Poetry
Third Year-second semester
The 7th lecture:                                                                                               د.علياء بدر
There is another point of the dramatic monologue/ the importance of the dramatic monologue. Of course, it gives a deep insight into the psychology and the way of thinking of the character himself/ the speaker. We know about a certain incident in a certain situation; the point of view of the speaker. Do we know the point of view of the others? For example, the duke is speaking about his last duchess; his ex-wife. Do we know her own point of view? No. do you believe his point of view? What do you think Browning wants to say? If you do not believe him, where does the truth lie? No one knows it. Do you think that truth is something so easy to reach? No. Every one of us, not only the duke, speaks about something from his own point of view. This means that we have always to give space to others’ point of views. We listen to the duke and as we all have experienced, he did take his words as guarantee. This means that Browning succeeded to keep the door open for another truth. The duke spoke about his wife as being mad, crazy young woman, and very naïve. But what is about her own point of view about the duke and about herself!! Do not forget Browning lived in the Victorian Age; the 19th century at the time when all facts, which were used to be facts before, were collapsing. And we have many ideas and so. You see how the age is reflected in his poem.  And dramatic monologue is a very good tool to use and to express this. Do not forget that they were living in the age when England was a colonial kind of country and we speak its own point of view, but what about the points of view of others; the colonized. Dramatic monologue is an insight to into the psychology and you can draw sketch about the speaker himself/ about the one whom he is speaking about, but still it is one side of the truth and it might be all fake. This means that as if Browning is telling us that we cannot have one truth except the existence of God. All truths are accepted. It depends upon the speaker and his point of view. 

We see that in the poem he accused her (his last duchess) for many things. But do you think that it was so strange what he has accused her for (her behavior and so)? Were they bad ones or offensive? No. she was smile for everyone. She was humble, kind.  So, the tone is very important. And these are the tones that the poet uses. Although they say that the poet does not interfere but in a way he is interfering. He is the one who is writing and forming the words put on the tongue of the speaker. He wants to convey a certain image about the speaker. So, always we have to think of this. There is a maker; the inventor who is the poet yet. The poet is always there, but we cannot not here think that the poet is the speaker as in other Lyrics, for example. We cannot at all make this mistake in dramatic monologues. 
For today, we are going to start with another poem for Robert Browning. 

Soliloquy of the Spanish Cloister

The title ‘soliloquy’ reminds us more of the stage of theater, not of poetry. Cloister is Christian religious rank of those who live in the monk. He is a kind of monk also. Spanish: I do not know why Spanish, maybe just to go away or to hide what they are aiming at and not to be offended by the English religious people. This poem is a lyric again and it consists of nine stanzas and it is again ironical and it is really again discusses something which is very sensitive. From the title we know that he is speaking about monks who are living in church or something like that. And of course we heard about many misbehaviors about the monks and nuns. We will know at the end of the poem why he is speaking about this. Browning was a very religious man. The poem starts with a very strange sound. 

Gr-r-r--there go, my heart's abhorrence!

It is in a very high level of hatred, not only disliking. It is hatred. This is the sound, as if he is boiling inside; the sound of his abhorrence. It is very strange that a religious man speaks about hatred. 

Water your damned flower-pots, do!

As if he is addressing somebody. 

If hate killed men, Brother Lawrence,
   God's blood, would not mine kill you!

Do you think that he is addressing him? Or he is speaking to himself about that man? Of course he cannot dare address him using such very strong words. How is the other man? Brother Lawrence. So, he is a religious fellow and living in the same monastery. What is Brother Lawrence doing? He is watering his flowers. I want you to imagine the scene. Brother Lawrence is there watering his flowers and the other one is speaking to himself. 
 (If hate killed men, would not mine kill you!) He is speaking about hatred and about killing. Who is speaking? One who is supposed to be merciful, kind, and humble. 
I will read the first stanza and I want to tell me, are they dialoging together or not? 
What? your myrtle-bush wants trimming? 
   Oh, that rose has prior claims--
Needs its leaden vase filled brimming?
   Hell dry you up with its flames!

