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          The well-made play is a form of drama invented by Eugene Scribe during the middle years of the nineteenth century. The Second Mrs. Tanqueray is a well-made play. The well-made play is always divided into an exposition, a complication and a denouement. The obligatory scene is when the secrets are disclosed. The obligatory scene comes just before the denouement or the resolution. 

        The serious drama is the subject matter of the play. Any work of art has a form and content. The form is the well-made play. The content is that it is a serious play or a problem play.

Act 3

          In act.3 there are some secrets. The first secret is the relationship between Paula and Hugh Ardale. The second secret is the interception of the letters. However, there are secrets in act.1 and 2. In a well-made play we should think that each act is like a small play or a small drama. That is why there are secrets in each act. We can find small exposition, complication and denouement, in one act. There are a number of structures together making a one big play.

              In act.3, there are two secrets. The first one is major and the second one is minor. The secret about the interception of the letters was already resolved in act.3 itself. It did not last till the end of the play. Paula hid the letter from Mr. Tanqueray. However this secret was exposed and she had a confrontation with Mr. Tanqueray in act.3.

           In act.1, the identity of Paula was like a little secret. Mr. Tanqueray did not want to say much about her to his friends. This secret was disclosed when Drummle talked to Mr. Tanqueray. Paula’s identity was exposed.

           The major secret in act.3 is the love affair between Paula and Hugh Ardale. This secret was not resolved in act.3 unlike the minor secret. Captain Ardale comes to marry Ellen and he meets Paula who is his ex-girlfriend or ex-lover. It is a very complicated situation.
       The ups and downs or the fluctuation in the play is one of the features of the well-made play. There are moment of anxiety and relief throughout the play. However, the marriage between Paula and Mr. Tanqueray is going from bad to worse.
          Ellen returns from the trip with Mrs. Cortelyon. There is a certain development between her and Paula. Ellen tells Paula about the man she meets.

         After reading act.3, we get the impression that there is a rhythm. There is a cycle where there are moments of anxiety and other moments of relief. This depends on the events of the play.

          In act.3 there is much evidence that The Second Mrs. Tanqueray is a serious play. A serious play is a drama having serious tone or serious conversation that has serious topics.  Paula and Drummle had a serious conversation in act.3. It was mainly about Drummle trying to solve the mystery why Paula looks very upset. Drummle was trying to convince Paula to confess to her husband. Drummle told her that if she confessed she would get what is called and absolution. He was trying to convince her about the advantages of confession and how confession can get her to absolution. This is an example of a very serious conversation. it is about a very philosophical and serious topic. That is why this play is a serious play that has a serious tone.
          Drummle grabs a mirror that is on the table and face it to Paula. He tells her how tired and sleepless she looks. He tells her that if she talks to her husband about the letter, she will feel better and everything is going to be fine.

            The mirror is an important device. It is an important part of the Mise en scene. It helps Paula to looks deep inside herself. The mirror was an important device that made Paula thinks deeply about herself.

              Paula and Lady Orreyed seem to be identical. They are old friends. Both of them had a number of relations. Both of them were rejected by society. After that both of them got married to good men. They are very close to be identical. However, there is a big difference between them. This difference is shown in the conversation between the two friends.

         Paula moved a long distance because she was trying to change. However, Mabel did not try to change at all. She remained vulgar, selfish and greedy as she ever was. Both of them are not very good but when we see one of them trying to change we might sympathize with her. Paula is having an internal conflict.
       The topic about courage is one of the serious topics in the play. Courage was never mentioned by name in the conversation between Ardale and Paula. However, it was always there between the lines. There are two different types of courage. There is the physical courage that is shown in battle fields. Hugh Ardale is very brave physically speaking. However, there is another type of courage which is the moral one. Paula is morally brave because she wanted to confront her husband and tell him that she had an affair with Ardale. On the contrary, Ardale was not ready for this confrontation. He even threatens her. He did not have this moral courage.
                Paula has this moral courage as a result from Drummle’s words to her. Drummle convinced her that she will feel much better if she confronts her husband with her secrets. Therefore, moral or physical courage are not born with the character it is a part of the development of the character.

Act Three
The drawing-room at " Ifighercoombe." Facing the 
spectator are two large French windows, sheltered 
by a verandah, leading into the garden;

          The garden is very important as a part of the setting because many characters will enter and leave the stage through the garden. Ardale will be hiding in the garden for sometime then he enters through the garden and then leaves again through the gardens.

 
on the right is a door opening into a small hall. The 
fireplace, with a large mirror above it, is on the 
left-hand side of the roofn, and higher up in the 
same wall are double doors recessed. The room is 
richly furnished, and everything betokens taste and 
luxury. The windows are open, and there is 
moofilight in the garden. 
         The “mirror” is very important. It is something that shows the identity. It shows the physical appearance and the inside part of the personality.

