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"The waste land" by T.S Eliot:

The title of the poem is "The Waste Land" for T. S Eliot. We will fit the poem in to its age which is the modern age through the title. The issue of the age itself is addressed in this poem through modernism realism and symbolism. Eliot the imagist put together many images in the poem and in the title itself to make it in relation to its age and the poem was published after WWI. The poem was giving a whole picture of humanity created after the war. That will be seen through the title and how the poem is related to its age. We will see that through the nature of the world the poem is presenting which is the world after the war and the literary world that was still creating images of modernism. 
The poem was written by Eliot to meet the demands of the world and the western civilization at that time. It also was not just about civilization but about relationship between human and the life of man in general and how people were suffering. That’s why we need to understand the world first then we will understand the poem. The poem is lots of broken images symbolizing how the world was at that time, the world was all broken and same were people.
In the introductory lines we find it quoted from another poet's poetry and that’s a new main characteristics of the poem and the age in general to quote from other poem and other literature. That was the reason that made Eliot the voice of modernism. 
T.S Eliot managed to go through and get involved in using some of the cultures of other countries and using some techniques of other countries' writers like Charles Baudelaire who was a big name when it comes to mentioning the skill of symbolism which is a technique to shadow over the political or religious criticism without being attacked or punished or even exposed to others. 
The first poems for T.S Eliot were published before the world war and after that we find his poems got a character and themes similar and fitting to that in "The Waste Land" which is "the love song of j. Alfred Prufrock". He wanted to show how people before the war were better than after the war where they got broken. In this poem he wrote he spoke of how people were ready to the war then broken after that war. That’s about his cultural back ground but to understand "The Waste Land" we need to know about his intellectual and cultural background and how did he get it and how he got this culture in to this work. 
At the war time and before it we had war poets and anti war poets. The war poets are advertising and enthusiastic and romantic in their poetry while anti war poetry were against war and realistic and showing the real horrors of a war. The best example of the war poets is Rupert Brooke and the best example of anti war poets is Siegfried Sassoon.

Anti war poetry :

This kind of poetry is realistic and very harsh in showing the reality of war and as mentioned before the best example of this poetry is Siegfried Sassoon who wrote lost of poems on this subject and for him we will study an anti war poem called "They". The poem got a rich title that include lots of categories. It include a category of war profiteers or those who are running in to the war in everything they got starting with religious authorities, generals, politicians and any man involved in supporting the war. 
He spoke of the bishops at the beginning and how those bishops are to claim it’s the will of god. He spoke in two stanzas to show who are interested in the war and its games and on the other side the soldiers who are victims in this war. This poem was a real address to the emotions of people during the war time. He show how bishops are good speakers and misuse this talent in deceiving soldiers to fight in such war.

Modern war poetry:

It was very modern as a result of describing modern war which is modern in every aspect such as science and one of the important point in modern poetry is the broken themes.

"The Waste Land":

In "The Waste Land" we have major and minor themes. 
The first themes is the water and it war in the title of a section which is named death by water which make it a debate of how land would be dead by the source of life which is water itself. Water is the source of life so how can we reach to death by water and that’s why the poet entitled water as a source of death. Then he also show how water was deserted by people and how people no longer enjoy this water because now water is there to carry ships for war. The kind of this water is fisher king who is an unable or un productive king who cannot have kids so practically he is helpless to his kingdom and at last he will the poem without any solutions. So, water is everywhere running at the final movement between rocks but water is only a water which is salty and waste water that kill people even with its sound of crashing on the rocks which lead us to a complete thirst and suffering in "The Waste Land"  and drought of lands reached its metaphorical level.
Productivity is a painful word in this poem because in this poem people are unable to have kids starting from the king who cannot have kids and the lady herself who got lots of kids and now because of how much she got pregnant too much that she deteriorated and got injured and now unable of having anymore kids and women generally in this waste land have no relations what so ever with their husband even the land itself is dead so no way there will be creativity because even apples cannot give a life. Those people are with no hope of flourishing in their life.
There are seasons in this poem starting with apple and summer then winter and autumn is always there with the yellow death and lack of water so months all are being treated indirectly not just because he is dealing with nature but also because he is dealing with the symbolic metaphorical association of these seasons. For example when he speaks of apples, he means productivity, summer is for worm emotions and human relations, when winter it's snowing and raining it's how people want to be together and autumn is how death comes on then rebuilds after it pass that’s how he associated these seasons along the poem.
One of these metaphors is the question of how April is the coldest month? He is anticipating a war to come with paradoxical meanings later on to come up in the poem. They are in a state of not moving and thinking of what we have already lost is enough and now we need to avoid worst of this war. They are waiting for the dawn of a new season.
On the third part or section named "the fire sermon" where the typist had a physical relationship built on lust with someone and this relationship is again is empty or emotionless because it's another example of the results of the waste land that this relationship is just another failure. So, its just big waste and deterioration of world and that what's left is lust more than love. 
This poem is being build on his literal and cultural heritage and without that we cannot understand this poem even those of his age did not and that’s why the poem got a lot of harsh attacks by critics because no one was able to understand it as no one had a reference to the cultural or literal background our poet had. The poem look obscure and abnormal and the time the poet wrote it he was in troubles mentally and physically and he went to Switzerland and wrote the poem there that’s why the poem is -poetically speaking- not easy.
The poem is like a symphony or a piece of music but it cannot come with definite meanings. He republished the poem in foreign language to all humanity of all languages and without the notes he attached to the end of the novel, no one would have ever understood the poem even those critics who wrote on this poem. No one better than him can tell us about that novel and that’s why we need to read his notes that he wrote himself. In these notes he warned us in a reference of a section about avoiding the raped young girl Philomena. She was punished for a sin she did not do. It was a lust for the rapist more than a punishment and that’s why Eliot got her involved in this poem. Sexual life in this poem is just about lust and it's not about getting a descendent of more children to life.
We have two character waiting one of them is next to the shore waiting for the other who is in the sea and that’s one of the operas mentioned. Also, a fortune teller comes in the third section and she speaks of water and we have a section in this poem named by this one is death by water and the other is man's future. the cycle is repeated and this cycle is the life itself. Tension is a friend of our speaker and they were talking on the bridge un aware the blindness when they look at their feet ignoring the world around them and that’s how people in "The Waste Land" of all deterioration and loss of vision when they look at their feet only. He shown how the history of mankind took a down turn and how people were feeling trapped in a stagnant water and they cannot move anymore or make good use of this water and more than that they are afraid of any change as they now enjoy hiding.
We cannot locate the poem because it is of western world and we feel it is not just involved in this world or its problem alone because it covers the dilemma of man all over the world.
The poet gave us the sense of how it feels living in such a land because when we read it there is no way to understand its rhetorical devices but we can only feel it too much because its rhetorical devices and its images are to build reality and these techniques are creating a real world which is too much to the extreme to be real. Every line in this poem is not finished to its end and that’s how he has these fragmentations and this is the mystery of the modernist age and when it comes to poetry its used well in this poem "The Waste Land". He also used lots of tenses to move back and forth and kept us hanging not sure of what happened. He made sure to make us not sure of what's happening. Illusions, fragments, stories and images are what made "The Waste Land". Stories of a son of a man called to see something he never saw, story of sailor, phenomena, two who are combined to someone we do not know so there are lots and lots of stories and we cannot apply these stories to someone we know because it's all waste and fragments of stories around the whole world. 

