
                                           5th and 6th lectures on grammar  
Definition of a sentence

                       A sentence is a grammatical unit consisting of one or more words that that are grammatically linked. A sentence can include words grouped meaningfully to express a statement, question, exclamation, request, command or suggestion.[1]

A sentence can also be defined in orthographic terms alone, i.e., as anything which is contained between a capital letter and a full stop.[2] For instance, the opening of Charles Dickens' novel Bleak House begins with the following three sentences:

-London. 
-Michaelmas term lately over, and the Lord Chancellor sitting in Lincoln's Inn Hall.
- Implacable November weather.

The first sentence involves one word, a proper noun. The second sentence has only a non-finite verb. The third is a single nominal group. Only an orthographic definition encompasses this variation.

As with all language expressions, sentences might contain function and content words and contain properties distinct to natural language, such as characteristic intonation and timing patterns.

Sentences are generally characterized in most languages by the presence of a finite verb, e.g. "The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog".
Classification

By structure

One traditional scheme for classifying English sentences is by the number and types of finite clauses:

A simple sentence consists of a single independent clause with no dependent clauses.

A compound sentence consists of multiple independent clauses with no dependent clauses. These clauses are joined together using conjunctions, punctuation, or both.

A complex sentence consists of at least one independent clause and one dependent clause.

A complex-compound sentence (or compound-complex sentence) consists of multiple independent clauses, at least one of which has at least one dependent clause.

By purpose

Sentences can also be classified based on their purpose:

A declarative sentence or declaration, the most common type, commonly makes a statement: "I have to go to work."

An interrogative sentence or question is commonly used to request information — "Do I have to go to work?" — but sometimes not; see rhetorical question.

An exclamatory sentence or exclamation is generally a more emphatic form of statement expressing emotion: "I have to go to work!"

An imperative sentence or command tells someone to do something (and if done strongly may be considered both imperative and exclamatory): "Go to work." or "Go to work!"

   Sentence length

After a slump of interest, sentence length came to be studied in the 1980s, mostly "with respect to other syntactic phenomena"
By some definitions, the average size length of a sentence is given by "no. of words / no. of sentences". The textbook Mathematical linguistics, written by András Kornaiin suggests that in "journalistic prose the median sentence length is above 15 words". The average length of a sentence generally serves as a measure of sentence difficulty or complexity. The general trend is that as the average sentence length increases, the complexity of the sentences also increases.
In some circumstances "sentence length" is expressed by the number of clauses, while the "clause length" is expressed by the number of phones.
D. L. Olmsted points out that the length of a sentence, even without any testing, can arbitrarily reach a maximum, because "[every] sentence [has a] length of less than a million words".
A test done by Erik Schils and Pieter de Haan (by sampling five texts) showed that any two adjacent sentences are more likely to have similar lengths, and almost certainly have similar length when from a text in the fiction genre. This countered the theory that "authors may aim at an alternation of long and short sentence". Sentence length, as well as word difficulty, are both factors in the readability of a sentence.[13] However, other factors, such as the presence of conjunctions, have been said to "facilitate comprehension considerably".
Another definition from 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/sentenc
Grammar . a grammatical unit of one or more words that expresses an independent statement, question, request, command, exclamation, etc., and that typically has a subject as well as a predicate, as in John is here,  or Is John here?  In print or writing, a sentence typically begins with a capital letter and ends with appropriate punctuation; in speech it displays recognizable, communicative intonation patterns and is often marked by preceding and following pauses.
Grammar note :
      A sentence is the largest grammatical unit in language. It communicates a complete thought—an assertion, question, command, or exclamation. In general, assertions and questions—the overwhelming majority of sentences—require a subject and a verb, put together in a way that can stand alone, resulting in what is called an independent clause (see main clause): He kicked the ball  is a sentence. After he kicked the ball is not a sentence; instead it is a dependent clause (see subordinate clause). Even though it has a subject and a verb, it needs to be connected to something in order to complete the assertion: After he kicked the ball, he fell down;  or He fell down after he kicked the ball.  In the case of commands, the subject need not be written because “you” is understood: Go home!  means You go home!  And exclamations clearly express excitement, alarm, anger, or the like with no need for either a subject or a verb: Wow! Gadzooks! Ouch! 

