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Poetry (6)    

The Shepherd's Calendar by Edmund Spenser

The Shepherds Calendar is allegorical استعاريwhich means that it can be interpreted يفسر on two levels of meaning. One is criticizing ينتقدthe Elizabethan society. 

     In the Shepherds Calendar, Spenser has used the old form of language which is called the archaic قديم language, he used the old spelling when you read you will find that. The spelling is completely different. The Shepherd's Calendar consists of twelve pastoral eclogues خاص بالرعاة one for each month of the year.
What is an Eclogue? قصيدة يتحاور فيها الرعاة
    It is a pastoral poem that was written earlier by Virgil and others, so it's a classical form of writing and it's not invented by Spenser. It was written earlier. It's a kind of dialogue between shepherds.
    So in every dialogue we have two characters talking with each other. They are talking about the life of shepherds. Through this dialog, we can feel certain reflections on the modern life. It is about the moods , feeling and attitudes of simple life. It is a pastoral poem, so though the simple dialogue you can see reflections on the social and artistic life.  ال قصيدة الرعوية مكتوبة في وقت سابق ،  هى الشكل الكلاسيكي للكتابة وانها ليست من اختراع سبنسر. انها كتبت في وقت سابق. انها نوع من الحوار بين الرعاة.
    لذلك في كل حوار لدينا اثنين يتحدثون مع بعضهم البعض. انهم يتحدثون عن حياة الرعاة. من خلال هذا الحوار ، يمكننا أن نرى بعض التأملات في الحياة العصرية. فهو يقع في حوالي الشعور و المزاجية والمواقف من الحياة البسيطة. فهى قصيدة رعوية ، و على الرغم من أن الحوار بسيط ترون انعكاسات على الحياة الاجتماعية والفنية
    In every Eclogue you have a kind of introduction and you'll find a kind of picture. In the picture you can see the character represented. And you can see astrological references in one of the clouds.   

    In the picture of October for example you can see a building and you have two shepherds. And then we can see in the clouds astrological references في الغيوم الفلكية الأبراج.   
    We have an introduction to the argument it tells you what this Eclogue is talking about. The twelve epilogues represent the twelve months of the year and each picture reflects what is going to be discussed in the epilogue and in the cloud you can find the astrological reference. In the argument you can find what is going to be discussed.  

    October is the best one which we are going to be reading……Why? Because it talks about art and poetry, so we have two characters discussing what is poetry what is the role of the poet and what does poet do. Poetry does not only delight يبهج but it also teaches.

    Sidney wrote criticism when he was talking about the role of poetry. In the sixteenth century all the poets did not write only for pleasing but also to teach. When you read a poem you enjoy reading it and you will learn a moral. جميع الشعراء لم يكتبوا فقط لإرضاء ولكن أيضا للتدريس. عند قراءة قصيدة تستمتع القراءة وسوف تتعلم أخلاق   

   These eclogues are divided by the commentator E.K into three categories: 
1) plaintive حزين  2) re- creative. إبداعى    3) moral.  أخلاقى
     What kind of language did Spenser use? He used the language of Chaucer because he was a great admirer إعجابfor Chaucer. This language is more difficult, so you will find a completely different spelling grammar even strange words. The language that is used is called archaic قديم language which means old.  

    Spenser used different meters he didn't use only the iambic pentameter       sometimes he use five or six or 7feet in a line. This was his early work that's why he was experimenting يقوم بتجارب. In every epilogue you will find a new or different stanza. He uses couplets and he also uses stanzas of three lines, he used quatrains he used stanzas of five lines he used stanzas of six lines he used stanzas of eight lines, and he used his own stanza which is called Spenserian stanza….. What is Spenserian stanza?

It is of nine lines they are of iambic pentameter but the last line is a hexameter. We will deal with this stanza in "The Fairy Queen". 

    He used a new stanza called sestina it is used in a poem of six stanzas each stanza is six lines and the rhyme that is used in the first stanza is used alternatively البديل in the other five stanzas.           

