First Semester



Poetry (5)
Third Year
Presentation1
William Blake
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 William Blake is one of the greatest poets in England. Certainly, he is one of the most originals. He is known to most of people as the author of “Songs of Innocence" and some poems like "Tyger Tyger burning bright". His achievements are massive. He wished, by using the arts of drawing and poetry, to build a huge mythology of his art. His great poems and works about ethics are hard to understand until one has found the philosophy behind it. He was a great painter who used both art and poetry to express his views. 
Presentation2
"Songs of Innocence and of Experience"
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 "Songs of Innocence and Experience" shows the two contrary states of human soul; they are written by the English poet William Blake. Although Songs of Innocence was first published by itself in 1789, it is believed that Songs of Experience has always been published in conjunction with Innocence since its completion in 1794. “Songs of Innocence” was originally a complete poet first printed in 1789. It is a connectional collection of 19 poems engraved with artwork. Some of the poems are written about children and dramatize the life of children while others [experience] are seen from another perspective.
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 The poems are each listed below:

Introduction 

The Shepherd 

The Ecchoing Green 

The Lamb 

The Little Black Boy 

The Blossom 

The Chimney Sweeper 

The Little Boy lost 

The Little Boy found 

Laughing Song 

A Cradle Song 

The Divine Image 

Holy Thursday 

Night 

Spring 

Nurse's Song 

Infant Joy 

A Dream 

On Another's Sorrow 
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 The drawing of the “Songs of Innocence” shows a mother sitting with her children, so the child in the picture is a symbol of innocence. It is not simply a child, but a child in relation to the others. The mother is teaching the children. So, they are gaining experience. This age is full of songs. Child’s life is supposed to be full of joy, happiness and singing. In the image, we can clearly see the tree of knowledge. It is a symbol of knowledge. As you grow, you learn more and more. After this, they grow into experience. This is how Blake used to paint what he wants saying.
Presentation3
 “Songs of Experience”

"Songs of Innocence and of Experience"
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 Songs of Experience is a 1794 poetry collection of 26 poems forming the second part of William Blake's Songs of Innocence and of Experience. Some of the poems, such as The Little Boy Lost and The Little Boy Found were moved by Blake to Songs of Innocence, and were frequently moved between the two books. It portrays the harshness of experience and what is good in innocence and articulating also the weakness of innocence.
The poems are:

Introduction (Experience) 

Earth's Answer 

My Pretty Rose Tree 

A Poison Tree 

The Tyger 

The Sick Rose 

Infant Sorrow 

The Chimney Sweeper (Experience) 

Holy Thursday (Experience) 

London 

Ah! Sunflower 

The Fly 

The Clod and the Pebble  
The Garden of Love 

The Voice of the Ancient Bard 

A Divine Image 
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 There are some of the poems that are with the same title. For example, we have “The Chimney Sweeper” in the "Songs of Innocence" and the same poem in "The Songs of Experience" but after gaining experience. The same with "Holy Thursday" comes in both innocence and experience. But first of all "Holy Thursday" children were young and happy and expressing their innocence, and then after getting spoiled, the songs of experience come. Also in “Songs of Experience”, person is dying and people around him are crying. So, in songs of experience, after you gain experience, your innocence dies. It is not the actual death; it is the death of innocence. The person dying in the picture is wearing white while the other people are wearing other cloth as the dying person is supposed to be innocence. The picture is not as colorful and joyful as the other one. It is full of gloom and clouds and dark colors. This is how Blake used to illustrate his poems by his drawings.
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 Blake’s works are remarkable as highly individual. He spent his life writing against the restriction of law and science. Some may still believe he was another of the nineteenth century's mad men. To other, his madness looks very much sanity.
Presentation 4:
William Blake
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 William Blake was an English poet, painter, and printmaker. He was not recognized during his lifetime. But nowadays he is considered as a sharp figure of art and poetry of the Romantic age. He is the greatest artist Britain had ever produced. He made as rich amount of art works such as "The Body of God" and "Human existence". One of the modern critics said that Blake lacks expressiveness and creativity in his works. But he is a very great poet of his time. There are two types of art; the expressionistic and the impressionistic. This is found in all types of art; poetry, playwriting, drawing, etc. when you act certain impressions and you want them to come out, so you are what you feel whether it is right or wrong and whether people will like it or not. This is impressionistic. But in expressionistic; you are expressing something else. Like the drawings of Blake. He is expressing what he wants to say. He does not draw real things as real horse or a real man, but what he has in his mind. 