        In everyday speech we routinely use phrases or clauses that would not make a complete sentence—so-called sentence fragments—because the conversation or the circumstances make the meaning clear. For example, we might answer a question like “Where did you go?” with “To the store,” or “Why can’t I stay out till midnight?” with “Because I say so,” or “What are you doing?” with “Trying to fix this toaster,” instead of “I went to the store,” “You can't stay out that late because I say so,” or “I am trying to fix this toaster.” In written dialogue sentence fragments are perfectly acceptable. They would generally be regarded as sentences simply because they begin with a capital letter and end with a suitable punctuation mark. But they are not sentences in a strict grammatical sense. And as a rule, sentence fragments are frowned upon in formal or expository writing. They can be useful—indeed, powerful—but in such writing they are effective only if used sparingly, in order to achieve a deliberate special effect: We will not give up fighting for this cause. Not now. Not ever.
Differences between a sentence and a fragment  

Sentence Fragments

Fragments are incomplete sentences. Usually, fragments are pieces of sentences that have become disconnected from the main clause. One of the easiest ways to correct them is to remove the period between the fragment and the main clause. Other kinds of punctuation may be needed for the newly combined sentence.

Below are some examples with the fragments shown in red. Punctuation and/or words added to make corrections are highlighted in blue. Notice that the fragment is frequently a dependent clause or long phrase that follows the main clause.

     Fragment: Coach Dietz exemplified this behavior by walking off the field in the middle of a game. Leaving her team at a time when we needed her. 

Possible Revision: Coach Dietz exemplified this behavior by walking off the field in the middle of a game, leaving her team at a time when we needed her.

Fragment: I need to find a new roommate. Because the one I have now isn't working out too well. 

Possible Revision: I need to find a new roommate because the one I have now isn't working out too well.

Fragment: The current city policy on housing is incomplete as it stands. Which is why we believe the proposed amendments should be passed. 

Possible Revision: Because the current city policy on housing is incomplete as it stands, we believe the proposed amendments should be passed.

       You may have noticed that newspaper and magazine journalists often use a dependent clause as a separate sentence when it follows clearly from the preceding main clause, as in the last example above. This is a conventional journalistic practice, often used for emphasis. For academic writing and other more formal writing situations, however, you should avoid such journalistic fragment sentences.

      Some fragments are not clearly pieces of sentences that have been left unattached to the main clause; they are written as main clauses but lack a subject or main verb. No main verb
    The Complete Sentence

Recognize a complete sentence when you see one.

A complete sentence has three characteristics:

First, it begins with a capital letter.

In addition, it includes an end mark—either a period [ . ], question mark [ ? ], or exclamation point [ ! ].

Most importantly, the complete sentence must contain at least one main clause. A main clause contains an independent subject and verb and expresses a complete thought.
Check out these examples:

The banana rotting at the bottom of Jimmy's book bag has soaked his biology notes with ooze.

Did you notice the cricket swimming in your cup of tea?
I cannot believe that you tried one of those disgusting chocolate-broccoli muffins!

        If a main clause exists in the sentence, you can attach whatever other sentence elements you need. Look at the additions to the main clause below. All of the additions keep the original main clause complete.

-A bumblebee flew into Peter's open mouth.

-Buzzing around the picnic table, a bumblebee flew into Peter's open mouth.

-A bumblebee flew into Peter's open mouth, stinging the poor boy's tongue, which swelled up as big and as blue as an eggplant.

-Because it smelled the peach-flavored bubble gum, a bumblebee flew into Peter's open mouth.

-A bumblebee flew into Peter's open mouth and tickled the poor boy's tonsils.

-Taking a wrong turn, a bumblebee flew into Peter's open mouth, but it buzzed back out before Peter swallowed.

Avoid an accidental fragment :
Sometimes you might begin a group of words with a capital letter, then conclude with an end mark, but forget to insert a main clause anywhere in the mix. When this happens, you have written a fragment, a major error in writing. Read the examples that follow:

Because hungry sharks flashed on the surface of the waves.

No main clause = a fragment.

Spilling the hot spaghetti sauce all over his new suede shoes.

No main clause = a fragment.

To buy nice jewelry for his greedy girlfriend Gloria.

