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"Faerie Queen" by Spenser
   What is a Romantic epic?
     It is a story about warriors and heroes, that's why we have stories about courageous people. We have a mysterious atmosphere and that's what we call Romantic epic. The word romance or Romantic is not always about love, it's originally a French word which is associated with the imagination and love of nature. It has many connotations, so it has more than only love and with every generation, the word  gains other meanings. It is also related with exotic things which are imaginative. 

   How is the poem "Faerie Queen "structured?
 It is written in twelve books and he finished only as we said six books every book talks about a  specific virtue represented by one hero. Aristotle  wrote about these twelve  virtues.
    The book is allegorical which means that 1) we have a surface meaning and 2) a deeper meaning but we have different kinds of allegory. 
  We have three different levels, and interpretations to "Faerie Queen "
 The first:
           We have the moral allegory which is related to ethics. It talks about the virtues and vices for example honesty and dishonesty chase city and unchastely.
The second: 

      The second allegory is religious referring to religion. They had a conflict between the English church and the Catholic church. Of course you study the  history of  literature  when King Henry the Eighth wanted to marry another woman and the Catholic church didn't allow him, that's why he created the English church. In that religious allegory we have reference to this kind of struggle 1- The struggle between the church of England and the church of Rome.2- And there is another level of a struggle between atheist who are nonbelievers and Christians, between atheism  and  Christianity. 
The third: 
    The third one is political and historical allegory both of them are talking about Queen Glorianna which is  representing Queen Elizabeth, so it's referring to the political system and how England was one of the greatest countries and it also refers to historical events. 
For example:-

1- The war which was between England and Spain in which they defeated the Spanish army.

2- Another historic reference is to Queen Mary which was the sister of Queen Elizabeth and she was Catholic. She was always named the bloody Mary. 
3- Also we have a reference to Ireland. 
    Let's start the poem, read the lines and try to understand. It's very important to read the introduction. 

    In the first lines, the poet is addressing the muse because he wants to write an epic, so he addresses them in order to help him to write such, great work, so he wants divine and inspirational help. This is like an introduction.
 Then we have canto one which we are going to read.
First stanza:
The Patron of true Holinesse,
  Foule Errour doth defeate:
Hypocrisie him to entrappe,
  Doth to his home entreate.
    Canto one talks about the great hero Red Cross,  he is the hero who represents holiness. It means that there is a virtuous man who exercises justice in every way of life, he is the Patron of true holinesse which means the protector of holiness,  he is   the defeater  of error which means evil . 
    Book one  is talking about Red Cross who is representing the virtue of holiness.  He was in the course of Queen Gloriana.  And a lady called Una came to the queen to ask for help, she is a virtuous lady. A dragon  has attacked their land  and imprisoned her parents in a tower, so the queen sent Red Cross with her. On their way, they met monsters and horrible creatures and Red Cross the knight was able to defeat them. 
Gentle Knight was pricking on the plaine,
    Y cladd in mightie armes and siluer shielde,
    Wherein old dints of deepe wounds did remaine,
    The cruell markes of many' a bloudy fielde;
    Yet armes till that time did he neuer wield:

   In this stanza we have a description of Red Cross and how he is dressed and what does he represent. First of all he is described  as a gentle knight who is a warrior. A knight  is a title,  it is not given to any warrior but it is given to a warrior who represents virtue.

pricking means  riding his horse

Y cladd means he's wearing armor wearing the clothes of a warrior.  

Mighty means strong.

   Shield which is Armor carried on the arm to intercept blows. The silver shielded here is symbolic as it's a symbol of freedom.

Cruel markes means wounds on his body which means that he's courageous which means that he was in great battle fields  and with all these wounds still he is a great warrior. 
His angry steede did chide his foming bitt,
    As much disdayning to the curbe to yield:
    Full iolly knight he seemd, and faire did sitt,
As one for knightly giusts and fierce encounters fitt.
    This is a metaphor the horse is angry which means this the trained horse of battlefield because we know that there are different kinds of horses. It wants to be in the battle to fight. The description of the horse  that it was so enthusiastic to be in the battlefield which means that this horse is very enthusiastic and very powerful. 

Jolly means gallant and great he's a great knight.
Second stanza 

But on his brest a bloudie Crosse he bore,
    The deare remembrance of his dying Lord,
    For whose sweete sake that glorious badge he wore,
    And dead as liuing euer him ador'd:
    Vpon his shield the like was also scor'd,
    For soueraine hope, which in his helpe he had:
    Right faithfull true he was in deede and word,
    But of his cheere did seeme too solemne sad;
Yet nothing did he dread, but euer was ydrad.
  Again here we have a description of the hero himself…. What he is wearing and what does he represent.
But on his brest a bloudie Crosse he bore,

    He's wearing a cross on his chest and of course the cross here is symbolic as it represents Christianity and this cross reminds him of Jesus Christ. Of course he loves him. So he represents the true Christian soldier. There is a glimpse of sadness represented on his face but he is not frightened or afraid of anything.

dread means there is no fear, so there is a reflection of sadness on his face but there's no fear. 
Third stanza:  

Vpon a great aduenture he was bond,
    That greatest Gloriana to him gaue,
    That greatest Glorious Queene of Faerie lond,
    To winne him worship, and her grace to haue,
    Which of all earthly things he most did craue;
    And euer as he rode, his hart did earne
    To proue his puissance in battell braue
    Vpon his foe, and his new force to learne;
Vpon his foe, a Dragon horrible and stearne.
    He was driving his horse heading towards a distillation. He was going to fight a dragon the queen Gloriaana, the queen of the fairyland, has appointed a mission for him. So he has to win that battle in order to win great honor not only great honor in the battle by killing a dragon but also at home because the queen will evaluate what he did. He doesn't only desire that appreciation of his own queen, he also wants to have honor. He wants to prove to the queen that he's up to that mission  by killing his enemy which is the dragon.
Fourth stanza:  

A louely Ladie rode him faire beside,
    Vpon a lowly Asse more white then snow,
    Yet she much whiter, but the same did hide
    Vnder a vele, that wimpled was full low,
    And ouer all a blacke stole she did throw,
    As one that inly mournd: so was she sad,
    And heauie sat vpon her palfrey slow:
    Seemed in heart some hidden care she had,
And by her in a line a milke white lambe she lad.
    Now we come to the description of the lady. She was riding with him but not riding a horse. She was riding an ass which is a small donkey, it is whiter than snow which represents purity. It has a symbolic connotation and she is much whiter, so we have here great exaggeration in the description. She was covering her face with a veil. She was wearing a very long stole. From all this, we know that she is a very respectable lady.
mournd means that she is   very sad and she was sitting on her saddle 

lamb in Christianity represents innocence and also represents Jesus the Christ. 

Milke white lambe look at the color white and how it is   repeated. 

    So in the fourth stanza we have description of Una who was very sad because her parents are imprisoned by a mighty dragon in a tower and the dragon is controlling the whole country.

Fifth stanza:  

So pure and innocent, as that same lambe,
    She was in life and euery vertuous lore,
    And by descent from Royall lynage came
    Of ancient Kings and Queenes, that had of yore
    Their scepters stretcht from East to Westerne shore,
    And all the world in their subiection held;
    Till that infernall feend with foule vprore
    Forwasted all their land, and them expeld:
Whom to auenge, she had this Knight from far co[m]peld.
   She was very pure and innocent and this means that she represents innocence as if she is the source of spiritual truth. 
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