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The second half of the 18th century's poetry was established or inspired from their own age and its events specially the French revolution. We define the romantic literature and romantic poetry speaking of which, who, where and what. With what we would start with the subject matter. In this age it was noticed that man is their subject of poetry plus nature but man was in the center of their picture in previous centuries they used the elite man or a man with a touch of specialty was the subject of matter but that changed now and its ordinary man and his emotions. With the change of their interest the language had changed that makes us in front of a language really spoken by man or the daily language spoken by the daily ordinary man who is living an ordinary situation that lived by men in their fields, farms, houses or with other men with honest emotions situations including events taking place in nature different poets present different situations or issues in their lives.

 An example of an ordinary situations lived by ordinary man talking with ordinary language 'Simon Lee' a title of a poem included in the lyrical ballads collection by Wordsworth. We will see some lines of lyrical ballads written in collaboration by Wordsworth and Coleridge they were planning to put the new poetry it was not spontaneous what was included in it was carefully chosen by the writer in collaboration they wrote and published these poems which is all famous to all literature and poetry of romantics one of it is '' Simon Lee'.

 'Simon Lee' is an old huntsman who is now weak and helpless living alone with his wife. Once the speaker of our poem was walking by and he saw this man trying to uproot a tree that died a long time ago but he is weak enough not to be able to uproot a weak dead tree in vain, so the poet goes when he saw him, gives him a hand and removed the tree  an act of gratitude the tears got off the huntsman's eyes.

 Speaking of comparison this man can be compared in his weakness to the tree. We also see how he moved from the individual story of the old man to speak of the human part of his own age this is where in gratitude and say thank you but at the same time he tells a story of his weakness and realization of being helpless at such age. You may use this poem as an example, character, subject matter and the language of the romantic age poetry specially the language in which the poet decide to deal with the subject matter in which he dismiss the highly decorated language to speak of an issue which is a ordinary daily issue where he speaks of a man and narrate it in an ordinary language really spoken by men not the decorated language that’s not spoken within daily life. 

 In reference to William Blake who is a colleague of Wordsworth  we should mention Blake because he planted the early seed for romantics but the main father was Wordsworth  . Blake is a writer who had his own character in his works of arts. He was a key writer and an artist a painter one of the important things of his character is that he spoke of the reality of our mind because what we see in our world is not real  and what we see in our minds is real. 

 He has his own vision of the world saying that what we hear and see every day is not real but the reality is in our mind. He had his own vision and what makes him belief in the power of mind and beyond the mind is that he claimed that he saw God when he was a child that’s why we will study childhood in this age and how they reflected it as well as nature. One of his interests was showing criticism on politics, villagers and all of his society , on the region of English lands.

 William Blake collection of poems and songs of 'Innocence and of experience'. One of his poems is 'Holy Thursday' in which there is a direct attack and criticism on the church of abusing and making use children and orphans of the charity school. Church men he called them grey headed men are taking advantages of the Childs and using them for advertisements for charity and the school celebrates by them to get money from people making those kids wear bright colors and stand in center of London in a group treated like a herd of sheep led by the church men. When they start singing while they are holding their flowers they surpass the guardians  with advertisements and the scene start to develop and turn to be dominated by the Childs instead of the guardians  when the Childs raise their voice.

  He is criticizing the church men and the educational system for allowing this kind of use of the children and that its time to defend them in this society and he used the time words which is a key word in the romantic age poetry. Blake always advised other writers to show the honesty by using the language of a child which is innocent and honest and that’s what he did in his poem so they use the language of the child while here he used him to be in a possession of a leader in his society.

  His attitude of attacking the educational system in England that allowed such use of kids although those kids should enjoy their childhood, their freedom and live its time. That was one of the subject matters of Blake because he turned the interest towards the children and he practice certain social criticism .

  So romanticism has been established as a movement only or known and became real school only with the publication of the lyrical Ballads by Wordsworth and Coleridge. Wordsworth was writing on nature while Coleridge was writing imagination as for the first poem we went through it was written to establish features of their school.