No main clause = a fragment.

For example, a mailbox stuffed with bills, two dozen messages on the answering machine, an uppity cat, and a dead lawn.

No main clause = a fragment.

And peeked into the room, risking the wrath of Mrs. Mauzy, who has no patience for students walking into class late.

No main clause = a fragment.

Read the revisions below. You will see that adding a main clause completes the thought:

Because hungry sharks flashed on the surface of the waves, Mike and Sarah decided to return their surfboards to the car.

Leonardo grabbed the pot handle with his bare hands, spilling the hot spaghetti sauce all over his new suede shoes.

Danny sold half of his comic book collection to buy nice jewelry for his greedy girlfriend Gloria.

For example, April found a mailbox stuffed with bills, two dozen messages on the answering machine, an uppity cat, and a dead lawn.

Sherry turned the doorknob and peeked into the room, risking the wrath of Mrs. Mauzy, who has no patience for students walking into class late.
Exercises :
Directions: Read the passage below. Underline the part that is a fragment.

1-Maria wasn't watching her plate of barbecue very carefully. So Santana, the family beagle, snatched a chicken leg hanging over the edge. As baked beans and potato salad slid onto Maria's new sandals.

2-Ever since Andre peeked at Melissa's paper during the biology exam. Guilt has consumed him. Even the blueberries floating in his cereal bowl seem like the accusing eyes of Dr. Gregory, his biology instructor.

3-James opened the door of his cluttered refrigerator. Which caused a pint of blueberries to fall to the floor. The fruit bounced and rolled everywhere in an explosion of indigo.

4-Richie loves to walk his friends' dogs at Lake Eola Park. For example, Kim's Labrador retriever Murphy or Gary's bulldog Kembo. Beautiful women, Richie has learned, gravitate toward guys with cute dogs.
Website for further practices

http://www.chompchomp.com/frag01/frag01.04.htm
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                                Active Voice, Passive Voice
Introduction 

The passive voice in English is formed with the verb to be and the past participle, which is different for regular verbs (translated, mended) and irregular verbs (taken, thrown). 

Statement: The letter is written. This shop has been opened.

Question: Is the letter written? Has the shop been opened? 

Negative: The letter is not written. The shop has not been opened.

The continuous is as follows. (Other continuous tenses are normally used in the active voice, but not in the passive.)

Present: A new house is being built in our street.

Past: A new house was being built in our street.

In all the examples above the agent is not mentioned. We do not know it.  

Similarly:
 Flowers were planted in the garden. (We do not know who did it).

If we want to say who planted the flowers we mention the agent at the end of the sentence and use the preposition by.

The flowers were planted by my mother.

But: The window was smashed with a stone. (The stone is not the agent. We do not know who smashed the window. We only know how he or she did it).
Direct and indirect objects

If there are both direct and indirect objects in the active voice, the indirect object becomes the subject in the passive voice.

Active: My friend sent me a letter.  

Passive: I was sent a letter by my friend. (Not: A letter was sent to me by my friend. This sentence does not sound natural in English.)

Similarly: They offer Trevor a place. - Trevor is offered a place.

The infinitive without to

In the active voice some verbs are followed by the infinitive without to. In the passive form we use most such verbs with the infinitive with to.

Active: We saw them come. She made him do it.

Passive: They were seen to come. He was made to do it.  

But: They let us go. - We were let go.  

Use

The passive is used:

1. If the action is more important than the agent.

A demonstration has been held. This theatre was built in 1868.  

The important thing is what happened, not who did it.

2. If the agent is not known.

He was offered a job. (Someone offered him the job) 

They are supposed to be good students. (Some teachers suppose that) 

 The difference in meaning between the simple and continuous

A new house is built in our street. (The house is finished.)

A new house is being built in our street. (They are building it these days, it is not finished.)

I was being introduced to Mrs. Jones when her husband arrived. (Her husband arrived in the middle of the introduction.)

When her husband arrived I was introduced to Mrs. Jones. (Her husband arrived first and then she introduced me.)

Notes

   This form is typical of an impersonal and formal style, which is why you can often find it in public notices, announcements, instructions or scientific articles.

English is spoken in this shop. Visitors are not allowed to smoke. The seal must be removed. 

