DRAMA 
                                  LECTURE ONE 
This semester we will study Lady Windermere's Fan by Oscar wild , the end of the 19th c. and the second play will be , The Second Mrs. Tanqueray by Sir Arthur Wing Pinero.
 By the end of the 18th c, who were the dramatists of morality? Goldsmith and Sheridan, both their drama was called sentimental .
Concept of sentimentality: comedies mixed with lots of emotions , people go to enjoy the play and they leave with a light mood, happy endings at the end of the play exerted the suffering of the people.
In sentimental comedies good people are annoyed by the bad people, so you see a good person suffering so you show sympathy towards him, and at the end good people are rewarded and bad people are punished.
You will notice during the play that soft hearted people are always with handkerchiefs because they would always cry.
Goldsmith and Sheridan pointed against this concept of comedy, they wrote an essay about real comic situations, comedies different from sentimental comedies , those comedies have lots of fun and there is no suffering for the good people, they cleaned, purified comedies from sentimentality , this does not mean that there comedy has no feelings, no, there is a kind of balance , when we see a character happy we share with that character the same emotions that he is feeling , but sentimental comedy is produced to arrows the emotions of pity , sympathy and fear among the audience.
Goldsmith and Sheridan are very good playwrights you could really enjoy their plays. Before sentimentality the level and quality of drama was very low, goldsmith and Sheridan took into the heights, after that drama sank back, not that there was no drama ! there were both tragedies and comedies but we are talking about good quality dram .
Victorian age 19th c, is the age of great poets but not great dramatists and it turned out to be the age of great novels. These poets wrote very great lyrics but because lyrics are based on subject , meaning that if I am a poet and I wrote a poem describing flowers, I am describing them according to my own way of thinking , this is called subjective poetry and the same thing goes on for plays, something that expresses the point of view of the writer, so many poets wrote the same situation in a different point of view, because they are subjective in their approach .
Many lyrics were written but as we said that lyrics depends on subject , while drama needs objectivity .
Almost all poets of this century, Wordsworth , Keats, Byron, Shelley.. they wrote poems and plays , but they were not successful all the heroes were like themselves like the authors, because they are used to writing things according to their own point of view, there was no variety in characters , Byron's heroes are called the Byronic hero exactly like him in looking for beauty in things.
If we come to tragedy, tragedy came into the hands of moralists dr. Jonson, in tragedy there would be long didactic speeches ,full of morals , moreover theaters were closed just before the middle of the 19th c except 3 theaters : drury lane, Covent garden, and Haymarket. Only these theaters were allowed to present plays and all the small theaters were closed. 
By 1843 a regulating act was passed by the government , which allows all small theaters to present plays , so when many theaters were open there was some activity in playwrights, before when theaters were closed dramatists they write plays for entertainment and money but when the closed , why would they tire themselves but now when they have opened dram regained its position but there were no good playwrights. Others who were writing were hack, not of good quality, the kinds of plays that they have written were melodrama in which characters were too good or too bad , lots of bloodshed on the stage and supernatural elements, and they depended on rapid action and declamatory  speeches plus lots of spectacles which means the things you see other than the character ex: a kitchen scene: round table + cupboard , different women in different kitchen wear ..exaggerated spectacles. They depended as we said on rapid action, no room for natural lapse in time, in real life there is not always action ,sometimes there is but sometimes time passes with no events.
Farce: is a comic play in which comedy is produced by physical action it does not depend on dialogue ex: characters slipping in water to produce laughter.
These were the kind of plays at that time, and we say there were no good plays. In the later part of the Victorian age there was some active playwrights أسماء كتاب  those are the dramatist in the later important part of the Victorian age , all the important plays at that time were written by them.
In the 1st part of the 19th c the kinds of plays that were presented were romantic , historical and melodrama and farce plays whether good or bad they were about those topics, an important point that we should mention is that drama at the 1st half of the 19th c did not prosper because it was age of actors not of playwrights, the actors on the stage were more important they wanted the playwright to write according to their likes and the theater's manger's own like according to their dictates , اعطت مثال عن العائلة انه الام تقرر وش تطبخ والكل يطيع وياكل والامور ما شية لكن تخيلو الامور تكون تحت سيطرة الاولاد وكل واحد يقرر وش ياكل النتيجة بتكون كل واحد مريض وبطنه ملخبط يعني الكاتب المسرحي كانه الام والبزران هم الاكترز , these plays gave moral lessons, they are didactic.
then it changed to realistic in the second half of the 19th c, the second half of Victorian age, themes shifted to be real, that shift or movement is not a movement that playwrights started on their own, T. W. Robertson contributed towards realism, he started writing about realistic things , but the plays were not exact representative of realism but he had contributed to realism by tackling serious themes , characters and heroes, there are funny, humorous characters but underneath that there is seriousness , his plays were painted by sentimentality and serious themes with some kind of matron bello
w , his plays were spoiled because there was sentiment in them.
Henry Arthur Johns he tried to discuss contemporary maters ex. parents marry their daughters without taking their permission, things happening in the society, he also tried matron bellow, he also used contemporary speech ex. The silver box .
Pinero, a step further towards realism and discussed more serious problems , social problems, these plays were mere attempt at realism but drama needed more than that it needed wit and fantasy which was provided by Oscar wild.
At the end of the c. real comedy was revived by Goldsmith and Sheridan after their death , by the turn of the next c. there were no good playwrights to produce any plays of good quality. The age was known for good poetry but not of plays , plays decayed. why???
Because , drama needed objectivity and writers were subjective in their writings, there were no variety and their characters of their plays were a reflection of those writers إعادة لجميع النقاط اللي ذكرتها .
The Victorian age was the age of civilization, the economy shifted from agricultural to industrial and lots of people moved from villages to cities , moving towards independence because, in villages there were tenants watching over them, so they looked independence but their they lived in dark stingy rooms and they were paid very low wages , there was lots of hardships, there were even child labor, so industrialization on one hand promised wealth , growth and development for the country and on the other hand it showed they suffering of the poor people, and of course the playwright or the novelist is influenced by the connection of life around.
1-Life had evolved from a common ancestor, all forms of life evolved from ancestors نظرية دارون اللي تقول أن اصل المخلوقات جاء من خلية وحدة صغيرة      throughout  the centuries some generations of these creatures died out, who survived??? Only those who were strong enough to adapt to the environment survived , only the best person that fits the environment will survive and others don't fit that environment will die, this is called the survival of the critic, theory of the survival of the critic.
Strong 4 legged animals may survive in the environment and not be caught by wild animals, 3 legged animals may live among people but not in jungles it may survive in a place where there are no lions.
Survival depends on who suitable you are to the environment and what abilities you have to survive.
You will think how does this theory going to affect literature ?
2-You don't decide whether you live or not ,Man is helpless in the hand of the environment , your characterقصدها ايش راح تصيرين في المستقبل سواء في الوظيفة أو المكانة الاجتماعية مبني على 2 things : heredity and the environment.
Second point , the survival of the critics: the environment around you is a very strong force , if all who are around you are rich and are enjoying life and you are poor , you are forced to steel , so this gives you the concept of good and bad and that wrong and right are not fixed what is wrong here is may be right there. 
Heredity and environment are responsible for what man is . the theory consists of 2 كلمة      
بمعنى أنا ارث صفاتي الخلقية والجينية من الوالدين والبيئة المحيطة بي كلاهما لهما الدور الكبير في تكوين شخصيتي وحقيقة ما سأصبح في المستقبل
So as life evolved from the simplest to the complex further improvements is inevitable   life    humanity is not superior to other forms because they have common fathers.  
