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Robert Browning and "My Last Duchess":

Robert browning is the husband of Elizabeth browning. He wrote "my last duchess" in which he wanted to criticize the Victorian English way of writing. He wrote my last duchess which was a dramatic monologue. Monologue means having the tone of voice of speaking to audience same as plays. Monologue by which he is addressing the audience or the reader. The aim of using this is reaching out to the psyche of a character or getting in to his inner self and knowing what's hiding inside him. 
Two characters the duke of Ferrara and the visitor. It is not essential that such high class educated people to have a good morality because the duke is a psychopath who killed his wife which is a way of living by which the poet is addressing the English society because according to him they are barbarous like that. In this poem the duke is present with one of the guests to the art gallery his ex-wife had. 
So, the duke is talking with a stranger and showing him the art gallery which is a normal thing to be owned by one of the educated high class aristocrats who are normally to be fond of arts. The duke is showing these things around to one of his guests who is coming before the new wedding of the duke. The duke in this poem is shown of how immoral he is although the aristocratic people are also moral but he is not. 
Browning was an educated man of an educated family who taught him lots of things beside his native language. He married Elizabeth Barrett and moved with her to Italy. Browning is known for his dramatic monologues and one of them is the one he used on the poem "my last duchess" in an example in which he reflects historical hints and criticizes certain points in his English society. There are many as important as the themes of the poem. 
The protagonist in this poem is looked upon as an animal with rude attitude so there is no fine sensitive imagery or soft things associated in these imagery. This man is suffering of psychological disease. He is obsessed with his ego and his egoism got him crazy with authority which included hurting his wife as a result of how he considers it as an object and this is something she won't accept. 
This poem is about a duke who is obsessed with his ego and thinking only of himself. The duke is a psychopath to think he is great than anyone. He put her on a wall in a portrait like an object that way he can own and control her. No love or no emotions. He is just obsessed with power of authority. He spoke of her smile and how she smile to everyone. He ignored that she was always happy. He ignored her happiness and cared about his desire to control her. He never had an evidence that she betrayed him and he was just doubting because she was smiling to others and he considered this an act of flirtation. He is very proud of his name and family and his reputation and looks at that as a gift or an honor that he gave to her by making her his wife. He said he did not accept these behaviors she was doing. She is a happy person but his ego blinded him from seeing this. He saw that she was doing nothing but flirting with others. He got her in a portrait that he also try to control and cover it and only him to see her so now he believe he got her in control. 
The use of his word "objects" means the no indirectness in this poem. Everything is direct and given clear. He then say that he wants the new wife as anew object or as he describe "my new object" . he claimed to love his ex-wife but he didn’t actually and for him she was just an addition to his art gallery. He is in his way to marry another young lady and he consider her as an object.
That’s what Browning was addressing in his poem. How women were treated like objects. These were normal things during the age of Browning. 

About Elizabeth Barrett Browning and "A Curse For a Nation":

For her it is a curse for a nation because she hate hypocrisy and that’s why she cursed because she is helpless and cannot do anything. She is speaking in first person narrator to make her poem more effective and that’s how it is in her mind. She actually is totally against slavery and women abuse and suppression but she is helpless and cannot do anything so she is expressing that in this poem a curse for a nation. She is way too confused because she want to curse those people of her society but because they are her home brothers and sisters, she does not want to curse. She is bounded and owe them good deals and that’s why she is not wanting to curse because they are her home brothers and sisters so she turns to god and tells him to deal with them. She explain that she want to hurt them but like someone who hurt them to much but just to alert them to the wrong thing they are doing. 
She explains then how her heart is hurt because it's her home land and those people are her home brothers and sisters and she does not accept these things happening to them but she love her country with its blacks and whites. She loves her country with her good things and bad things. Those people who are ruling this country feel they have freedom and in fact there is no freedom at all. They think they are great and they think of themselves only while the people are suffering in fact. She speaks to god telling him he is to write the curse because he made this land and he know it better. 
They are great people and she likes the country and that’s the reason for the complex but the only thing she hates is how gender of females is being attacked there like they were slaves and being abused like objects because for her women are not objects but they are one of the essence of human being. She is thinking that women are weak and helpless but they should not believe that because the curse will cure this diseased belief. Finally, she wrote the curse and sent it to the people of her homeland. 
Introduction to modern poetry:

About the 19th and 20th century's poetry, it is a result of two world wars and revolutions like the Russian revolutions and many other violence that affected and changed the mind set of people specially the war affects. After the war there were lots lost memories and destruction that took away much of the history and there was desperation because of the war outcomes of lost of moralities. As for literature we all know that literature is a reflection of life and here, life changed and of course this will come up on literature.
With the French revolution and wars things did not happen at a gradual way but all of a sudden everything happened and that got poets to write about war poetry. 

On Rupert Brooke and his poem "The Soldier":

Of this age we will study some poems about this age describing life at that time. We find Rupert Brooke who spoke to the new age and how people got affected by the atmosphere of the war and got to gladly defend their country. So poetry was about the age itself either about the soldiers and those people who are fighting in this war or the act of war itself. War was written about differently and Robert Brooke was one of them but he has a point of view in which he glorifies war. He thought that people should all join the army and have the honor to do the duty of fighting for their mother land. 

IF I should die, think only this of me;
That there's some corner of a foreign field
That is forever England. There shall be
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware, 
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam,
A body of England's breathing English air,
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.

And think, this heart, all evil shed away,
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less 
Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given;
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day;
And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,
In hearts at peace, under an English heaven.


He said that if he died fighting for his country in the foreign land, he would feel he did something for his country. He died for his country in a conquer he went through for his home land. Because that clay or dust which is what man is originally from, will be actually made in England and washed by its love as well as its water. He would die with the fate and thought of England which will make him immortal. He will give everything he got for his mother land and the gifts that his mother land gave him of nature and beautiful places got him to grow normally into a better man. 
In the first stanza he glorifies his country and how people should be all ready to fight for England. It is the only gift they can give to their homeland in return of whatever the country gave them, the soldier should give them the only gift he can give to his country which is his life. In the first stanza he spoke of reality and the war action.
In the second stanza he will speak about how to be immortalized by the death in a fight for the country. 

On Siegfried Sassoon and his poem "the Old Huntsman":

The other poem we will study goes to a poet who lost his friends in a war. He believe that war is a waste of money, time and human life. He always asks why there is a war. The poem was not much pleasant because it was a painful experience for him losing his friends. 

THE Bishop tells us: ‘When the boys come back
‘They will not be the same; for they’ll have fought
‘In a just cause: they lead the last attack
‘On Anti-Christ; their comrades’ blood has bought
‘New right to breed an honourable race,	
‘They have challenged Death and dared him face to face.’

‘We’re none of us the same!’ the boys reply.
‘For George lost both his legs; and Bill’s stone blind;
‘Poor Jim’s shot through the lungs and like to die;
‘And Bert’s gone syphilitic: you’ll not find
‘A chap who’s served that hasn’t found some change.’
And the Bishop said: ‘The ways of God are strange!’


The poem is of a two stanza ironic poem or a satirical poem describes the bishop who speaks of the boys who are the soldiers who fought for a Nobel cause and they are an honorable race that fought for the right thing.
In the first stanza he in praising those who went for war because they all changed things and they themselves got changed.
Next stanza speaks about how they changed and how they are not the same after the scares and disabilities they got from wars. These changes got them to change for the worst not the better. The bishop know that the change is there and that the way of god is strange but this is how life is. 
The writer is against war and he speaks in this poem in a satirical ironic tome describing how he hates war.
