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Poetry  lecture 7-12
Dialogue between soul and the body.
The professor started the lecture welcoming the students saying that she wanted them to answer some questions.

Students said that since the knowledge the knew before were just facts, they doubted every thing and started to think reasonably about politics and religious scene.

- One of the students going to summarize the poem.

-Another student stood up and talked about the middle class in that time and how did they start to have money.

- A third student spoke about the social life of the people at that time and how different it was from the people in our modern life now days.

So, we need to talk about the social life at that time where every thing was, and that everything was totally separate in the society and the need of money that started to encourage people to be members of the parliament , as long as pushing the children to  be educated to have a better life all of those aspects created a better environment for progress in life.

We always hear that someone is really talented in poetry like El-Motanbea or William Shakespeare.etc. of course that was not just for one aspect, but lots of aspects came together and made them up like social life, family, politics, money and so on.

Andrew Marvell wrote his poetry during the civil war in England in 1960 that shaped his character and he grew up at this time.

On of the students commented that he wanted to express himself and his background.

- The civil war was a political action that affected everyone at that time. Lots of people were killed while other were executed, so he learned to hide his ideas and thoughts between the lines and never mention them directly in order to save his life and this was the reason when you need his poems to give you an opinion out of his poems you will not find it obvious. There is something needed to be discussed that is he wrote many poems depending on this kind of behavior.

The Title  

The title talks about the conflict between the body and the soul. He used a very complicated image to prove his own points of view. Second, he learned to a lot from John Milton and John Done. He learned a lot from both of them and they affected him a lot as both of them were very rich.

The poem was all about the conflict between the body and the soul and it is considered not to be a great poet at that time but after T.S Eliot’s new school of criticism came out they considered him a great poet. His body can’t see that his soul is locked up and chained inside his body.

The professor started to read the first stanza and explained that the body is not a pleasant place for his soul to stay in and his soul wanted to isolate and live somewhere else.

When you ask and answer in a poem like that is full of argument that enriched the poem a lot and the argument means that the body wants to save his soul but the soul can’t tolerate the place she lives in. as it can’t not endure the painful life it has.

The body answered the soul is not the only one who suffers I am also suffering and being tortured. 

So again if you ask and answer a poem this is called an argument that helps to enrich the poem and make it interesting.

The body and the soul are tortured by each other .the body is asking who can free the soul out of the body to give some rest for that injured body .and the soul is asking how long does it take to be released out of that body. So, it needs to take an action to leave that body through the passion.

The body still describing the pain and even wants to die to get red of that unacceptable pain because the soul is pushing him to death. ” You want me to die in order to live” 

That means it asks do you want me to live or die. I’m really confused. It can’t rest as long as this ill-spirit soul is living inside him. so, who has been tortured the soul or the body?  The answer is ctually both.

Then the soul talked again and said that it can feel the pain every time the body feels it. When the body complains the soul feels it physically and mentally. The soul was affected by the body as the body was affected by the soul. The body could die by illness and the soul could die by depression 

The soul said that it put all the efforts to save the body which destroyed it by torture and pain, but it will help it anyway to stay alive even if it pains me. I will take the pain to cure it and when it cures I know it will pain me again.

 The body complained that the soul keeps complaining on him when it was ill but it is also sick and there is no cure for the soul when it is sick. So, who Is more painful to the other?

The Subject Matter
1-The whole poem is a debate between the body and the soul.

2- The poet broke himself to be a body and a soul and started debating that both of them is hurting the other while it is suffering at the same time. And that happens whenever the soul wants to control the body and the body wants to stretch itself in any direction

· It is a great poem teaches us how to express ourselves freely and lots of other lessons.

· If the soul would win the body would suffer and it will behave like a human being, and if the body could win the soul was going to be like an animal. That is why both of them should live in harmony and balance.

· Here lies the political conflict which was mentioned but as we said before it was hidden between the lines of the poem. The soul represents the human life which is imprisoned inside the body which represents the political life.

· The soul accused the body first and then the body accused it back. 

What is the different between the Subject Matter and the theme?
The Subject Matter gives you an idea about the whole poem while the Theme talks about the topics inside the poem.

 The last Stanza talks about the love of live and that human soul without a body is nothing.

The idea or the theme is that we must live in harmony and combine the soul with the body in order to have a good live.

Finally if we compare between Andrew Marvell and John Done we can say that Done could reflect his ideas clearly and directly while Marvell had to hide them between the lines.

Herbert Stone 

By Thomas Due.
 The poem was written in the 17th century during the civil war in England while people were divided into two groups the rich people and the poor ones.

- Most poets at that time were royals and loyal to the king so, they wrote what made the king happy.

