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 The main characters in Act.1:
Sometimes we don’t see the characters on stage in act.1 but we hear about them. 
- Mr.Tanqueray 

- Paula Ray

- Dr. Drummle: seems to be the most important character 
- Dr. Jayne
- Morse (the servant)

- Frank Misquith

** The daughter is mentioned many times but doesn’t appear on stage in act1
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 Act.1 is an exposition. We are introduced to all the major characters. They appear on stage or are mentioned by other characters.
[image: image3.png]


 Setting:

Mise en scène is one of the elements of drama. It is usually divided into settings and stage directions. Certain furniture, lamps, or lightings that relate to the settings are all part of the Mise en scène. When a character leaves or enters the stage it is called stage directions. There are all included in the me
        Even before the characters start talking, there is the description of the house of Mr.Tanqueray. It is described as a luxurious comfortable house that denotes that the characters are upper-middle class characters. The characters are setting around a dining table with four chairs but one if missing. There is an empty chair that tells us that the characters are waiting for a person who did not come yet. They are expecting a visitor who is late. The empty chair is mentioned several times. They keep asking what happened to Drummle (the expected guest​). When he arrives finally, we discover why he is so important character. He is the closest friend to Mr. Tanqueray. He is going to say very important things.
        The Mise en scène makes a certain atmosphere or mood. The audience expects that this is a friendly gathering. People should exchange information and news. The Mise en scène even helps in the action. For example, in this dining room, there is a fire place that makes us have this feeling of warm as if these friends have a warm relationship. As we go along we will discover that there will be a letter that will be thrown in the fire unopened. The fire is symbolic and has many meanings. Fire can be like passion whether strong passion or the lack of passion in relation to marriage.
** In this play, silence is as important as words.

         At the beginning of the play, it is said that there is a dinner table and people are about to finish their dinner heading to the stage of desert and coffee. There is this servant Morse who is standing besides his master and putting a box if cigar and a lighter then he withdraw. This stage direction is very important because during the dinner the servant is there serving the courses and the talking is limited to general topics. Once the servant puts the cigar and leaves, the audience will expect the characters to start talking about private things.
Act.1
Misquith: Aubrey, it is a pleasant yet dreadful fact to contemplate, but it's nearly fifteen years since I first I dined with you. You lodged in Piccadilly in those days, over a hat-shop. Jayne, I met you at that dinner, and Cayley Drummle.
Jayne: Yes, yes. What a pity it is that Cayley isn't here to-night.

Aubrey:Confound the old gossip! His empty chair has been staring us in the face all through dinner. I ought to have told Morse to take it away.

             The words are simple. Misquith is saying that it has been fifteen years since they had this gathering. They are sharing happy memories. They are middle-aged men who have the feeling of the dread of the passage of time. This makes the audience prepared for the decision of Mr. Tanqueray. He is about to engage in a second marriage. So in this critical age he is thinking about marriage. He is about 50 years old and he is deciding to marry Paula who is about 27 years old. Moreover, these few lines tell us about the social mobility. The other house near the Piccadilly seems to be less elegant and less sophisticated than the house in Albany where they are now. This tells us that these men become richer and moved to a better house.
       If a playwright is a good dramatist who line in the late Victorian age and writing serious drama, he doesn’t write any word without having a meaning. For example, after this conversation, it seems that there is an air of embarrassment because someone wants to say something but he is not brave enough. He wants to tell them about their marriage. He tells them that this might be the last time to have dinner in this house. He has a house in the countryside that he left when his first wife died and now he is moving back to countryside. His friends wonder why he would move back to such boring place. He tells them that he is not going back alone. He is going with his new wife. He is going to marry tomorrow. They become shocked and they couldn’t find any words to say. Then one of them starts saying something irrelevant. He comments on the good coffee and another one comments on the good cigar. This situation shows that these people are embarrassed and cannot find proper words to say. This also shows that these people are well-bred and well-mannered. Unlike people belonging to lower classes who might be rude and start saying rude expressions, these people (Misquith and Dr. Jayne) are well-mannered. They are in full control of their words and attitudes. They tried to change the subject by talking about the coffee and the cigar.
The dialogue is very important. It should be connected to the stage directions.

