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The Sick Rose by William Blake
***************************

O Rose, thou art sick! 
The invisible worm
That flies in the night,
In the howling storm,

Has found out thy bed
Of crimson joy:
And his dark secret love
Does thy life destroy. 

     There is another poem which we are also supposed to do. It is called “The Sick Rose”. It is very important because it is a holy poem about Christ. 

►► Is this a real rose?  هل هي وردة حقيقية 
     Here, Blake is giving his vision about Christ; رؤيته عن المسيح the holy innocence. Christ, to Blake, represents pure innocence.يمثل البراءة النقية  Christ here is represented from Blake’s own point of view. Not Christ that is found in religion, but another Christ made by Blake himself. 

     He uses the name of Christ but gives him other connotationsدلالات ضمنية أخرى  and he makes him talk about man. The rose in “The Sick Rose” can be representing Child, man, child or innocence. This poem is very easy to read, but is very symbolical رمزية وصعبة  and is difficult to understand. There are visual elements in the poem about the rose and how it became sick. Symbolism is very clear. 

►►What is the influence of this disease on the rose? ما تأثير المرض   
   A rose can be destroyed before maturing.تدمرت قبل النضج  Blake in this poem is talking about the sickness of the rose, not because of natural causes. مرض الوردة ليس بسبب طبيعي There is an external thing that made it sick. 
   The rose is carried by the storm. حملتها العاصفة Thinking of the rose is thinking of beauty. This sick rose is beauty in general and the lady that is beautiful in particular. The wind here is not the gentle breeze,النسيم الرقيق  but what he calls “a howling storm”. عاصفة مدوية 
Which night is this in which the worm attacks the rose? Why there is a storm?  The word (night) is reference to darkness, تحت الظلام to the unknown.الظلام والمجهول  The rose is a beautiful lady and it is sick. She is sick because of emotional experience.تجربة عاطفية  Instead of inner glory,افتخار النفس  there is inner darkness towards torturing.العذاب والانحراف  There is corruption.
    When a storm howls تزأر العاصفة and destroys everything around, (the gentle rose) dies. 
►►What is the sickness of this rose?
    The poem then is about how the rose became sick and destroyed. Then it can be about the loss of innocence.فقدان البراءة  The word (sick rose) here is personifying man تجسد الانسان that is being manipulated.الذي يتم استغلاله  Maybe it refers to Christ and his pains. المسيح وآلامه 
►►What about the worm that attacks the rose? What about this worm?  In addition, we have the worm. Usually worm refers to night because worm is not usually being seen, especially the worm that goes underneath the earth. Those worms eat the plants and destroy it. 
►►What do you think of the color crimson?  اللون القرمزي 
     It has a religious connotation.  دلالة دينيةWe also have the color of crimson. Crimson is significant in Christianity. There are also indications to the sexual changes of maturity, دلالات التغير الجنسي لمرحلة البلوغ whether it is a boy or a girl. This is liked to the religious idea of Adam and Eve.آدم وحواء When they ate from the forbidden tree, الشجرة المحرمة they directly became naked. All these are symbols and indications. 
    To understand this poem, we need to ask some questions. The poem is speaking about the sick rose. It is a rose that is being attacked by a worm during the night.

►► What is the significance of the title- Sick Rose? It expresses about Harshness of experience?  صعوبة التجربة 
The title is an attractive one. 
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