I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o'er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host, of golden daffodils;
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.
  Starting with the title of our poem it gives a theme of isolation an idea of being alone a man who is isolated from other people and enjoying the company of nature but he never feels loneliness in this nature because he enjoy this nature because nature for them is a model and a refuge from life faults or a nurse curing them, so although he started by saying lonely, this loneliness is not suffering but in fact everything around him speaks to him so nature for them is a mother, a nurse and a refuge when suffering and a refuse to wrongs.

 Secondly the use of the 'I' is new and they used it in the romantic poetry while we did not see that before. The experience felt in this poem is the experience of the individual of the poet a new attitude started early within the lyrical ballads is to become the subject matter. We would describe him going through nature surrounding him practicing watching nature suddenly he puts the word 'crowd' trying to move from the surrounding of nature out to some human element or human being and how nature is the only source of peace of mind and that’s only addressed by romantics he portraits the happiness of nature that everything is happy even the poet that appears more when he addresses human senses speaking of the smell of the 'daffodils' the 'breeze' In the air and the use of the words like dancing and the movement expressions that show happiness. 

Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle on the milky way,
They stretched in never-ending line
Along the margin of a bay:
Ten thousand saw I at a glance,
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:
A poet could not but be gay,
In such a jocund company:
I gazed---and gazed---but little thought
What wealth the show to me had brought:
 He now moves to speak of the horizon. The scene moves to stop seeing things anymore with the eyes or typical organs then with him saying beside puts some kind of unity in the nature that he describes in this poem in this theme he refers to the imaginative  or visionary power of the mind not in the eyes so he moves to the mental not the visual. 'Gazed ' repeatedly for emphasis to try to recollect the emotions he lives and turn it to thoughts. 

 Here we reach the process of writing poetry the poetic process of romantics it's an individual experience that influence the viewer here its solitude and loneliness and isolation from the world except nature first loneliness then relaxing with this nature to the memory then recall it then rewrite the poetry and bring back all the experience or the emotion .

For oft, when on my couch I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.
 So he got the memory and try to recall it as he is the only narrator for his own experience and that’s what Wordsworth advised that a poet should have a peace of mind and relax to recall and recollect him emotions and put it in poetic lines. Here the peace of mind comes through isolation and solitude all along with relaxation in such nature to recall and recollect the emotions and rewrite the experience again. These feelings or emotions when he recall them are flashed back or imitated he flashes back on his previous experience.

 He speaks in his stanza of his own self trying to relax and recollect the experience his language is very easy starting the lyrics with' I' which is new  and now he is again putting I in his next stanza which makes more concentration on himself as the subject matter.

 In discussion of these stanzas we want to see your understanding of the romantic poetry why and how?

Student:    because it’s the most understanding when its easy

What's the significance of the 1st stanza ?

Students :    Reference to the use of the own self as a subject matter.

 The first stanza shows how the writer uses himself as a subject matter then not just a   reference to nature but its dealing with nature and the next stanzas do the same of dealing with nature while the last one shows the influence of nature  on the writer and him getting the peace of mind and getting all the tools materials to recall and recollect the experience, also the language real spoken language spoken by real men in ordinary language so it would easy for writing criticism on lyrical ballads because the writers of this age have a plan to come up with new type of poetry that justifies their use of easy real spoken language because that would be taken on them when it comes to criticism but in defending them we would explain all their intentions to come up with new poetry not weakness on their own side of being poets otherwise all our details we discuss in our class are wrong.

 What did he bring to us with the first stanza within his scene of isolation?

 Students :  He is using his isolation and nature to relax then put his on concentration to get a peace of mind to recall or recollect his experience and put it in poetic lines. 

 His words of nature are to show the happiness he is living although he is all by himself and how it gets him in a good mood as we remember Shakespeare whenever he speaks of nature's happiness he refers to his own feelings and the equal happiness he is experiencing  and sometimes he uses nature as an act of reaction against human beings for example when we recall 'Macbeth' when the witches were preparing their magical liquids in some certain atmosphere was a perfect example on the mixture between man and nature and the actions of what will happen. Here is a similar image because we see use of words of like dance and glee and other words describing nature in a complete unity but it also describe happiness and the positive attitude of man to nature. One of the issues we notice is the unity as well as the same situation of his happiness and the happiness of nature so him showing he is alone but then he says clouds stars and other things of nature around him then he is not alone in fact as all surroundings of nature are the perfect company for a poet.
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