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Whatever they say, you take notes because you are going to be asked about what they had said and you will take marks on this. Part of the evaluation of their presentation is that you understand, if you understand   this means that they succeeded, if you don't then they have a problem.

 Presentation

     Blake's works make him hard to classify. He is the author of the poems of innocence. In the Chimney Sweepers he describes the hard lives of children. He used so many techniques in the poems he emphasized the use of similes and symbolism. From the very beginning, you notice the sad mood established he also uses very good images in this poem to emphasize the mistreatment of children. The word (weep) emphasizes the misery of the child.     

    The whole poem is ironic, it began like a story told by child. It   changes into a horrible story that shows the misery and the mistreatment of children and the awful and hard conditions of the age.

    Choosing the child as the narrator of the story here gives us hope.

  Blake is a Pre-Romantic…. what is it the difference between being a transitional and   Pre-Romantic?

   The transitional is between two stages, that's why he carries both features. The Pre-Romantic is having more Romantic characteristics but not completely. The Pre-Romantic is still in preparation still not yet mature. 

    The Romantics started with William Wordsworth with the appearance of "The Lyrical" "Ballads" Wordsworth in "The Lyrical Ballads" wrote a preface of the rules that are followed in his poetry and how people should read his poetry and how they should judge it and appreciate it, who is the poet and what should he be doing, how should he be writing, what are the subject matters to be tackled in poetry, that's why it became a school. 

  William Blake came before Wordsworth and he was using some Romantic elements. One of the most important topics that is used by William Blake and later on was heavily used by the Romantics is the theme of childhood. The songs of Innocence and Experience is all about the development from the stage of a childhood to the stage of experience and maturity.   

    He talked about his techniques; he was using irony, symbols, painting, drawing, repetition, because he wants to explain his philosophy but indirectly because poetry is never direct.

Thomas Gray  

    He is a transitional poet. In his poem "Graveyard", there is a contrast between life and death and another contrast between the death of the rich and the death of poor 

 Next time we have two presentations: about Blake and one about   Wordsworth. 

 Today we will start with the Romantics with Wordsworth I want you for next time to read something about the Lucy poems    

    We talked before about the (Industrial Revolution) and the historical background of the time. How people started to shift their interest from reason to emotions and they began to believe in the importance of man and the power of man and they asked for human rights as they were interested in the French Revolution and the American Revolution. With the coming of the Romantics they were against all what was classic and if we make a comparison, we will find that the Romantics are the opposite of the neoclassic in everything and Wordsworth in his preface criticized the new classic.  

    They all revolted against the control of reason but this doesn't mean that they were totally for passion or emotion Wordsworth in his preface   stated that a poet should work with his mind as well as emotions but in order to write a work of art, it starts with emotion and this is different from the Neo Classics who started with the idea and developed it. But the romantics started with the emotions. Then they use their minds in speaking about the emotions. So Wordsworth's never said that he is against the reason but he is against the control of reason; he wanted both to work together.

 How they would come to know about their emotions?

   Through the senses, in order to see or touch something, we should use our senses. This is why we have many visual images, auditory images.  So they used emotions, senses and imagination.  

    They believed that they can see themselves in nature. Nature is part of them and they are part of it and so there is relation between man and nature. Emotions, innocence, imagination is natural in man but the way of developing reason is Neo-classical.  

   Truth is found in nature not external nature, only but human nature as well. This brings us to one of their famous philosophies called pantheism   its like religion they think of God in a very particular way. God is found in nature and is found in every human being. God is part of the goodness of anything. Everything was created by God and God has put part of himself in it.

    Also they were concerned with the past more than the present, the origin of man, what man was not what man is because man has developed into an industrial materialistic human being. This is something that they didn't like, so they were asking man to go back to his natural origins and this is Rousseau's idea of the noble savage.

   They also were interested in far off lands and not their own because England at that time was turning into factories and all the landscape was turning into machines, so they were looking for a better place in faraway lands using their imagination.