There was no big argument at this poem like the one before. But we have a comparison .It is also not so strong or clear poem and it reflected the steadiness of motions.

Love poems at that time used lots of sophisticated images and simple language that gave a very clear image about any thing they wanted to say in contrast with the metaphysical style which was famous at that time that style talks about some aspects behind the nature using a very complicated language and ideas that really confused the readers.

The poet here used to pay much attention to his writings and spent lots of time to revise and rewrite what he thought is snot good or complicated.

A song
The music at this song is very clear and nice. In order to create such music in any poem each stanza should has a theme but all the themes in all stanzas should have harmony.

Stanza 1
The poet said that when the world finishes in June (this is the month where all the flowers start to die because the Spring is almost over) but actually the flowers don’t die at that time they just transfer to another shape which is seeds and then they are ready to start over again to be flowers in the next Spring.

When the summer starts where do the flowers go?  They just go for your inside beauty and go to their “causes” or their coming live or existence. We don’t know clearly why he said that in his song. But we can say that every thing is made and have a form and a purpose in order to exist. To help the object to fulfill the purpose this is why human beings live they always have a goal to achieve and it works as a reason for another thing to start.( Flowers flourish and fade  to be seeds then another flowers come up and so on.

Depending on this philosophy we should know why we live, why we exist and what should we achieve in our lives. 

Stanza 2 ends with a question. Where did the lovely bird go? Where did the nightingale disappear? It hid to come back again. Then he asked again where did the night go? And answered it went in your eyes. That means he is going to sleep.

Stanza 3   

The poet said " ask me later about the phoenix and where did it go? It didn't die it is just hiding somewhere to come back one day. The phoenix has the ability to come back from death even after 500 years and live again. Also we don't know if dies East or West any it will come back. This a symbolic meaning for the recreation of human beings after death.

Theme 

The beloved ones are the cause of life and we live for them as they are the secret of beauty.

Stanza 4

Many lives die if they loose love.

Subject Matter:

Why they become lovers? When you look fair, neat and better every one is going to love "quit, quit for shame" stop being shame .That is an ironic image.

Theme: Love can improve your life. The poet's beloved doesn't love him for any reason so, she quit being shame 

Ideas:  The who shows the most caring in love is the best. 

The Ethics=paradise lost
What is an Ethic?

It is a very long poem consists of so many words and lines learned from the old Greek language.

Subject Matter :

The beauty of his beloved which is full of images. 

We don't say who is better than who. Or who is the best poet to write about love this is not the issue, the idea here is to look at each poem and analyze it as a unit by itself not to compare it with other poems. Again the image here is not important as some poets just write a description of the physical appearance of their beloved ones while other talk about their characters or their souls.

All of the song here is all about questions and answers to clarify the main ideas. 

 The whole Ethic here is just a religious one based on Christianity and Christian points of views.

It is all written in blank verses with no regular rules. When this poem was written so many poets criticized him for it but after that lots of them imitated him and wrote in the same way using the blank verses.

The poem was written at the time of the civil war that is why he chose the religious way to express himself and to emphasize the values of Christianity .He mixed between the Roman and Greek poems. He also influenced by the events that occurred at his time.

An Ethic needs to be set in a large space as it is very long.

 It started write in the middle of the story when some people were created tell they got punished by God and how did they move to live in Earth and then came Jesus Christ for their salvation but he died finally (according to the Christian believe).

All of the life topics were discussed in the Ethic. As we also have some Heroes. The Heroes here are Adam, Eve, Gabriel, Angels, Jesus …etc

All of them saved others' lives and scarified for them.

It is really long that you can spend your all life reading the story. Even non-believers wrote similar stories in their books.

 The poet influenced with the entire atmosphere around him. Some ideas were added later on in the second edition as it was really hard for people to understand everything in it. 

Ideas had started right at the middle of the events then, referred to what had happened before as a flash back.

The story started when the Devil was punished and sent outside the paradise and we didn’t know why he was punished tell the Holly were reveled and told us the entire story. 

Then the poem kept going to the time of Adam and how did he disobeyed God and ate from the forbidden tree then, he and his wife were also sent outside the Paradise.

Adam and Eve wanted to stay in the Heaven forever but the Lord refused.

Then story went to the time of Moses and his story with Jewish and the Pharos of Egypt and how did he escape from the Pharos.

Finally the story comes to the story of Jesus

And how did he scarify himself to purify the sins of Adam (according to the Christian believe).The story of Salvation is also mentioned in the poem.

All the main Characters are will known for us and the believers of other religions as it was almost mentioned in all of the Holly books.

Finally the story reveals the idea of God in our lives to assure the idea of eternity of God and His Ultimate power. 

It also emphasize the idea of the Day Ofg Judgment where everyone is going to be asked and judged according to his actions.         
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