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What is the significance of the presence of the child in the poem? 

    She is the symbol of innocence. There is a belief by both Blake and Wordsworth that the child is the father of man. When we say man, we are speaking of human being. The child is a symbol of honesty, clear vision, and simplicity. Wordsworth says that this poem was written during his short residence in Germany which was unhappy experience for him. He suffered loneliness there, away from his country, away from the landscape in which he grew. This child might be Wordsworth himself who is lost in this world. 

    Later on he had own sister and his close friend and the husband of his sister. Wordsworth had some experiences roaming around England landscape. We find a change in his poetry after this period after this relation with his friends and the intimate relation with his sister. 

What light is used for? It is used for guidance, reality, and clear vision. Who is carrying the light? The child. And she is guiding whom? Her mother. 

The story of the poem: 

    It is about a little girl who is supposed to guide her mother into the city, and she got lost from her mother. She is found later on in a water canal by her mother after two years. This poem has more than one part.

    In the beginning there is a kind of full description of this child's relation to nature, to the place where she lives, to the mountains, to the hills, to the animals. She has no mates, no friends, but she has a close intimate relationship with nature. 

What is the position of nature in the Romantic philosophy? 

   Nature for them is the mother that protects, it is the God who creates, and it is a nurse that has a healing power. Wordsworth was called Nature worshipper. 
   This girl never suffered being alone because she is in company with the nature. Nature is there surrounding her life, protecting her, providing her with love and caring. She trusts nature as a child trusts her mother, she believes in nature as a child who believes in his mother, she needs nature to cure her, to heal her pain, as we need to a nurse to cure and heal.  The Children's relation to nature is Wordswoth philosophy towards nature. 

   This child was moving from the childhood to the adulthood. This is a stage of spiritual and physical changes. 

    The girl was instructed by her father to take alight in her hand, and to guide her mother going home. Because she is trusting her father and she is trusting nature, she has no fear to move free in nature, so she took the light and was willingly fulfilling her mission. 

    What happened was that she was taken by the beauty of nature followed her desire to play and she was away from her own mother. Parents started looking for her. She tried to find her parents. 

   Wordsworth does not want the reader to involve emotionally in the feelings or in the positions of the parents. So we never feel sympathy to the parents……Why?  Because he blamed them. His main concentration was on childhood, this innocent child who is being sent to be the victim of nature. In fact she is the victim of her father's instructions, the victim of her relation to father. 

    So he blames the parents, when he comes to talk about their effort to find her, he cuts his speech about them and he switches to the girls effort to find the father. He concentrated on her suffering not the parents' suffering. He is trying to pay the attention of the reader on her childhood. 

The 1st stanza:

Oft I had heard of Lucy Gray,
And when I cross'd the Wild,
I chanc'd to see at break of day
The solitary Child.
     In this part, we are immediately invited by the writer to think of the eternal presence of this child." I chanced to see at break of day the solitary child ", is this real seeing or imagined? He imagines. He is obsessed with the presence of this child to the extent that he can not see the place without her. She becomes part of nature. She is haunting over the place like a ghost. 

    In this line he is preparing us to look at this side of the relation between man and place, man and nature. The close relationship that was created between this little child and the place in which she used to live.

   "Solitary "is one of the words that were used recurrently in their poetry. It refers to their own feelings. The writer here refers to his own solitary. So the place and the memory of this little child remind him of his own position. 

As for Wordswoth and all the Romantics, the Nature was their own mother, so they never felt fear in the presence of nature. It is solitary but not loneliness as there is a protective power, God, the presence of the mother. So whether she was alone or with someone else, nature is the most important company.
The 2nd  stanza:

No Mate, no comrade Lucy knew;
She dwelt on a wild Moor,
The sweetest Thing that ever grew
Beside a human door!
     Wild Moor means stagnant water where we can find alga. According to Darwin theory of evolution, man grew originally from stagnant water which is the source of life. Lucy lived near this wild Moor.

    This stanza contains a very important metaphor. What is the sweetest thing? The sweetest thing is referring to this little child. In this place, Lucy used to live with her parents, but after her death, she is referring to as being a thing rather than a human being. 

   She turns to be apart of nature, or she has this close affinity with nature. She is sticking there for ever, and at the same time, she is not growing the way human beings grow.