Presentation 5:
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 One of Blake themes was cruelty in all kinds especially for children. One example is writing against driving the kids away from happiness.
Blake's Death
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 On the day of his death, he was setting beside his wife Kate. He holds her hand and asks her to stay with him. So, she stayed and he began to sing some hymns, songs and verses. Then he died. George Richmond said about Blake's death; "He died in almost glorious manner. He had all His life wished to see & expressed, he visited that country he wished and expressed to be happy there; hoping for Salvation through Jesus Christ — Just before he died His Countenance became fair. His eyes Brighten'd and he burst out Singing of the things he saw in Heaven"

Blake's significant number of works is very small that people only know him for few works but it deserves much greater reputation than it actually has.

Beginning of the Lecture
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 Today our poem is ‘Lucy Gray’. It is one of William Wordsworth's poems. He wrote famous Lucy Poems; poems about a girl called Lucy. This Lucy is unknown figure. But he gave this name to the girl whom he is describing in his poetry. She might be a combination of some girls he has met. Alternatively, she might be someone he actually knew. Nobody is sure about that. This poem has a certain occasion. That is he was visiting Germany and during his stay, he heard a story of a little girl who was lost in the woods and it was snowing, so they were looking for her, trying to find her. But unfortunately there was snow storm and she died in that snow storm. Of course, it is a sad sorrowful story. But here Wordsworth turns it into a completely different story. That this girl, by her death, she did not actually die. She became part of nature. And the poem is not an easy one. It is very difficult and philosophic because, like Blake, children are so important to Wordsworth. Lucy Gray was a girl; neither a little girl, nor an adult. She is in between. So, she was going between two stages; the stage of innocence of childhood and the stage of experienced adulthood. But she died; why? To stay a live. He was able to give this meaning by giving us symbols, signs, etc. He is telling us the story of how Lucy used to live with her patents. One day her mother was out and her father asked her to go out and take a lantern with her, light the road for her mother so her mother would not be lost. So, she was supposed to go and light for her mother to come to this place. So, we have the father figure, the mother figure and the child figure and the difference between them. The father did not go out because it is the child who can do the light, not the grown ups. The grown ups do not have this light to show others the way. So, it is the child who has to take the lamp and go out to light the way for her mother. But when she went out, as a child, she started playing. She is supposed to be standing there waiting for the mother. But like all the children, she started to play. She got lost in her play. Why? She is a child. She started playing with snow; which made her forget about what she was doing and go astray. But unfortunately She was not able to come back and was lost forever. But being lost forever, she was lost forever from the world of experience; What we call the mortal world. She was lost to the immortal world. But, she was gained to innocence and she became (immortal) part of nature. Death itself is significant because she does not die in an accident, or die of sickness, but she is lost in nature. So, she is wrapped by nature and is taken by nature. So, as if nature is asking her to come here again. The word “again” is so important. It is as if she was lost, or she is about to lose her way away from nature and nature is regaing her back to her bosom. So, this is the outline of the poem.
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 First of all there is the theme of childhood and then the growth from childhood to maturity, which means either to lose innocence and become adult, or if you want to remain innocent then you have to die. Together with this theme of childhood, we have all the famous romantic themes of nature. Not the external nature, but nature as the entity that claims her innocent children back to her, the importance of nature. By going back to nature, the girl died. Why? Because nature is the closest thing to God and innocent. If you want to stay innocent, stick to nature because nature is the closest thing to God and children are the closest to nature. So, the famous theme of nature, closeness to God and innocence are found. Also, the theme of imagination is found. He is imagining the whole thing. The imagination is what makes him think that nature is calling her back to become part of it. This is again one of the themes of the Romantic school.
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 The poem is written in the form of a Ballade; ballade is a lyrical poem divided into quatrains. It is lyrical; full of music. But it is also telling us a story. It is a story full of passion. Here it is a melancholic sad story about the death of that girl. And the poem has the title called; Lucy Gray and sometimes it has another title called; Solitude. This is why you have them both written together. So, solitude itself is another famous theme of the romantics. 
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 Let us see how isolation and solitude are found in this poem. And how this little girl was all alone in nature. But was she really alone? As being part of nature, she was not alone. But she was part of nature and he says this here like all the animals that are part of nature. He uses some examples of rabbits, birds, wolves; etc. all the animals that are part of nature. So, she becomes like them. First of all, she wonders around playing and then get lost, as a result, she becomes part of nature. The poem is divided into three main sections. The first section is made of the first three stanzas. It is narrated in the present tense; where the writer is telling us what is the situation.