Is he speaking to him directly? No. He is imaging as if that one is speaking to him and he is answering. He told him if hatred killed men, he wishes that his hatred will kill him. (what?)  We are hearing as if one is speaking on the phone, hearing one side of the dialogue. There is no dialogue. ( your myrtle-bush wants trimming?) it means that he is not only watering the flowers, but he is trimming other bushes also. 
Oh, that rose has prior claims--
Needs its leaden vase filled brimming?
   Hell dry you up with its flames!
He is wishing him to be burnt in hell. Just imagine a religious man saying all these words in one stanza. 
At the meal we sit together;

I want you to imagine that you are inside monastery and how they all with these tall tables with benches on the sides and all the brothers/ all the monks are sitting together. 

Salve tibi!
This is a Latin word. He is saluting him as if he is trying to converse with him. Who is trying to speak to the other? Brother Lawrence is trying to speak to the speaker. 

Wise talk of the kind of weather, 
   Sort of season, time of year:
Not a plenteous cork crop: scarcely
   Dare we hope oak-galls, I doubt;
What's the Latin name for "parsley"?
   What's the Greek name for "swine's snout"?

The words in italics are the words of Lawrence. Imagine when they are sitting together on one bench eating. This is how Brother Lawrence speaks to him and the subject he is interested in. What are the subjects? About plants/ flowers/ the weather/ the season. So, he is interested in his garden. And more he wants to learn what the Latin word for parsley is and what is the Greek name for "swine's snout" is. Do think that this kind of conversation is interesting to the speaker. He is trying to make fun of him. What kind of conversation they have? They are not friends. They speak about weather, about season and about things like that. They speak about very general topics. He is boring for him. He is bored. When he puts his words into italics, it is as if he is mimicking him/ to try to imitate him. 
So, this is the first impression about Lawrence that he is boring and they do not have mutual understanding; things to converse about, things which are warmer than that. They do not have that warm relationship. 

Another kind of voice:

Whew! We'll have our platter burnished, 
   Laid with care on our own shelf!
With a fire-new spoon we're furnished,
   And a goblet for ourself,
Rinsed like something sacrificial
   Ere 'tis fit to touch our chaps--
Marked with L. for our initial!
   (He-he! There his lily snaps!)

In this stanza, he is describing the jobs or the tasks they are given in the monastery. You know that the monks there like nuns; they are supposed to serve themselves. They do not have servants and they have to take care of everything. They have to live a humble kind of live. This is why gardening or so takes a part of their day. They do all their works alone. In this stanza, he describes how they wash dishes. 
Now he makes fun of Brother Lawrence that he enjoys washing dishes as if it is something sacrificial/ something sacrificed. He does his best in order to make burnished and shine. And he makes fun of him that he is interested in very minor kind of tasks of work. But at the same time, he accuses him that in the monasteries these are supposed to own nothing but the dress they have on. They have to live in poverty. They do not have to own any of the materialistic things of this materialistic world. And these spoons and dishes and so which Lawrence is taking care of as if they are his, according to the speaker, this is against rules of the monasteries. Not only this, as if his first letter ‘L’ carved on the spoons and so, this is against the rules. They should not even own a spoon. So, what is he doing? As if he owns in all these, interested in cleaning them and polishing them. This is against the rules. These are materialistic things which he does not have to care about. This is the first accusation. 
 Saint, forsooth! While Brown Dolores 
   Squats outside the Convent bank
With Sanchicha, telling stories,
   Steeping tresses in the tank,
Blue-black, lustrous, thick like horsehairs,
   --Can't I see his dead eye glow, 
Bright as 'twere a Barbary corsair's?
   (That is, if he'd let it show!)

Now in this stanza, he is accusing him to sin. If the first one was a sin to own things and to be materialistic, here is another sin. Here he is refereeing to two nuns going out of the convent and trying to wash in the river to have a bath. The nun should be covered all over. Now he describes their black hair (this blue-black, lustrous, very beautiful and shining, thick like horsehairs). See how he is describing the hair of these two ladies washing their hairs on the river). And he is describing Lawrence how he steals to look at them. 

--Can't I see his dead eye glow, 
Bright as 'twere a Barbary corsair's?

Like a pirates who seize other ships. The pirates are always with one eye. 