The effect of marriage on friendship

Aubrey: Look here; I dare say you two old friends think this treatment very strange, very unkind. So I want you to understand me.
Aubrey is aware that his friends are polite and are embarrassed. He is trying to tell them the words that they couldn’t say. The mere fact that he thinks the announcement of marriage needs explanation shows that there is something not quite right about this marriage. So he starts talking about the effect of marriage on friendship. It is a general statement. He is trying to escape the issue by talking about general things.
You know a marriage often cools friendships. What's the usual course of things? A man's engagement is given out; he is congratulated, complimented upon his choice: the church is filled with troops of friends, and he goes away happily to a chorus of good wishes. He comes back, sets up house in town or country, and thinks to resume the old associations, the old companionships. My dear Frank, my dear good doctor, it's very seldom that it can be done. Generally, a worm has begun to eat its way into those hearty, unreserved, pre-nuptial friendships; a damnable constraint sets in and acts like a wasting disease: and so, believe me, in nine cases out of ten a man's marriage severs for him more close ties than it forms.

          He uses images to explain his ideas. This shows that he is an educated man. This conversation is a very good example of the many serious conversations in the play. The play is called serious drama because it has serious conversations and ideas. One of these ideas is the negative effect of marriage on friendship. These serious ideas can be considered as part of the themes of the play. 
       One of his friends asks him whether he is talking about marriage in general or his own marriage but Mr. Tanqueray doesn’t give a direct answer. He will try to give another image of friendship. He starts explaining to them that their friendship is like a book that has many chapters. Each chapter is like a period of time. Since they first met until tonight is a chapter and tomorrow is a new chapter. They ask him about the name of the lady but he doesn’t provide them with her name. He just tells them that she will be part of the next chapter in their life. He was afraid if they wouldn’t like his wife. So he tells him that they should not be hypocritical and be frank. He asks them to cut their friendship if they find any reason for that. 
      He admits that his marriage is not a conventional marriage. He tells them that tomorrow he will be married and he is busy so he has to leave to write some notes. This stage direction allows the other two friends to talk freely about the issue. They start thinking in a whispering voice. One of them mentions the word “misalliance” which means a marriage to a socially unsuitable person. They are imagining that this upper class man may be went hunting and met a daily maid that he found attractive and fallen in love with. They say may be she is a shop girl. They were thinking about misalliance in social terms. They did not imagine that it might be something different from the social classes. They didn’t imagine that it might be even worse and about a woman with a past, a fallen woman but with a golden heart.
      Drummle arrives. He is the closest friend to Mr. Tanqueray. He gives an aura of comedy. The play is serious but there are some comic elements. Drummle is a man of wide social relationships that is why we call him a gossip. He knows everybody. He knows the aristocracies and the middle class people as well. Drummle tells them about a very significant reason why he was late. He tells them about another misalliance. He tells them that there is this lady who is lady Orreyed. Lady Orreyed sent Drummle a note asking him to come and comfort her because she is in a sever distress. This makes us realize that Drummle is the sort of person that you send for when you are in trouble. Even Mr. Tanqueray sends for him whenever he is in trouble.
        Lady Orreyed asked Drummle to come to her that is why Drummle was late for the dinner with his friends. Drummle went to lady Orreyed and found that the whole house was under great distress as if there was a death in their family. However, there was not a real death. There was social death which is one of the serious themes or ideas that are discussed in the play. He tells them that Lady Orreyed son whose name is George married a woman with a past which means that he has become socially dead. He will not be accepted by the family or the relatives. 

         Drummle says that a young man can have many relations and affairs and it would be like diving into the water but at the end of the affair he will come out of the water again with no harm. However, when men commit the dangerous mistake of misalliance, this is like drowning in the social dead sea.            

