears to be fused into the pronoun (what in this example can be regarded as a fusion of that which).
Kinds  of relative pronoun :
The relative pronouns are:

	Subject
	Object
	Possessive

	who
	who(m)
	whose

	which
	which
	whose

	that
	that
	



We use who and whom for people, and which for things.
Or we can use that for people or things.

We use relative pronouns:

• after a noun, to make it clear which person or thing we are talking about:

the house that Jack built
the woman who discovered radium
an eight-year-old boy who attempted to rob a sweet shop

• in relative clauses to tell us more about a person or thing:

My mother, who was born overseas, has always been a great traveller.
Lord Thompson, who is 76, has just retired.
We had fish and chips, which is my favourite meal.

But we do not use that as a subject in relative clauses.

We use whose as the possessive form of who:

This is George, whose brother went to school with me.

We sometimes use whom as the object of a verb or preposition:

This is George, whom you met at our house last year.
This is George’s brother, with whom I went to school.

But nowadays we normally use who:

This is George, who you met at our house last year.
This is George’s brother, who I went to school with.

When whom or which have a preposition the preposition can come at the beginning of the clause...

I had an uncle in Germany, from who[m] I inherited a bit of money.
We bought a chainsaw, with which we cut up all the wood.

… or at the end of the clause:

I had an uncle in Germany who[m] I inherited a bit of money from.
We bought a chainsaw, which we cut all the wood up with.

We can use that at the beginning of the clause:

I had an uncle in Germany, that I inherited a bit of money from.
We bought a chainsaw, that we cut all the wood up with.

Absence of relative pronoun

Not all relative clauses contain relative pronouns. Some languages, such as Mandarin Chinese, do not have relative pronouns at all, and form relative clauses (or their equivalents) by different methods – these are described in detail in the article on relative clauses. English can also make relative clauses without relative pronouns in some cases, as in "The man you saw yesterday was my uncle", where the relative clause you saw yesterday contains no relative pronoun – it can be said to have a gap, or zero, in the position of the object of the verb saw.

Role of relative pronoun

Other arguments can be relativised using relative pronouns:

Subject: Hunter is the boy who kissed Jessica.
Indirect object: Hunter is the boy to whom Jessica gave a gift./Hunter is the boy who Jessica gave a gift to.
Adpositional complement: Jack built the house in which I now live. (similarly with prepositions and prepositional phrases in general, for example These are the walls in between which Jack ran.)

Possessor: Jack is the boy whose friend built my house.
Variant forms of relative pronouns

In some languages, such as German, Serbo-Croatian and Latin, which have gender, number, and noun declensions, the relative pronoun agrees with its antecedent in gender and number, while its case indicates its relationship with the verb in the relative or main clause.[1] In some other languages, the relative pronoun is an invariable word.

The words used as relative pronouns are often words which originally had other functions: for example, the English which is also an interrogative word. This suggests that relative pronouns might be a fairly late development in many languages.[2] Some languages, such as Welsh, do not have relative pronouns.

In English and German, different pronouns are sometimes used if the antecedent is a human being, as opposed to a non-human or an inanimate object (as in who vs. which).

(5) This is a bank. This bank accepted my identification.
(6) She is a bank teller. She helped us open an account.
With the relative pronouns, sentences (5) and (6) would read like this:

(7) This is the bank which accepted my identification.
(8) She is the bank teller who helped us open an account.
In sentences (7) and (8), the words which and who are the relative pronouns. The word which is used because the bank is a thing; the word who is used because the teller is a person. Alternatively, the relative pronoun that could be used in either case.

MCQ on relative pronouns

Q1-Stratford is the town ____ Shakespeare was born in.

[image: image1.wmf]where
[image: image2.wmf]which
[image: image3.wmf]Either could be used here.

Q2 - The hotel ____ we stayed was good.

[image: image4.wmf]where
[image: image5.wmf]which
[image: image6.wmf]Either could be used here.

Q3 - The man ____ interviewed me seemed friendly enough.

[image: image7.wmf]who
[image: image8.wmf]which
[image: image9.wmf]Either could be used here.

Q4 - The British Prime Minister, ____ was interviewed yesterday, denied responsibility.

[image: image10.wmf]who
[image: image11.wmf]that
[image: image12.wmf]Either could be used here.

Q5 - The car ____ was stolen belonged to my partner.

[image: image13.wmf]which
[image: image14.wmf]that
[image: image15.wmf]Either could be used here.
Q6 - The house ____ they have rented is in the centre of town.

[image: image16.wmf]which
[image: image17.wmf]that
[image: image18.wmf]Either could be used here.

Q7 - The crowd, ____ were making a lot of noise, were told to move on by the police.

[image: image19.wmf]who
[image: image20.wmf]that
[image: image21.wmf]Either could be used here.

Q8 - The company, _____ CEO is under investigation, is doing very badly.

[image: image22.wmf]which
[image: image23.wmf]whose
[image: image24.wmf]Either could be used here.

Q9 - The capital city, ____ cathedral is one of the finest in the country, is worth visiting.

[image: image25.wmf]whose
[image: image26.wmf]which
[image: image27.wmf]Either could be used here.

Q10 - The school, ____ has seven hundred students, had the bext exam results in the country last year.

[image: image28.wmf]that
[image: image29.wmf]which
[image: image30.wmf]Either could be used here.
Other exercises :

	Put in the relative who, which or whose where necessary. Type an x if the relative pronoun can be left out.

Example: Peter is the boy ____ rides the blue bike.

Answer: Peter is the boy who rides the blue bike.

	

	1) This is the boy-----------------had an accident.

2) Yesterday I saw a car--------------was really old.

3) Mandy is the girl---------------I met on Friday.

4) I haven't seen Frank,------------- brother is five, for a long time now.

5) The robber stole the car--------------the lady parked in front of the supermarket.

6) This is the man ---------------   house is on fire.

7) Can I talk to the girl----------------- is sitting on the bench?

8) The book ---------------    you gave me is great.

9) She likes hamburgers----------------are hot.

10) Bill Clinton,---------------  was President of the USA, has only one daughter.



Combine the sentences using relative clauses with a relative pronouns 

1.We bought a car last week. The car is blue.

The car -----------------------------------
2.The girl is a singer. We met her at the party. 

The girl -----------------------------------------------------
3.The bananas are on the table. George bought them.

The bananas ------------------------------------------------
4.We watched a film last night. It was really scary.

The film -------------------------------------------
5.I have to learn new words. They are very difficult.

The new words---------------------------------------------
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