Oft I had heard of Lucy Gray:
- Now he is describing to us the whole story; he had often heard of Lucy Gray. 
And, when I crossed the wild,
I chanced to see at break of day
The solitary child.
- So, he was roaming around the wild nature and was walking in a natural place and there he saw a solitary child.
No mate, no comrade Lucy knew;
- Of course, this reminded him of Lucy and he was writing about Lucy. This child reminds him of how Lucy was also all alone. She had no friends. She had no comrades and no children with her.


She dwelt on a wild Moor,
- She lived in a wild moor. Moor is a place where water is stagnant and there are lots of trees and forests around it. Usually a moor is not a romantic scene like a lake or a river. It is stagnant water. Therefore, it is not such a nice place. Yet it is also part of nature. He is telling us that nature is not always beautiful. Nature is made of everything, not only the beautiful scenes. Still this moor is part of nature, but it is not an ordinary moor. It is a wild moor. He is describing it as wild may be to show us the gloom but still, about the girl, the nature, she was not afraid. She was as wild as the moor, because she was part of nature. There are wild animals, and they are part of nature. By being herself wild, living in this wild place, she is being part of nature. 
The sweetest Thing that ever grew
Beside a human door!
- Here he is describing her as the sweetest thing. She is supposed to be a human being, not a thing. But the worst thing here is scaring us for her becoming a thing as being part of nature later on. She is standing beside the human door. She is now standing at the door, going from one place to another. When you are leaving from one place to another; you say I am crossing the door or opening the door and entering into a new phase. She was doing the same. She was there while she was leaving, beside the door. She was going to go into another world. She was in the world of humans and going from this world of humans to another world, which is the world of nature.
You yet may spy the Fawn at play,
The Hare upon the Green;
But the sweet face of Lucy Gray
Will never more be seen
- When she goes out, she is like the fawn, the hares and all the animals and birds of the forests, and once she steps out of that door, the door of her house, where the humans are living; she becomes part of the nature outside and never be seen again. For the humans; she dies. But for him, she becomes part of nature (immortal). So, this is the introduction to the whole story and it is given to us in the present. And she was still alive when he was describing it.

Then we have the following stanzas, from four to fourteen. Here we have the situation and what happened in the story. At the beginning, he was telling us his point of view, what he saw and what he remembers of the story. And then he is telling us the story itself.

"To-night will be a stormy night,
- The following lines are written between inverted commas because this is the story itself. He is narrating the story as if he is inside it. He says; tonight will be a stormy night. The story starts with a time. At the beginning, the first stanza, we have the break of day. Now we have the night.
"To-night will be a stormy night,
You to the Town must go,
And take a lantern, Child, to light
Your Mother thro' the snow."
- The father here is appearing telling his daughter to take a lantern and go out light the way for her mother. Here we can see the ordering tone of the father; "you child take a lantern and go light for your mother". What was her reaction?
"That, Father! will I gladly do;
By going out, she would have been afraid as it was storming, it was night, it was in the wild moors, yet, she was not afraid because she was going out to her mother. Mother here can be Mother Nature, or actual mother. So, she is going out to meet her mother but also she is going out to meet her mother nature.
'Tis scarcely afternoon--
- It is not yet night, it is after noon