        Drummle says he is an observer of life and he watched a lot of men who had died by drowning in the social dead Sea. This is a very dismal and dark image that is heard by Mr. Tanqueray. He was very irritated and left them to finish his letter writing. When Mr. Tanqueray leaves the stage it means that the other three friends will be able to say things that they wouldn’t say in front of Mr. Tanqueray.
       When they start talking we notice that Drummle is the closest friend to Mr. Tanqueray because he knows a lot of things about him. As they are talking they make a plan that they will leave Drummle alone with Mr. Tanqueray so that he can talk to him freely. Drummle also tells them that if Mr. Tanqueray is thinking about getting an unsuitable marriage, he would be making the second mistake about marriage in his life. The other two men ask Drummle to tell them more about the details of the story of the first marriage. He starts telling them about it.
      The exposition tells us about all the past events that are related to the present situations. It tells us about everything related to the characters and prepares us for the whole play. Drummle starts to tell them that the first wife came from a very respectable family. She was very beautiful but she was very cold. He describes her as iceberg or as snow which is an image that contrasts the fire in the dining room.
          She did not have any feelings at all although Mr. Tanqueray loved her so much. She was totally incapable of feeling any passion towards Mr. Tanqueray. Drummle adds that even after giving birth to the first daughter nothing changed. She remained as cold as she was. The only time she had a temperature was when she died of fever. Such a marriage would be a mistake because it is a marriage without a passion. Mr. Tanqueray must be unhappy man that’s why the marriage was a mistake. The wife was a Roman Catholic which means that she was very religious and she wanted her husband to be very religious as well, however, Mr. Tanqueray was an ordinary man. She wanted her daughter to become a good catholic. She sent her to a convent to France then to Ireland. So the father was away from his daughter and the marriage was unhappy. The wife died 7 years ago.
       Drummle told them about something that happened before the beginning of the play. They tell them that Mr. Tanqueray asked Drummle to come to his house because he was feeling bad. Mr. Tanqueray went to Ireland to visit his daughter hoping that she will live with him. However, the daughter refused because she decided to become a nun. This is another form of social death. Becoming a nun means to isolate yourself from all worldly life. The only thing to do is to stay at the convent, pray and help the poor. It is isolation from the whole society which means a social death.

      At the end of the act, there will be a letter that says that the daughter changed her mind because she had a dream. Her mother visited her in the dream. The daughter decided to go and love with her father. So the two women will live together, the daughter and the new wife or the step mother.
        Dreams and letters are part of the dramatic devices in this play. Dreams and letter are devices that help to develop the action sand the plot. 
       Drummle continues the story to the two men, telling them that when he visited Mr. Tanqueray before one month he noticed that he repeats the word “alone”. This is important because it provides us with the reason why this man wants to get married. He is 40 years and he feels so alone. He had a very bad first marriage experience and he will not see his daughter again so he wants to get married.
       When the two friends leave, Drummle stays alone with Mr. Tanqueray. He starts talking to him and asking him about the marriage. Mr. Tanqueray tells him about her name. Paula Ray told Mr. Tanqueray about everything in her past. Drummle finds out that he met her in different occasions and Mr. Tanqueray asks him to tell him about these occasions. Drummle as a polite person doesn’t want to tell him that he met her with different men. However, Mr. Tanqueray insists. They start having a very interesting conversation. When one of them starts a story the other finishes it. This is because Paula told Mr. Tanqueray about everything in her life. She was honest that she might be a respectable wife and mother if given a second chance.
        There was this idea about divorce as a scandal in society in the late Victorian age. Paula was divorced and she was victimized by the men of society who deceived her.
        Before Drummle leaves, something strange happen. Paula comes unexpectedly to the house while Drummle is still there. This causes a lot of embarrassment. The servant had to take her and to hide her until Drummle leaves. She came to give a letter to Mr. Tanqueray. It was a list about her previous affairs. She tells Mr. Tanqueray that she is sure he is already aware about the names in the list because she told him about them all. However, she wanted to make sure that he knows everything about her past before marrying. He doesn’t open the letter and he throws it in the fire. This can have two conflicting meanings. May be he is so confident that she is honest and told him everything and maybe he is afraid that when he reads anything more he would change his decision.
           The writing of the letter itself tells us about many things about the character of Paula. She seems to be very honest by taking this risk. Mr. Tanqueray asks her if she does not care about him and she would not be miserable if he changed his mind. Paula answers in a very confident and serious voice that when he refuses to marry her she will kill herself. Paula herself had a dream that she tells Mr. Tanqueray about. She dreamt that they got married and years passed. She dreamt that one day they had another dinner with everybody in society invited and she is the hostess. This dream comes out of hope. She is wishing for acceptance from society.
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