Lady Orreyed, a pretty, affected doll of a woman, 
with a mincing voice and flaxen hair, is sitting on 
the oitofnan, her head resting against the drum, 
and her eyes closed. Paula, looking pale, worn, 
and thoroughly unhappy, is sitting at a table. 
Both are iti sumptuous dinner-gowns. 
           Everything about Mabel and George Orreyed says that they are a very vulgar couple. Even in company Mabel is not setting elegantly. This is totally different from Paula. Paula compared to Mabel and Orreyed is not vulgar at all.
Lady Orreyed. 
[Opening her eyes. '\ Well, I never ! I dropped off ! 
[Feeling her hair.'] Just fancy ! Where are the 
men ? Paula. [Icily.'] Outside, smoking. 

        This is very strange because although Paula is talking to her friend and supposed to be happy she answers her “icily”
      In the next paragraph, George is described as being stupid and a drunker.

No, thanks. It's gettin' near time for a whiskey 
and potass. [Approaching Paula, regarding Lady 
Orreyed admiringly] I say, Birdie looks rippin' 
to-night, don't she ? 
         The sentence is grammatically wrong. It should be “doesn’t she” instead of “don’t she”, the use of the word “birdie” is strange as well. Paula seems not to understand the meaning of the word. “Birdie” is a very slang word. Paula’s answer proves that she is not happy to be with these people. She is not happy that they are her friends.


He moves round to the settee. Paula watches 
him with distaste, then rises and walks 
away. Sir George falls asleep on the 
settee. 
Paula is disgusted by George.

Lady Orreyed:
Paula love, I fancied you and Aubrey were a little 
more friendly at dinner. You haven't made it up, have you ? 
Paula:We ? Oh, no. We speak before others, that's all. 
The marriage is going from bad to worse. Paula and her husband are not talking to each other except in front of others.

Lady Orreyed: And how long do you intend to carry on this game, dear? 
The key word in this sentence is the word “game”. Mabel thinks that Paula is playing a game. The game is not talking to him may be to force him buy her something expensive.


Paula: I really can't tell you. 
Lady Orreyed: Sit down, old girl; don't be so fidgety. [Paula 
sits on the upper seat of the ottoman, with her back to 
Lady Orreyed: Of course, it's my duty, as an 
old friend, to give you a good talking-to —
Paula seems that she does not want to talk to Mabel. She answers in a blunt way.

[Paula glares at her suddenly and fiercely] — but really I've 
found one gets so many smacks in the face through 
interfering in matrimonial squabbles that I've determined to drop it. 
Paula: I think you're wise. 
The word “glares” shows that Paula is very angry. However, Mabel does not notice the glare and continues. Mabel is saying that is she gets involved in the marriage quarrels of people; they do not thank her for it. So she decided not to get involved.
Lady Orreyed:

However, I must say that 1 do wish you'd look
at marriage in a more solemn light — just as 1 do,

in fact. It is such a beautiful thing — marriage,
and if people in our position don't respect it, and
set a good example by living happily with their
husbands, what can you expect from the middle
classes ? When did this sad state of affairs between
you and Aubrey actually begin ?

       A very ironical sentence because Mabel is giving an advice to Paula. Mabel is turning things upside down. The middle class is supposed to be is the class that protect the moral values of society. Mabel is reminding Paula that they are one of a kind by saying “people in our position”. Mabel is saying that she and Paula are supposed to set an example for society about respecting marriage. She says that this is the duty of her and Paula not of the middle class.
Paula: Actually, a fortnight and three days ago ; I 
haven't calculated the minutes. 

Lady Orreyed: A day or two before Dodo and I turned up — 
arrived. 

 
“Turned up” is slang but “arrived” is Standard English that is why Mabel corrects herself.


Paula: Yes. One always remembers one thing by another; we left off speaking to each other the morning I wrote asking you to visit us. 

“The morning” is the end of Act.2

Lady Orreyed: Lucky for you 1 was able to pop down, wasn't it, dear ?
Paula: [Glaring at her again.] Most fortunate. 
Lady Orreyed: A serious split with your husband without a pal 
on the premises — I should say, without a friend in 
the house — would be most unpleasant. 
Mabel is using a very vulgar language but she is trying to correct herself.  


Paula: [Turning to her abruptly.] This place must be horribly doleful for you and George just now. At least you ought to consider him before me. Why 
didn't you leave me to my difficulties .'' 
Paula tried to send Mabel and her husband away in a polite way. However Mabel is saying that they are fine. She tells Paula that she and her husband and very much in love. She tried to make Paula jealous in a rude way.
         Later on Mabel tells Paula about a quarrel that happened between her and her husband. Mabel wanted her husband to bring her a tiara with diamonds but he did not and they had a quarrel. He threw chairs and got them broken. Mabel says that her husband is a gentleman because he never throws things on her. However, this shows the violent side of her husband and the greed of Mabel. Mabel is insisting on getting the tiara although her husband cannot afford it. 
          This shows how much Mabel is different from Paula. Paula was similar to Mable however, she changes. She became different. When Paula looks to the mirror she sees two faces; one from the past similar to Mabel and one that has changed.
         Towards the end of this conversation, Paula goes to the piano and starts playing it. This indicates an artistic talent. Paula has some sort of sensibility. She plays classic music unlike her friend Mabel who likes comic songs. This makes us think about the theme of identity and difference.
End …
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