William Wordsworth
Social background :
He suffered loneliness  outside England in Germany .He is the broadcast of his age .He is one of the major Romantics .He established the Romantic school of poetry .He has written the preface  to the lyrical ballads in which he explained  his new school of poetry .Lyrical ballads is a collection of poems  as an achievement by Coleridge who wrote on imagination and Wordsworth who wrote on nature poems . The Preface was added to the second edition to explain his new attitude towards poetry . In the Preface he stated his own philosophy to  the main issues of the Romantic period :Nature ,Child and Imagination .
He speaks about the kind of poetry he used .
French revolution affected the whole age .it influences on this simplicity of language and subject matters .The most important issue of the French revolution is the human rights  as equality between classes of society , freedom , education and  receiving good care and health . Later on , there were lots of  bloodsheds .But it changed the main concern with the elite man to an ordinary man .Consequently , the language became simple or ordinary language which appropriate the ordinary man .It's aim is to improve the life of common man which reflected on literature . It started politically and then influenced on literature . Romantics cut off the classical period by the influence of French revolution .They wanted to write something different from classical .They left out the heroic couplet , elevated language and replaced it by ballads which is simple . 

The definition of poetry by Wordsworth  is 
the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings
 a raising  from emotion recollected in tranquility.









What is the sitting , subject matter , main character .

Lucy Gray ..
Oft I had heard of Lucy Gray:
And, when I crossed the wild,
I chanced to see at break of day
The solitary child.

No mate, no comrade Lucy knew;
She dwelt on a wide moor,
--The sweetest thing that ever grew
Beside a human door!

ou yet may spy the fawn at play,
The hare upon the green;
But the sweet face of Lucy Gray
Will never more be seen.

"To-night will be a stormy night--
You to the town must go;
And take a lantern, Child, to light
Your mother through the snow."

"That, Father! will I gladly do:
'Tis scarcely afternoon--
The minster-clock has just struck two,
And yonder is the moon!"

At this the Father raised his hook,
And snapped a faggot-band;
He plied his work;--and Lucy took
The lantern in her hand.

Not blither is the mountain roe:
With many a wanton stroke
Her feet disperse the powdery snow,
That rises up like smoke.

he storm came on before its time:
She wandered up and down;
And many a hill did Lucy climb:
But never reached the town.

The wretched parents all that night
Went shouting far and wide;
But there was neither sound nor sight
To serve them for a guide.

This poem is  divided to three divisions 
1_ at first division he gives the story in the present tense   .. why  ?
2_ the middle part that written  in the past tense . 
3_back to the present when he speaks of the memories of Lucy Gray .
Wordsworth wrote this poem when he was outside England .He was in Germany .He  suffered  solitude , loneliness and he had an experience of a lost sister. His poem is one of group of poems about this girl ,Lucy . 
In this poem , It is a story of a little child , Lucy .this child is the main character of the poem .  The poem deals with Lucy and her relation to the place , her parents , being alone in nature .she has no brothers or sisters .Thus she is in good relation with nature around her even animals .She developed this intimate relation with the place . There is a reference to the moor .At the end of the poem , she was found at the canal which remind us with Darwin's  theory about man's origin from water .
 
The main subject matter is the death of the little girl who  went out one evening into a storm and she was never found again.
The sitting is a valley .Lucy lives in a wild moor .Her house is near this wild moor .There is only a one cottage there  and there are animals playing a round .The significance of this sitting is that she can live in nature and nature can be a good companion for her although her loneliness. Nature is a good protector and she trusts nature as she plays with animals  .It is winter time , snowy day , at the end of the day .
--The sweetest thing that ever grew 
Beside a human door! 
She is no more a human being .She turned to be a legendary , a meth . She turned to be a thing that is growing .she is in a stage between a human being because she grew and  a part of nature .
Now ,  she united with nature. The words "grew" and "thing" are strange metaphors which adds a meaning .The girl is no more alive but she still growing .She died when she was in the end of her childhood towards adulthood .
 And, when I crossed the wild, 
I chanced to see at break of day 
The solitary child. 
He says that every time I cross this place , I remember this child . There is a strong relation between nature and childhood in people's mind whom live at the place . He imagines the presence of this child .The story had created a strong relation between the place and this little girl .She lives in a solitary as has no friends , on brothers , in a far place , only her parents' cottage .
She lived in a solitary because this  :
No mate, no comrade Lucy knew; 
She dwelt on a wide moor, 

ou yet may spy the fawn at play, 
The hare upon the green; 
But the sweet face of Lucy Gray 
Will never more be seen.
Everything continue living in the place .They endure the absence of this girl .In these lines he gives us a summary for the whole story .She was playing .Her father sent her to her mother and then , night was falling .She was ordered by her father to take a lighten in her hand and to drive to her mother .She obeyed her father because she wants to go and play with snow and nature around the valley .She trusted her father and nature .She started playing and feel safe in the presence of nature .She forgot about her mother and started enjoying nature and lost her way .We have to remember that nature for Romantics is a mother or God .It gives protection , love and safe .She obeyed her father to escape from his tyranny to the safe nature .She was carrying the light in her hands . This light is a symbol of guidance .She is a guidance for her mother .Child for Romantics is a father of man .they kept looking for her but could not find her .
"To-night will be a stormy night-- 
You to the town must go; 
And take a lantern, Child, to light 
Your mother through the snow." 
This is the instructions of her father .Wordsworth wants to draw our attention to man-child relationship .Man is supposed to  protect child. Her obedience led her to unknown death . 


"That, Father! will I gladly do: 
'Tis scarcely afternoon-- 
The minster-clock has just struck two, 
And yonder is the moon!" 

We have a complete scene .It is approaching of night . the moon is there .Church starts announcing the approach of the night . 

At this the Father raised his hook, 
And snapped a faggot-band; 
He plied his work;--and Lucy took 
The lantern in her hand. 
 He started working and didn't pay attention to what he had done .He sent his child away to her mother even he didn't try to protect her child from the dangerous snowy storm .
Not blither is the mountain roe: 
With many a wanton stroke 
Her feet disperse the powdery snow, 
That rises up like smoke. 
The storm came and go up and down .It took her away from her way .She was lost .

The wretched parents all that night 
Went shouting far and wide; 
But there was neither sound nor sight 
To serve them for a guide. 

They started shouting .They looked for help but 
they did not have any light to guide them to find their child .
The role of the storm here . It is the power that directs the events in the story .This storm may be her own age .There is a relation between childhood ,adulthood and the storm in the poem .