The Minster-clock has just struck two,
And yonder is the Moon."
- Now she can see the moon. What is lightening for her? She is not safe because she has a lantern, but she has another natural source of light; the natural light of the moon. She is a child of nature more than of the human. The light for her is the light of the moon and not the light of lantern she is holding. 
At this the Father rais'd his hook
And snapp'd a faggot-band;
He plied his work, and Lucy took
The lantern in her hand.
- Here we are given the domestic family life of how Lucy lives and what the attitude towards the family. How does the father act, And how does she as a child reacting to this figure or this father by obedience. She is an obedient child but she is not only human. She belongs to the nature outside. This is seen by her readiness to out. She is happy to go. She says; "That, Father! will I gladly do; so, she is happy to go out and become absorbed in this natural landscape. So form the beginning, we can see the simplicity of the natural setting. He is not showing only what is happening inside the house. But he also preparing us for what is happening outside. And how this girls is not a girl, it is a thing that is going to be part of nature and she is going to be associated with other innocent animals. She is going to become one of them. 
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 As she is obedient to her father, she is willing to go out. After, the father turns to what he was doing. He gave her the order, so he simply goes back to his work. Although it is his work to go out, not hers, but from Wordsworth's point of view, he cannot provide the light because he is a grown up. She can provide the light because she is an innocent child while grown ups cannot provide this light.
Not blither is the mountain roe,
With many a wanton stroke
Her feet disperse, the powd'ry snow
That rises up like smoke.
- Now she is very eagle to play and jump. She is knocking the snow with her feet. She is very naïve, innocent and happy. She does not foresee that this storm can end her life, or else, she would have stayed inside. The smoke of the storm was rising. Her innocence, happiness, and naivety prepare her for the role of the victim.  A person who is victimized is an innocent person who goes into a trap or he accidentally is misfortuned without his know. When she goes out, she is so happy playing that she does not see the rising of the snow which is like the rising of the smoke that makes everything disappear.  
The storm came on before its time,
She wander'd up and down,
And many a hill did Lucy climb
But never reach'd the Town.
- Although the storm was there, Lucy did not stop her playing. She kept wandering up and down. She was climbing the hills, but she never reaches the town where her mother was coming from. Here there is lots of comparison between the town and the moor which is part of nature. We have the parents and the child. We have the life indoors and the life outside. The poem is made of lots of opposites. We call this antithesis. She wander'd up and down, She was not feeling the catastrophe that was going to happen to her. Then she enveloped with the snow. Lucy did not sink in the water or was hit by something, but she was enveloped with snow, as if the snow was rapping her and becoming part of her. Snow here of course is nature.
The wretched Parents all that night
Went shouting far and wide;
But there was neither sound nor sight
To serve them for a guide.
- The parents here are looking for her. Their condition was very sever. They were collapsing. They could not find her and there was nothing to guide them where Lucy could be. Why is there no guide for them? Because there was no child to guide them. They themselves are grown ups. They need the guidance and the innocence of children but there was no one to guide them to where she was. Here, Wordsworth was attracting our attention to what is happening to the parents is not actually the story, but it prepares us to think of what happened to Lucy. The poem could have ended there. She is lost. Still we have some other lines to show us that this is not the end of the story. 
At day-break on a hill they stood
That overlook'd the Moor;
And thence they saw the Bridge of Wood
A furlong from their door.
- ‘At day-break’, he is always giving the time to the readers to put them in the track of the natural time. We are not told the clock time, but nature time [evening, night, dark, break of day, etc]. The parents did not find Lucy, but they saw the bridge. Here is the idea of bridge which means going from one stage or one world to another. They did not even find her body. They knew she has transferred to another world. So, they started to weep and cry. Now they know that she is dead. They went back to their human life. Leaving her for nature because they know she is now part of nature.
When in the snow the Mother spied
The print of Lucy's feet.
All what the mother could find in nature is Lucy's footprint. They did not find her. When we walk, you leave behind you your prints. So, she was walking to nature leaving back only her prints.