In a less formal style the active voice is more usual.  

English is spoken in this shop. - We speak English in this shop.

He was seen in Dover. - They saw him in Dover.

The seal must be removed. - You must remove the seal.

In the English language this form is more frequent than in many other languages. Moreover, you can find some structures in English which are not possible in some languages.  

I am told that you are going to have a baby. It is thought that the crises will end soon.

There are two special forms for verbs called voice:

1. Active voice

2. Passive voice

The active voice is the "normal" voice. This is the voice that we use most of the time. You are probably already familiar with the active voice. In the active voice, the object receives the action of the verb:

	active
	subject
	verb
	object

	
	 
	>

	
	Cats
	eat
	fish.


The passive voice is less usual. In the passive voice, the subject receives the action of the verb:

	passive
	subject
	verb
	object

	
	<
	 

	
	Fish
	are eaten
	by cats.


The object of the active verb becomes the subject of the passive verb:

	 
	subject
	verb
	object

	active
	Everybody
	drinks
	water.

	passive
	Water
	is drunk
	by everybody.


Now we'll look at the passive voice in more detail 
                Passive Voice
The passive voice is less usual than the active voice. The active voice is the "normal" voice. But sometimes we need the passive voice. In this lesson we look at how to construct the passive voice, when to use it and how to conjugate it.
             Construction of the Passive Voice

The structure of the passive voice is very simple:

subject + auxiliary verb (be) + main verb (past participle)

The main verb is always in its past participle form.

Look at these examples:

	subject
	auxiliary verb (to be)
	 
	main verb (past participle)
	 

	Water
	is
	 
	drunk
	by everyone.

	100 people
	are
	 
	employed
	by this company.

	I
	am
	 
	paid
	in euro.

	We
	are
	not
	paid
	in dollars.

	Are
	they
	 
	paid
	in yen?


Use of the Passive Voice

We use the passive when:

· we want to make the active object more important

· we do not know the active subject

	 
	subject
	verb
	object

	give importance to active object (President Kennedy)
	President Kennedy
	was killed
	by Lee Harvey Oswald.

	active subject unknown
	My wallet
	has been stolen.
	?


Note that we always use by to introduce the passive object (Fish are eaten by cats).
Look at this sentence:

· He was killed with a gun.

Normally we use by to introduce the passive object. But the gun is not the active subject. The gun did not kill him. He was killed by somebody with a gun. In the active voice, it would be: Somebody killed him with a gun. The gun is the instrument. Somebody is the "agent" or "doer".

Conjugation for the Passive Voice
We can form the passive in any tense. In fact, conjugation of verbs in the passive tense is rather easy, as the main verb is always in past participle form and the auxiliary verb is always be. To form the required tense, we conjugate the auxiliary verb. So, for example:

· present simple: It is made

· present continuous: It is being made

· present perfect: It has been made

Here are some examples with most of the possible tenses:

	infinitive
	to be washed

	simple
	present
	It is washed.

	
	past
	It was washed.

	
	future
	It will be washed.

	
	conditional
	It would be washed.

	continuous
	present
	It is being washed.

	
	past
	It was being washed.

	
	future
	It will be being washed.

	
	conditional
	It would be being washed.

	perfect simple
	present
	It has been washed.

	
	past
	It had been washed.

	
	future
	It will have been washed.


                                         Active or Passive Quiz
Choose whether the verb is active or passivethen change it into opposite voice:
1
I ate a piece of chocolate cake. 


2
The librarian read the book to the students. 


3
The money was stolen. 


4
They are paid on Fridays. 


5
The movie is being made in Hollywood. 


6
I washed my car three weeks ago. 


7
His hair was cut by a professional. 


8
I will introduce you to my boss this week. 


9
It would have been fixed on the weekend. 


10
The national anthem is being sung by Jason this time. 

11      Boys like to play soccer. -  

12)   This room has been painted blue. -  

13)   Cricket is played in Australia. -  

14)   I am given a book. -  

15)    We have lost our keys. -  

16)    You might see dolphins here. -  

17)   The report must be completed by next Friday. -  

18)   They were singing a song in the lesson yesterday. -  

19)   A letter was written to her some days ago. -  

20)   The black bike is being repaired at the moment. -  
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