     He is using thing and grow, thing with turns our attention to an object that does not grow, and the word grows. So she is sweet thing that grows, a thing because she turns to be an element of nature , and grow because during this time of three years , she is growing, she is moving from one stage to the other as a spirit , as a ghost haunting the place. Physically she is not there, spiritually she is there and growing.
The 3rd stanza:

You yet may spy the Fawn at play,
The Hare upon the Green;
But the sweet face of Lucy Gray
Will never more be seen.
    In his words" sweet face" the poet makes clear to the reader that this sweet face is nothing but the little child herself. Here he jumps to the end by telling us that she is lost for ever.
    There is another reference to another animal that is wolf. He uses these animals……Why?  To give life to the place as the little child is absent now. Animals are playing near the place where they used to play with her. Animals are those who are enduring her absence, not her parents. The only time we are going to hear of parents is when the father is giving instructions, not the crying for his absence. So the mother and the father are not allowed to show their feelings to the reader, as they are to be blamed.
The 4th stanza:

To-night will be a stormy night,
You to the Town must go,
And take a lantern, Child, to light
Your Mother thro' the snow."
    These are the words of her father, giving her instructions to take a lamp of the light and guide her mother home. The father is only imposing instructions on the girl and maybe on the mother. Critics here tend to talk about the overwhelming power the males have in society.

The 5th stanza:

That, Father! will I gladly do;
'Tis scarcely afternoon—
The Minster-clock has just struck two,
And yonder is the Moon."
    The father's desire meets her playful nature. She does not feel that it is dangerous to go there. It is not fully night yet, and all the elements of nature are there, the snow and the moon. She loves nature and trusts it, she has no fears, no worries. She feels as if she is in a safe hand in the presence of Nature. She does not say mother is coming with me, she does not mention her mother. 
The 6th stanza:

At this the Father rais'd his hook
And snapp'd a faggot-band;
He plied his work, and Lucy took
The lantern in her hand

After giving instructions, the father turns to finish his work, he never spent a moment of thinking in the consequences of sending his daughter.
The 7th stanza:

Not blither is the mountain roe,
With many a wanton stroke
Her feet disperse, the powd'ry snow
That rises up like smoke
     Here a closer relation starts to grow between her and nature. Now she is touching kicking the snow with her feet. Physically she has an intimate relation with this snow.

The 8th +9th stanza:

The storm came on before its time,
She wander'd up and down,
And many a hill did Lucy climb
But never reach'd the Town.
The wretched Parents all that night
Went shouting far and wide;
But there was neither sound nor sight
To serve them for a guide.
     Now she is going away from her mother. She went everywhere except the town, the parents don’t see because of the disappearance of the girl, as there is no light in their life. Although she is still a child, she is seen her as the light that guides the parents. This is the position of the child in the Romantic poetry. 

    Wordsworth is very clear in referring that this child is the real guidance for her parents. She is a moral guide and after her absence they are moving without moral guidance in their life. She is taking her mother home, so from the very beginning, this role was assigned to her by her father. Her voice is not here also. 

    The voice of the children, while singing, with its divine power used to take them to the heavens and to create this old relationship with it. The divine power of this child, the light of her song is not there. So they have no guidance in the life. 

     The speech of the parent's effort to find this girl was cut, as he does not want emotions to be involved within this part. He will turn to Lucy itself.

 What storm is this that demolished Lucy and destroyed her life? 

Is it the storm of nature? no, because if we are know her intimate relation with nature, love, trust, caring, protection, motherhood, we will never think of the storm as being part of nature.

     Maybe the storm is the influence of the society on her, or may be it is experience as experience destroys innocence, so this is the storm of adulthood destroying childhood. 
    Here the storm is the storm of adulthood which involves parent's presence. If we speak about the nature as being a mother, we may think of a mother carrying a baby, a womb, and now she turns to the nature's womb. She is buried in nature, so she is back to the womb of her mother nature instead of the real actual mother. She has been dismissed from her actual, physical mother to this Mother Nature so now she is buried and protected. The girl was found in water canal which is the womb of mother, protected with water in his mother's womb, and now she is buried with this powder snowing, as if she is returning to the womb of her mother, the real mother, the god that protects her.
    This is a clear invitation to make us think of the intimate relationship between man and nature. She has been injured by her father's instructions and she is cured by nature. She has been dismissed by her father and received by her mother nature's womb.

     Lucy Gray is a ballade dealing with the death of Lucy. it is the loss of childhood in the storm of approaching adult life. She is eager to enjoy nature, and is naïve enough to trust nature which helps preparing her role as a victim. She is a victim of her own parents. She loses her way and becomes enveloped in the snow, and consumed into the landscape to be part of it. 

The setting of the poem: The break of the day, snowy weather with some animals playing around Wild MOOR only one cottage,
The characters: the father who is present with his own language, and the girl who is controlling the scene with her words and with her memory haunting the place. Her words emphasize her innocent, simple character. The child's reaction ton the father's instructions is not only out of obedience, but because it meets her readiness to play and her love to nature. The real mother is behind the scene. The animals who are lamenting the child's death.

The simplicity of natural setting is in naturalistic sympathy with the girl's disposition in the poem. This point extends Lucy beyond her actuality as a living girl to be herself part of nature or at least in close affinity with nature this idea is emphasized by the association made between Lucy and the local animals who endure or suffer after her death, a sense that reminds us of her as an innocent victim.

    Write short analysis of these lines, Lucy gray, depending on your second reading of the poem. 
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