Then downward from the steep hill's edge
They track'd the footmarks small;
And through the broken hawthorn-hedge,
And by the long stone-wall;
They kept following the footsteps to try to find her.
And then an open field they cross'd,
The marks were still the same;
They track'd them on, nor ever lost,
And to the Bridge they came.
All the tracks were leading to the bridge. If you have footprints, this means that you may be still alive and walking. Until she reaches the bridge, she belonged to the human life. She is still alive until she reached the bridge.
They follow'd from the snowy bank
The footmarks, one by one,
Into the middle of the plank,
And further there were none.
As they crossed the bridge, there was no footprints and she disappears. They did not find a body. She was covered by snow. This means that when she crossed the bridge, she left the human world behind her and became part of the natural world. 

Yet some maintain that to this day
She is a living Child,
- The parents cry as they knew now that she is dead. According to some people, among whom is Wordsworth, she is not dead. She is s still alive because she is part of nature. She is a living child; a child who will live forever (immortality) because she became part of nature.
That you may see sweet Lucy Gray
At the beginning, it was sweet thing. He is preparing us for what she is going to become. Now she is sweet Lucy Gray. She stands there all alone in solitude, living in nature and there are no human beings with her. 

O'er rough and smooth she trips along,
And never looks behind;
And sings a solitary song
That whistles in the wind.
This is more imagination. He imagines that she is still alive and that she will never turn back to the world of human being any more because she is now part of nature. She will continue singing songs of happiness and innocence. So, here we have the ballade style is very clear and we have the simple poem, musical plain diction, Dramatic narrative and we have the ballade meter, division of quatrains, all the qualities of the ballade. She is never found and becomes part of nature. She has been taken back to nature. Nature claims her back. She does not die. She is living forever as a child. 
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 Through out the poem, we have the theme of patent child relationship. We have the figure of the father and how the childhood becomes a guide to the parents. In one of his famous poems, Wordsworth says the child is the father of the man. The child is the guide of man, child is better than man because of his innocence and closeness to God. 
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 There is also guiding element. Lucy is supposed to be holding this light forever. She is like a moral leader. She is leading her parents. It is not the father who is going to lead. In natural situation, the father figure is supposed to lead, but here, the father simply gives his rule to the child and she is willing to do this rule by taking the lantern to guide her mother.
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 The parents were following Lucy by following her footprints. This is a very famous figure of speech. When you are trying to imitate someone or learn form someone, you follow and learn form his or her footsteps. Therefore, the parents were following her footprints. Her death then is a loss to them (the world of human beings). But it is again to nature. Of course, in the moor where she lives form the very beginning she was all alone. When she went outside, she was all alone. When she died, she was all alone. So, the idea of loneliness and solitude is always there. Also the idea of the door, from the very beginning of the poem, we believe that she is living in a transitional phase. She was moving from one phase to another. When she was living with her parents, it was a transitional phase and when she steps out of the house, she moves to another phase which is a place in which she is going to live forever. 
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 We have also the storm, which is a symbol that appears in many of Wordsworth's poem to indicate nature. Nature is coming to claim something that is hers. We have many antitheses in the poem. For example, country and town, the father, mother and child, high and low hill, solitude and the storm. We have the antithesis which indicate the two worlds.
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 The timing, as we said before, was taken from nature, not the human time. 
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 Any ballad should end with a lesson. Here there is a moral lesson. The lesson here is a heroic one where Lucy is giving to her parents. She is setting a lesson for them. She is going to nature to become part of it to stay innocent. As they stay in the world of adulthood, they gain experience and their innocence is destroyed. So, she is giving them this heroic lesson of learning from her that in order to be innocent, you have to be part of nature.
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 There is a focus on the use of negatives; "never more be seen", "never reach'd" , "ever lost", " were none", " never looks behind;".. Never, never never giving us the sense of finality. Since she chooses to be part of nature, there is no way of coming back to the world of the human being. So, the negative here gives us a sense of finality that she is never coming back to this world.

· Note:
Never use the first names of the characters in literature. Always use the last names. For example; William. There are many Williams like William Shakespeare, William Wordsworth, William Blake, etc. so if you say William, how can the reader know which William you are talking about. However, if you say Blake, there is only one Blake.
End …[image: image23.png]
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منزلي
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كثيرا ما








كئيب








عاطفة








مقطوعة شعرية رباعية








كيان
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غلف/طوق
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أخلاق
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