(That is, if he'd let it show!)

If he let his eye shows. 
This is a big sin because religious people are not supposed to think of any of the luxurious and desires and all these things. This is a big sin for a monk. From the description of the hair and of the two nuns, do not you think that if Lawrence was there, the other one there also? Or maybe he was alone there and he is accusing him of doing this, as if he is describing his own sins. Maybe he hates him because he likes all the pious and he likes all the chastity, all the good behaviors. He accuses him for what he himself tells; the sins he is committing. So, the description is in detail that you think that he was the one who was there, not Lawrence.
When he finishes refection,
   Knife and fork he never lays
Cross-wise, to my recollection,
   As do I, in Jesu's praise.
I the Trinity illustrate,
   Drinking watered orange pulp--
In three sips the Arian frustrate;
   While he drains his at one gulp!


This is another kind of accusation. 
Refection= dinner/ eating.

When he finishes refection,
   Knife and fork he never lays

He says that after they finish eating they have to put a knife and a fork as a cross. It resembles the crucifixion of the Christ. It means that they believe in this or to show their own Christianity. 
As do I, in Jesu's praise.

When he finishes food, Lawrence he does not do this but I do in order to praise Jesus. 
I the Trinity illustrate,

Trinity= it means to believe in the God; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. So, he believes in the trinity, how? When he drinks the orange juice, he drinks it in three sips.

While he drains his at one gulp!

It means that Lawrence not showing his belief. He is not following the rules or the orders. 
See how he accuses him for very silly things. 

Oh, those melons! if he's able
   We're to have a feast; so nice!
One goes to the Abbot's table,
   All of us get each a slice.
How go on your flowers? None double?
   Not one fruit-sort can you spy?
Strange!--And I, too, at such trouble,
   Keep them close-nipped on the sly!

In this stanza, he speaks about another sin according to him. In the rules of the monks, the monk should not enjoy eating any sweet things. And melon is sweet. Lawrence is planting melon and they are growing very beautiful. 

if he's able
   We're to have a feast;                                (eating melons; sweet things).

so nice!
One goes to the Abbot's table,


Just imagine he would give the abbot and the head of monastery a melon. This is of course something not accepted. 

All of us get each a slice.
How go on your flowers?

Just imagine the sin according to him that Lawrence would present melon to the head of the monastery and each monk a slice of it. He is doing something really offensive, something not accepted (growing melons in the minster).
Another accusation is: He is asking him (how go on your flowers? None double?). Do not have double flowers in one branch. 

(Not one fruit-sort can you spy?) You do not have such things?!!

(Strange!--And I, too, at such trouble,)  I have the same problem. What is his problem? To keep the flowers of Lawrence. 

(close-nipped on the sly!)  Secretly he cuts the buds so that he does not have double flowers. 

There's a great text in Galatians,
   Once you trip on it, entails
Twenty-nine district damnations,
   One sure, if another fails;
If I trip him just a-dying,
   Sure of heaven as sure can be,
Spin him round and send him flying
   Off to hell, a Manichee?

In this stanza, he speaks about Galatians. Galatians is a kind of a book of a certain sect of Christianity. They have a book which they say that it is a part of the New Testament. They believe that it is made-up, not really book and of course 
We believe that all of it is made-up. This book speaks about 29 advices to go to hell. 
(One sure, if another fails,) would take you to hell. 
(If I trip him just a-dying,) I wish him he can take this book. 

Sure of heaven as sure can be,
Spin him round and send him flying
   Off to hell, a Manichee?
 He wants to take him so quickly to hell. 

a Manichee= something heretic which is against the Christian beliefs. 

Do you think that he believes that Lawrence deserves to go to hell? No. but he wishes this. Whom does he believe that deserves to go to hell? Himself. 

Is the speaker is really religious? What do you think Browning wants to say? 

A student: he reflects the age that there were many religious people who pretend to be religious. 
The doctor: it means that it is hypocrisy. And he is criticizing religious people at that time for being hypocritical, for committing sins and so.  

I’ll stop here. I want you to read the rest and I want you to write a kind of sketch/ characterization of the speaker and of Lawrence. 
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