In the "Shepherd's Calendar" we will feel a lot of experimentation…..Why? Because he wanted to discover what he is capable of.  It was a great achievement and it was one of the great works. [image: image1.wmf]
لأنه يريد أن يكتشف قدراته. انه انجاز عظيم وأنه كان واحدا من الأعمال العظيمة.
  Spenser went to Ireland and worked as a Secretary in Ireland there he starts to work with his great Romantic epic "The Fairy Queen". 

    It is an epic which is a very long narrative poem. We have so many stories in the epic that happens to one hero, he is having all the good qualities courageous , brave honest and he represents certain morals. So "The Fairy Queen" is an allegorical Romantic epic and it talks about Queen Gloriana the queen of the fairyland who represents Queen Elizabeth. It is a fascinating work of art. Spenser planned to write "The Fairy Queen" in twelve books but unfortunately he only finished six books. Three books he wrote in Ireland and came to London and published them then he continued to write the other three books. He began the seventh but he could not complete it because he died.  It's a fascinating classical work. استعاري ملحمة رومانسية وأنه يتحدث عن الملكة غلوريانا ملكة دنيا الخيال الذي يمثل الملكة اليزابيث. فهو عمل رائع من الفن. سبنسر يخطط لكتابة "الملكة الجنية" في اثني عشر كتابا فقط ولكن للأسف انه انهى ستة كتب. ثلاثة كتب وكتب في ايرلندا ، وجاء إلى لندن ، ونشرهم ثم استمر في كتابة هذه الكتب الثلاثة الأخرى. بدأ في السابعة لكنه لم يتمكن من انجازه بسبب وفاته. انها رائعة العمل الكلاسيكي. 
    After "The Fairy Queen" he published a poem called complain غامض also published different literary works. And he wrote to also sonnet sequence, it is called "Amoretti" he wrote also two marriage songs called Epithalamion and Prothalamion.
    They were written in celebration of his marriage. Spenser actually returned back to England when there was a revolution in Ireland and he died there and was buried near Chaucer.

     Spenser is a complex genius First of all he was influenced by the Renaissance. He was also influenced by the classics and he was keen in order to develop his style and his technique and he experimented in   English poetry. Why he is a very significant poet who actually influenced the next generation. سبنسر هو عبقري معقد كان يتأثر في عصر النهضة. كما انه كان يتأثر بالكلاسيكية وانه حريص من أجل تطوير أسلوبه ، وكان قد جرب في الشعر الانجليزي. لماذا كان شاعرا كبيرا جدا في الواقع ا ثر في الجيل القادم
     His work maybe you can feel that it's a difficult to read because of the form of spelling that he followed. Notice for example that he substitutes يستبدلthe /i/ with an /e/ he Adds final/e/ for certain words   and other things.  

   Spenser's work is always printed in the original spelling because this is representing Spenser himself. He makes use of a lot of punctuation; he makes use of what's called rhyme.

       For October if you look at the picture you will find that you have two shepherds conversing شىء معكوسwith each other. Here we have in Latin. The first two quotations are taken from the Iliad's. In which the speaker is overwhelmed يغمر by the appearance of Venus   the goddess of love.
"   by what name should I call thee……….. "

     It's important to read the quotation from the book don't download from the Internet. The quotation usually a poet uses at the beginning is like an introduction to what is going to come in the argument. So he quoted this from the Iliad's.    

ARGUMENT. 

In Cuddle is set out the perfect pattern of a poet, which

finding no maintenance of his state and studies, complaineth

of the contempt of poetry, and the causes thereof ; specially

having been in all ages, and even amongst the most bar-

barous, always of singular account and honour, and being,

indeed, so worthy and commendable an art ; or rather no

art, but a Divine gift and heavenly instinct not to be

gotten by labour and learning, but adorned with both, and

poured into the wit by a certain ' J^ov-e^a a>wr-gmd celestial

inspiration, as the author hereof elsewhere at large dis-

coxirseth in his book called "The English Poet, ' which

book being lately come to my hands, I mind also, by God's

grace, upon further advisement, to publish.

