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The Characteristics of Tests
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There are four main reasons for testing which give rise to four
categories of test
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Placing new students in the right class in a
school is facilitated with the use of placement
tests
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Placement test

They usually test grammar and vocabulary
knowledge and assess students’ productive
and receptive skills
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Diagnostic tests
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While placement tests are designed to show
how good a student’s English 1s 1n relation to
a previously agreed system of levels,
diagnostic tests can be used to expose learner
difficulties, gaps in their knowledge, and skill
deficiencies during a course.
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Thus, when we know what the problems are,
we can do something about them.
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Progress or achievement

tests
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These tests are designed to measure
learners’ language and skill progress in
relation to the syllabus they have been
following.
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Achievement tests at the end of a term
(like progress tests at the end of a unit)
should reflect progress, not failure.
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They should reinforce the learning that
has taken place, not go out of their way
to expose weaknesses.
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They can also help us to decide on
changes to future teaching programs.
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Proficiency tests
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They give a general picture of a student’s
knowledge and ability (rather than measure
progress)
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They are frequently used as stages people have
to reach if they want to be admitted to a foreign
university, get a job, or obtain some kind

of certificate.
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Characteristics Of A Good Test
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Validity

A test is valid if it tests what is supposed to test
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Thus it is not valid, for example, to test writing
ability with an essay question that requires
specialist knowledge of history or biology
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A particular kind of validity that concerns most
test designers is face validity.
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This means that the test should look, on the ‘face’
of it, as if it is valid.
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Reliability
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A good test should give consistent results
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For example, if the same group of students took
the same tests twice within two days----without
reflecting on the first test before they sat it again
--- they should get the same results on each
occasion.
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If they took another similar test, the result should
be consistent.
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In practice, reliability is enhanced by making the
test instructions clear, restricting the scope for
variety in the answers.
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