     They were also interested in the individual. Every man is different and has different qualities. Of course this is completely opposite to the neo classic who saw all people alike and this is…. why reason was the most important? Because reason is common. Because when I have a problem and I want to discuss, I would use reason, because all people will understand me, but if I use my emotions, people have different emotions than others.   

   Concerning the techniques: 1- They developed different techniques     they believed in the diversity of style and technique whereas the Neo- Classics put rules to be followed and if you're criticizing a work of art, you look for the rules. If they are followed so it's a good work if they are not followed. it is a bad work. And this is what Wordsworth  talked about, he wanted people to judge his works not according to the new classical rules but according to a new way which  he's using  which is completely different .

    During the eighteenth century we have Hops and John Locke.    These are philosophers of the time and they have their own ideas.  Locke   said that man is born with mind like Tabula Rasa which means white paper. What he learns is what you write on that paper and you can control what can be written.  

     And he assumed that all physical things around us are the real things if I cannot touch see or taste, so it's not real. With the Romantics, they were different they thought our sensations are used for a different reason the role of our senses just to have a reaction. This reaction is not mental, it's emotional. When I see something I react to it emotionally first and then I think about my reaction. And these senses are only a stage. The first stage that I know about things then I have to feel something. For example when I see a tree, do all people see it in the same way?

    Of course no. When we look at it, we look at it from different perspectives and I must have a feeling toward what I see. Any object Wordsworth calls (stimulus), which means a thing that stimulates an emotion. For example when you touch something hot, you must have a reaction. Your reactions have to do with feelings and not with ideas, then you think about this why did I have a feeling  why did I  feel happy when I see this thing why when I look at the moon it gives me this sensation while somebody else doesn't have the same sensation.

     This idea that comes to my mind after the feeling I try to express in a poem. And this is the procedure of writing a poem according to the Romantics. So when I am writing a poem, I am writing about what I thought about how I felt when I saw or touch or feel any thing.  

    So a poem starts with a feeling but the words of the poem come from the mind, so the poet is thinking about a feeling that he wants to express. According to the Romantics a feeling that you have is real and they believed in the power of man not the power of the machines.  The power of man is in his imagination. All people have imagination but there are levels of imagination and this is what Coleridge will define later as imagination and fancy.  
    Imagination have two types: primary and secondary. All people have a primary but only people with artistic culture have secondary imagination and the third level is fancy which is a very high level of imagination. To them reality is not what we get within contact physically but to them reality is the product of very inner power which they reached through the external world. The power of man comes from internal and external.

 These are some of the Romantic ideas 

Wordsworth

    He is the father of the Romantic School.  He wrote a book called "Lyrical Ballads". Those Lyrical Ballads some of them were written by Wordsworth and others were written by Coleridge. When this book was published, People did not appreciate that kind of poetry because they couldn't understand it because they were following the rules of the classics, so they thought that these poems were not following the rules of the classics that are why they were not good.

   After that Wordsworth decided to write an explanation, so he wrote a preface to the second edition explaining to people what kind of poetry he is writing and why he is writing it, and where he gets the ideas from, what is the subject matter, what is the kind of language he is using so that people would look at his work from a different way. He said if you want to judge my work, judge it according to the way I wrote it not according to the neoclassical. We will take this in details in the criticism in the second semester.

    He took most of his ideas from countryside like subject matter. Most of his characters are rustic characters: peasants, countrymen. He was against poetic diction. He did not use language used by Neo-Classical but he used the language of everyday conversation because he didn't want to be artificial like the Neo-Classic. 

    Among the topics, he manipulated the tragedies of the society. Poor people have stories and tragedies in their lives to tell. He speaks about suffering of old age. He speaks about poverty. He also writes about the basic relationships father-son, father daughter, mother son, mother daughter. He speaks about childhood and the relation between the parent and a child. This relation between the parents and the child is very important in all Romantics. The relation between the innocence and the experience we have seen this in Blake but we will see it more obviously here.