What he means by divine gift? دينى    The poet here believes that poetry is not a kind of hard work only you have to have a kind of inspiration. If you do not have the talent you cannot write poetry this is what he means by divine gift and having the inspiration. الشاعر هنا يرى أن الشعر ليس نوعا من العمل الشاق و يجب أن يكون لدينا نوع من الالهام. إذا لم يكن لديك موهبة لا يمكنك كتابة الشعر هذا هو ما يعنيه هبة إلهية ،
    The English poet is a collection of poem written by Spencer that unfortunately was lost. We know about it from the reference in the connotations معنى إضافى توحيه الكلمة علاوة على معناها الأصلى. This is the argument it's like an introduction that tells us that the epilogue is going to talk about poetry and art. 

     So in the argument there is a kind of its explanation of how the poet   should have the talent , the skill and who is inspired and this talent is   polished by hard work   to get it into a more refined one. تفسير لكيفية الشاعر ينبغي أن تكون الموهبة والمهارة ، والذي هو من وحي وهذا هو الموهبة المصقولة من العمل الشاق  قبل ان تتحول الى مزيد من الصقل.
    A poet must have enough enthusiasm حماسةin order to elevate يرفع his poetry and polish الصقلhis talent, so talent without hard work is useless.   

The 1st stanza

PIERS. CUDDIE.

Piers. CTJDDIE, for shame ! hold up thy heavy head,

And let us cast with what deliglit to chace

And weary this long* lingering Phcebus^iftice.

Whilom thou wont the shepherds' lads to lead

In rhymes, in riddles, and in bidding base ;

Now they in thee, and thou in sleep art dead.

PIERS and CUDDIE are shepherds as you see in the presentation. Every one of them is holding a stick. Cuddie is carrying a flute which is a musical instrument it's like a pipe. . كل واحد منهم يحاملا عصا. Cuddie يحمل الرعاة الناي الذي هو آلة موسيقية انها مثل الأنابيب 
     Piers says  hold up your heavy  head which means wake up and let us do something useful and delightful like poetry   يعني الاستيقاظ ودعونا نفعل شيئا مفيدا ومبهجة مثل الشعر of course you notice the    spelling of a chace with /c/ not an s this is the archaic spelling.
   هذا هو هجاء قديمة
    Phcebus is Apollo, god of the sun, this year you are going to study more about the mythology علم الأساطير of gods and goddesses. If you find any book about mythology try to read it. We have Greek and Roman mythology both of them has the same gods and goddesses. They had gods and goddesses for everything and there is always a kind of   clash between gods and humans.
      Sometimes the god changes himself as a human being and he can marry a woman then she can bear a child who is half god half man like Hercules  who is half god half man because his father is Zeus who had the great power. So you will find gods and goddesses and you have to understand what does each one represent.

And weary this long* lingering Phcebus^iftice.

Whilom thou wont the shepherds' lads to lead

In rhymes, in riddles, and in bidding base ;

Now they in thee, and thou in sleep art dead.

 When the sun rises up and sets down, we have reference to the Apollo.  Lingering means to waste يضيع time, he says let us do something useful. Whilom means once.
    They are good poets, so instead of becoming sleepy let's do something useful which is that they are going to read the poems for the young shepherds in order to guide them. In rhymes, in riddles, and in biddyng base; 

    In poetry and in riddles لغز which are going to be said in poetry. And in puttind /y/ instead of /i/ again archaic language. biddyng base   is a kind of poetry contest competition تنافس or a challenge. 

Now they in thee, and thou in sleep art dead.
   The young shepherds are looking for you but you're sleeping. So he is inviting him to create poetry instead wasting his time in sleeping. He is sleeping in the day and the day is the time for activity. الرعاة الشباب يبحثون عنك  أنك كنت نائما. لذلك فهو أدعوه إلى خلق الشعر بدلا من إضاعة وقته في النوم. وهو نائم في اليوم ، واليوم هو الوقت المناسب للنشاط
The 2nd stanza

Cud. Piers, I have pyped erst so long wit)} pain,

That all mine oaten reeds bene rent and wore,

And my poor Muse hath spent her spared store,

Yet little good hath got, and much less

Such pleasance makes the grasshopper so poor,

And ligge so laid, when winter doth her strain.