"The Waste Land" start:

Reverse is the style being used by almost all modern writers as it gives them freedom in going around subjects along the poem. Here the poet mixed lots of different poetic styles. When he is not stable moving from a style to another that’s so that he can reflect the chaos of the modern world and it's not the characters or images unreliable to be traced but they scattered in away reflecting the chaos of the world. We also found he used lots of languages and styles and sometimes religions and some others being comic he shifts from a character to another that he speaks of being comic, religious, stylistic and used different languages to reflect lots of chaos.
He rhymed the poem in certain section in ABAB giving some music and repetition. The poem is in five long sections and each one got a name as followed:

1. The first one is "The Burial Of The Dead".

2. The second is "A Game Of Chess".

3. The third is "The Fire Sermon".

4. Fourth is "Death By Water".

5. The fifth is "What The Thunder Said?".

These sections have lots of details and these sections got certain movements along the poem. These movements are a reference to concert which means music all along "The Waste Land"  and that’s why all the titles are with movement and giving music. These sections are not titled as a first and second but as movement one and movement two because it's more of a music as we mentioned above. That is to give a sense of music.
We still have the epigraph which is a quotation borrowed by Eliot from another writer. The epigraph is used in the beginning of the poem to refer to the major theme of "The Waste Land" which is death or the which of death. The epigraph refers to an old lady "Nam Sibyllam" who has been caged for ages and it seems that or said that this lady was given the chance to go back to be young but she did not ask for health and beauty and that’s why she was deteriorating when she ages and kids were to tease her and ask her what do you want? And she say she want to die. This is the wish of death and that’s the wish of the waste land people  and we are introduced to this wish in the first stanza. In this stanza we find them trying to escape life because life for them is painful and a suffering and more destruction of their feelings. We can write many themes mentioned such as:
 Lack of all human relationship between men and women or between people in general which got a lack of communication and relationships that’s why he used different languages to show it’s a worldwide phenomenon that people are all now unable to communicate well. And that’s because people do not understand others.
The use of many languages as mentioned above all along the poem is to show how this thing is a universal thing. It means that people are not able to understand one another. 

For the exam:

When you are being asked about this poem in the exam you can write that u had many themes and just mention one of these themes plus of course something about the poem itself and the poet and how the poem was written, where, how ,its language, style, characters, nature,? Mainly these are all build on fragments in everything languages themes rhetorical devices, nature and that is being supported by his cultural and literal heritage and background. We found his quoting from classics, romantics and their images, Victorians moderns and many different ages and we need to be aware of that and these ages and how its implied and applied in this poem plus the language because Eliot know five languages and he is a student of Harvard. The best source to understand such point is the end note Eliot attached to the end of the poem.
There are many hyper texts that can help you while reading the poem. You can log to certain websites and know about their explanations. So, all you need is to read on the poem and read the poem itself of course.
"Understanding the wasteland" is one of the hyper texts you can use. 
Another source is "Grade Saver". 
If you are searching for explanations on each lines you would find it in "waste land text" and there you can find the hyper texts that would explain to you whatever you need.
Any questions to be given on this part will be general so for example, discuss one of the themes and one example on this theme ?