    This relation shows more of the intense emotions, who would have more emotions a father or the son.

    He chooses the countryside life and peasants….Why? Because of its simplicity and because of its closeness to nature. Most of his images were taken from nature, so the major theme of Wordsworth's poems 1- is the influence of nature and man and 2- the union between man and nature.
   Today we have a poem called Lucy Grave and it is part of the Lucy poems. They are five poems and all of them have allusions to death, real or imaginative . 

   Nobody actually knows who is Lucy, there are many speculations.   Some say that she is a combination of many girls that he met in his life, so it is an imaginative character that might be based on different people not one in particular. But most of the girls he depends on are girls of the countryside.

    The poem does not explain to us the character of Lucy but it is all vivid speculations. He was speculating about an image of a girl called Lucy; where she used to live, and how he was in love with her, how he used to go to her house when she was young, what she used to do with her parents. She died at an early age but she was mature enough to fall in love. How she behaved as a child and as a mature. Those poems are very speculative, they are very philosophical. They never say what appear on the surface they were written at a later age of Wordsworth, so he was very philosophical, so there is a deeper meaning.

  The fifth poem deals with her death 

    But is it actual death was she actually a person or is she imaginary and what kind of death he was talking about. It's a death that he imagines.   This girl lived a normal life with her parents but according to Wordsworth this is not the normal childhood supposed to be Childhood is supposed to be happiness, freedom, joy but here we have the father and daughter. The father is giving orders and she has to obey. 

    Wordsworth's thinks that a child should be free to do whatever he wants without restrictions. In order to have this joy and happiness Lucy has to die to enjoy her life in another imaginative world which is the natural world. Death here is the beginning of her life and this is pantheism we were talking about. It is finding God in nature if you want to find God, you will find him in external nature and inside yourself. 

     In order to show the difference between the two worlds, he brings images and words that make us stop and think. Each word indicates something. 

   After death she was finally absorbed by nature and became part of nature, so she will be happy and enjoy her life.    

     All the time, there is distinction between the girl in the poem and the girl that is supposed to be. We also have the acceptance of death as passage to another life. So the poems are not about children but they have the simplicity of the children but this simplicity is very tricky.  Wordsworth's is not an easy poet to understand, so the simple words and similar style are very suggestive and have emotional depth.   

    The first poem is: STRANGE Fits of Passion Have I Known and it tells us about how the lover is going to meet his beloved and going towards her house but then something terrified him and made him not comfortable. A thought came into his mind if Lucy dies would he be able to live without her. Certain things happened that made   this idea come to his mind. Would be he able to endure his life without her and this is preparing us for the end. Although she is still living but the idea of death is introduced from the very beginning.

    This second poem: SHE Dwelt Among the Untrodden Ways, it is famous. He started remembering how she used to live. So we have insinuation of her death, how she used to be like a violet among stones.   She was like a flower hidden by the rocks. She lived in solitude and executions. She moved on ways that were not trodden by other people; she was not social.

The third poem: I TRAVELL'D Among Unknown Men, he traveled to a faraway land and he is dreaming of Lucy

  Three Years She Grew in Sun and Shower. She lived there in this place for three years which is full of sun and nature. She became part of nature to the extent that nature wanted to take her for herself. Now she does not belong to the world of the human being. She belongs to the world of nature and this is why she has to die when a person dies he is buried in earth which is part of nature. Nature claims her and decided to take her. 

A SLUMBER did My Spirit Seal;  this is the reflection of how now she is with the roses, with flowers, with the stones,  and how he feels for her. Is he happy for her because she became part of nature or is he said because he lost her this is a conflict between different feelings. 

What is the theme?

   One of the main themes is the theme of a childhood and the growth of the mind. You have to know about the five poems and we will do only one in class next time.    
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