    Cuddie says I have used all my ideas which means I have nothing new to present, so  poetry for me now is useless similar to the story of the ant and the grass hopper, the ant was working very hard and the grass hopper was just hopping  and when winter comes it found no food. ويقول لقد استخدمت جميع أفكاري وليس عندي شيء جديد إلى الوقت الحاضر ، حتى الشعر بالنسبة لي الآن غير مجدي مشابهة لقصة النملة واثب العشب ، والنمل كان يعمل بجد واثب العشب كان يتنقل وعندما يأتي الشتاء أنها لم تجد الطعام. 

Pyped   notice spelling again

erst   means up till now

pain  means care

   He said that I have been creating poetry for much time with great care and interest. Oaten reeds is the shepherd's pipe which is a symbol of the pastoral poetry. This means that he has used all his talentا لشعر اخذ الكثير من الوقت بقدر كبير من العناية والاهتمام. أوتين هو الراعي الذي يعتبر رمزا من الشعر الرعوي. هذا يعني أنه قد استخدم كل موهبته
And my poor Muse hath spent her spared store,

    The muse is the source of inspiration for poetry.  Everybody who wants to write poetry is going to address the muse. So it's all finished I have nothing to add. It is dried up and I did not gain anything الملهم هو مصدر إلهام للشعر. الجميع يريد أن يكتب الشعر ليكلم  الملهم. لذلك كل شيء انتهى وليس لدي ما أضيفه. جفت الموهبه، وأنا لم اكسب شيئا
And my poor Muse hath spent her spared store,

Yet little good hath got, and much less

Such pleasance makes the grasshopper so poor,

And ligge so laid, when winter doth her strain .

    He refers to the story of the grass hopper so the pleasure makes the grass hopper so poor. 

And ligge so laid, when winter doth her strain.

   When winter came he has no storage and no sources. He has used all his ideas in writing poetry and now he has nothing to present. عندما جاء فصل الشتاء ليس لديه اي خزين وعدم وجود مصادر. فقد استخدم كل أفكاره في كتابة الشعر ، والآن ليس لديه شىء
 The 3rd stanza

The dapper ditties, that I wont devise

To feed youth's fancy, and the flocking fry,

 He said he has written lovely songs   to feed the imagination of the youth. 

dapper means pretty. He has made beautiful metaphors to feed the fancy or the imagination of the youth as if he's feeding the Fish. fry means fish وقال انه قد كتب الأغاني الجميلة لتغذية مخيلة الشباب.
استعارات جميلة لتغذية مخيلة الشباب ، كما لو كان يغذي السمك
Delighten much ; what I the bet for- thy ?

They han the pleasure, I a slender prize ;

I beat the bush, the birds to them do fly :

What good thereof to Cuddie can arise?

Han means have 

     So he has provided the youth with pleasure but he gained nothing.  The hunters always want someone to beat the bush for them in order that the birds fly and then they will shoot this is what he's doing this is a metaphor " I beat the bush, the birds to them do fly:?" الصيادون يريدون دائما شخص ليضرب لاغصن من اجل ان تطير العصافير ، ثم سيعودون الىلاطلاق النار  
The 4th stanza

Piers. Cuddie, the praise is better than the price,

The glory eke much greater than the gain :

Oh, what an honour is it to restrain

The lust of lawless youth with good device,

Or prick them forth with pleasance of thy vein,

Whereto thou list their trained wills entice !

Eke means also

Piers is trying to convince him that   praise is better than the price. You are providing the youth with enjoyment and at the same time you're providing them with advice, so poetry is not only to please but it teaches moral values. لإقناعه بأن المديح هو أفضل بكثير من السعر الحالي. كنت تقدم للشباب ومع التمتع في الوقت نفسه كنت تقدم النصح والمشورة ، حتى الشعر ليس فقط من أجل إرضاء لكنه يعلم القيم الأخلاقية
 " Oh, what an honour is it to restrain,

The lust of lawless youth with good device, "

Or prick them forth with pleasance of thy vein,

Whereto thou list their trained wills entice !

