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· Poetry is a double edged sword = poetry is a double edged weapon. 
· According to the grade: you have fourteen and six on the tests. Then you have another 20 marks: 10 on the presentation, and the other 10 on the participation in the class, the attendance and the homework. 

· We will continue with Neo-classical Age (Neo-Classicism) then we will study the Romantic Age. Last term we took Dryden and this term we will continue the Neo-classical age with Pope.

· Neo-Classicism divided into two parts: the first part is the era mainly represented by Dryden (1660-1700), the second part of the age is usually represented by Pope (1700-1760).
With Dryden; he was very liberal in his Neo-classical ideas but as time went by the age of the thinker and the critics became very narrow and strict. 

· Neo-classical Age features: they went back to the rules of the classical. Sometimes they referred to as Neo-classical critics. Sometimes they referred as the Augustan critics because they call themselves Augustans after the age of the ruler Augustus who where at that time there were great poets like Homer.   

** Going back to the classics means going back to rules:-

“Follow the classic system in France which was itself an adaptation of Greek classics.” 
“Respect to the rules and principles of Aristotle and other classical writers as understood by the Italian and French critics.”
    This means that: when we tried to trace the line of thought or the way that they think or their ideas we traced back to the French critics who themselves got these ideas from the classics. (Why we said Italian?) It was the Italians who translated the works of the classics.
** So we are going to trace the English kind of borrow from the French who based their ideas on the classics and the ideas, which they got from the classics, were translated by the Italians. English---- French----Italian---- the Greeks/ the classics. 
- In the last term; studying Dryden’s text we said that the French not only did adopt the ideas of the classics, they were the best when it came to following them. That’s why we said the English Neo-classical critics were influenced by the French writers who were themselves were following the classics which was translated to them by the Italian. 
· Talking about the writers, what were the features (The things that they believed in) on their writings?
        The concept of imitation: the critics believe that poets imitate. We have those who said we should imitate life and nature exactly as it is. We also have others who believed that the job of the poet is not to imitate exactly how things are but to provide the best image or a perfect image or an idealized version of reality as Sidney believes. 
So instead of portraying a regular lover we have an idealized image of a lover. 
   When Sidney said that, “the poet’s world is a golden world”. With the Neo-classical writers, we have a shift or a change. They do not believe in idealizing reality but they believe in imitating reality exactly as it is. 
      Now we have nature and we have the poet’s job which is to imitate nature and the image or the picture he will give us which is not an idealized picture but a realistic image. They believed that a poet should give a true image of nature which is a realistic image. Nature here could be many things as life, reality, reason, human types or characteristics. The Neo-Classical writers are not creating or changing, they are sticking to probability (what is most probable). 
     For them the definition of nature is a little bit hard as it has many different concepts or meaning; it might mean a person’s nature and a person’s type, when it is probable; it could mean what is realistic, or it could mean the order of life or the human nature. 
· How the Neo-classical writers see or define nature and how the romantic see or define nature? What does nature mean in each time?
    Pope is a typical of the Neo-classical poets. Nature is the order of the universe or the laws that govern the universe, reality and human nature. 
    The Neo-classical critics stick to a popular and realistic imitation of nature. They depend on Aristotle’s idea of probability. They do not depict in idealized form of nature such as Sidney. The word nature means many different things to them. 
    The Neo-classical critics, (when you took them as the poets) they wrote from their mind not from their heart. Even when they are writing they ask their poets to judge the work according to how it is controlled. Are the ideas controlled by mind or the passion? They believe that the mind should be the governor of a work of art. If we are talking about the mind so we are talking about being correct. 

      Universal truth: something to be agreed upon by everyone in the world no matter where they come from or what they believe in. For example when we say “Time is Money” it is a universal truth or a commonsense or wisdom agreed upon. What they write in their poetry is not really something new; they do not really depend on imagination bringing mythical figures and idealized forms of the poem as in the poetry of the renaissance poets like Spenser. The things that they write about usually things that are already known to people, they have a bit of wisdom or their common senses accepted by everyone. 

“Poetry instructs and delights”
     The main function of poetry is to teach first and then to delight. According to the romantics; poetry should delight. 
     This follows their way of thinking, believing in order and using their mind, believing in correctness and logic. Poetry should have a purpose mainly to instruct and then to delight. 

· The difference between the language of poetry and prose: 
    The Neo-classical critics were part of the scientific influence of the age as we noticed in using your mind, being correct and putting everything in its place. They believe that the language of poetry is different from the language of prose. They are categorized, everything is put into order. When you write poetry it is totally different from writing prose.
    Poetry itself is divided into different genres. If you are writing an epic you follow a different style when you are writing a lyric. If you are writing a ballad you follow a different style than when you are writing an elegy. They categorized prose, poetry, and then poetry itself is categorized according to the type of the poem. 
    The poets stick to certain rules to that type of poem. One of those rules is that they believe that poetry should follow a rhymed not a blank verse that is why they were very careful to have the heroic couplet. 
    Every type of poetry had its own style and its own rules that should be obeyed by the poets. All of it is related to a certain category or order.   
    Poetry becomes some sort of science or a craft, something you have to study and you have to follow orders and something you have to spend a lot of time on. 
    Instead of being a talent, it loses the idea of inspiration and it becomes a sort of skill or a craft something that you can learn how to do, something that follows certain rules or a pattern that you should follow.   It becomes like something that we labor over. Everything is categorized, everything following a certain order; everything has a certain style, and should be written in a certain way.  
· When romantics come they go totally against this. They do not want these rules. 

We are going to take:

· Pope. 
· The romantic background, Wordsworth. 
     In this term you are going to be present to the theory of Wordsworth and then you will come to his poetry and apply what we took in class on his poetry.  
** For example Pope: what we talk here about nature, you will bring the poem and you will show where these ideas come out. 
** For example; Wordsworth does not believe in the difference between prose and poetry. You will come and show prose and poetry examples what he believes in. 
    So, you take the critic and look for examples on his ideas in his poetry, so you take him as a critic and as a poet. You will practice what we take in criticism on the poets and work. 

“An Essay on criticism” by Alexander Pope.
     It is divided into three parts; the first one is a general introduction about criticism, in the second part, he tells us some of the mistakes that the critics were making, and on the third part he gives some sort of advice on how to write good criticism or the nature of ideal criticism. 
How work: 
1- Pope had two obstacles in his life, what are those obstacles?
2- Read the work and find the word nature, title and understand what nature means when he uses it? 
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