Prick means to motivate 

     You are supporting them with moral lessons. He believes that   glory is much better than the gain it provides with immortality it makes his work registered in the history of poetry, so it's a great honor to teach people   through delight. So this is the role of the poet to teach and to delight so underline the word advice and pleasance. كنت تقدم الدروس الأخلاقية. انه يعتقد ان المجد هو أفضل بكثير من كسب أنه الخلود الذى يجعل اعماله المسجلة في تاريخ الشعر ، بحيث أنه لشرف عظيم لتعليم الناس عن طريق البهجة. لذلك هذا هو دور الشاعر لتعليم وسروره 

The 5th stanza

Soon as thou ginst to set thy notes in frame,

Oh, how the rural routs to thee do cleave !

Seemeth thou dost their soul of sense bereave ;

All as the shepherd that did fetch his daine

From Pluto's baleful bower withouten leave,

His music's might* the hellish hound did tame

He said that glory is makes you immortalized يجعله خالداًin poetry an then  everybody's going to see you. Everyone is going to look for you and search for you.  Everybody is going to search for you to listen to your works.
bereave means give them the moral lessons, so that they will learn  more about life everybody's going to search for your advice and your lessons.
All as the shepherd that did fetch his daine

From Pluto's baleful bower withouten leave,

His music's might* the hellish hound did tame.

   He is comparing him to another shepherd this is actually the story about Oatius who was able through his songs to bring back his wife from heaven according to the legend. He was also a shepherd. 
The power of poetry was more than the power of heaven in the legend.  So the argument here of Piers is that the poetry can transform the poet from mortality to immortality. Of course the dialogue continues between them about poetry and about the role of the poets and what kind of topics the poet handles to teach and delight. قوة الشعر هو أكثر من القوة من السماء في الأسطورة. ذلك أن الحجة هنا لبيرس هو ان الشعر يمكن أن تحول الشاعر من وفيات إلى الخلود.
    بالطبع يستمر الحوار بينهما حول الشعر وحول الدور الذي تضطلع به الشعراء ، وما هو نوع مواضيع الشاعر للتدريس والبهجة
We are going to concentrate on the lines that we've studied now.
    Eclogue قصيدة يتحاور فيها الرعاةstarted from the third century. Actually October here is one of the eclogues that belong to the moral categoryفئة. It is moral because it deals with nature of poetry the responsibility of the poet in this world. This is Eclogue is didacticتعليمى which means it teaches and educates. It is also at the same time satiric you cannot see satire here but it's later on.
     We notice that every stanza has six lines, we have different number of stanzas in every epilogue but the whole of October is written in six line stanza they are iambic pentameter.

The diction أسلوب 

    It's the kind of a blend or a mixture of Chaucer dialect, northern dialect, English and certain idioms of the refined society. He used (followed) syllabic words to which means an additional syllable particularly vowels. Usually he adds a final /y/ to the words as a suffix. Most of the time you can find the final /e/ in old English. انها نوع من مزيج أو خليط من لهجة تشوسر ، لهجة الشمال والانجليزية والتعابير معينة من المجتمع. اعتاد الاستخدام المقطعي للكلمات التي تعني إضافية لا سيما حروف العلة. وعادة ما يضيف إلى النهائي / / إلى الكلمات باعتبارها لاحقة. معظم الوقت يمكنك أن تجد النهائي / / القديم في اللغة الإنجليزية.
  Notice the spelling it is called rhyme. We notice also inconsistency in the rhyme because it is not exact. 

The rhyme

Head          chace           iftice      Lead           base            dead
  a bbcba notice the variation in the rhyme scheme. 
Of course iambic pentameter is five feet in every line. 

 Try to search for the final /e/ and /y/. In the sixteenth century /y/  was used instead of/i/. 
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