Dr. Salah 
First semester

Prose (6)

Third Year

                          Oscar Wilde + Mary Wellstone Craft +John Stuart Mill +
"Jane Eyre" by Charlotte Bronte

    We talked about George Meredith the novelist who defended the rights of women. 

Mary Wellstone Craft and her Role in Supporting Women

    We talked about one of the first women who wrote and defended the rights of women, she is Mary Wellstone Craft who wrote a book called "THE VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN".  It's not a feminist book or a Victorian book. She was born in 1759 and this book was written in 1792 and Queen Victoria took the throne in 1837. What Mary's talking about is what produced the great novels like our novels "Jane Eyre". 

      But the first woman who talked about the rights of women was Mary Wellstone Craft. We can not call her feminist because the word feminism appeared in 1890s. Mary Wellstone Craft did not claim equality between man and woman but she said that I know that God endowed men with more virtues. Women at that time didn't have any rights. All what they did is to learn to dance, music and needle work in order to become attractive for men.

    She said in front of God men and women are equal, both men and women are responsible for what they do in front of God. Men at that time could do whatever they wanted but women could not.  She says that we are equal in front of God; she means that men should act   according to God's desire. 

Oscar Wilde
   Oscar Wilde wrote only one novel and a lot of plays. The novel is called "The Picture of Dorian Gray" (1891) and I will give you examples of his plays " An Ideal Husband" and " A woman of No Importance"and "The Importance of Being Ernest".  

    All his   plays say that we have to kill duplicity. For example a man is trying to bring up his children rightly and at same time he goes to the town womanizing. It is the same idea here that older men pretend that they are honest and virtuous. They go to the cities and womanize but they request their families and their wives to be honest.  Mary Wellstone Craft said we are equal in front of God and if you want to be good, you have to respect virtue and follow the law of God. This idea is found in Naguib Mahfouz.  

    The best one who presented this in literature was Oscar Wilde. The only novel that he wrote called "The Picture of Dorian Gray"which tells us about someone living for a picture and he won't be good unless he breaks it which refers to breaking the duplicity in him. For example someone who calls himself two names one in the city and one in the  country he becomes good in the country and very bad in the city.           

    The girl in the play "THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING ERNEST" all what she cared about is to marry someone called ERNEST because she likes pretension. Oscar Wilde wanted to kill this duplicity and pretension.

   Go to the Internet and find something about Mary Wellstone Craft. 

تابعMary Wellstone Craft
    Mary Wellstone Craft requested that man should respect the sanctity of marriage. Why the feminists didn't like her writing?

    Mary Wellstone Craft is not a feminist but she is a defender of women's rights. The most important thing for her was that   men and women are equal in front of God. She admits that' men are more powerful and moral than women. The business of women at that age is to attract the attention of the husband and nothing else. She said that women cannot save themselves, so they need men to help them to get out of their ignorance. That's why the feminists didn't like her writing.

     Feminists didn't like Wellstone Craft because she admitted the superiority of men over women. She requested that men should help women get out of their world of ignorance and triviality. She didn't request this from women because they were ignorant and they couldn't get out of their world.

     Mary Wellstone Craft lived in the age of duplicity which means that men and women pretended that they are honest and sincere but in reality they were not, this appeared in their fashionable dressing. 

John Stuart Mill
 John Stuart Mill wrote "The Subjection of Women" in the Victorian Age in 1869. 

    When this man was four years old, he could speak three languages. When he was six years old, he was a teacher. He was a genius but when he reaches   sixteen, his life turned upside-down.      

     He taught his sister when she was young. He thought that the women of his age were living incorrectly. Only getting ready for being wives by attracting the attention of men. He thought that this must be changed.

    They must be educated and they must modify gender – conception. They have to reconstruct the ideas of being a woman; he started to say that women are equal to men. And this is a step forward more than Mary Wellstone Craft. But his society was different and they began industry and commerce. John Stuart believed that women should get education for three reasons: 

- The first reason is to educate their children. 
- The second thing is to be a power in society because when half the society is ignorant, the society will be weak. 
- The third reason is to help their husbands.     

    John Stuart compared the conditions of married women of that time to slaves. He said that it's even worse than slavery. You know that in Christianity when a married couple gets married, they cannot divorce especially in Catholicism.

     In Jane Eyre, Mr. Rochester is married to Bertha but he cannot divorce her. John Stuart thought that women should correct the construction of the society and the gender conceptions because the society saw them as second-grade creatures. He said that a slave can run away or buy himself but a wife cannot. So most of the   novelists at that time thought that the women should be responsible for their marriage. For example in Jane Eyre she was educated and that's why she was responsible for her marriage to a blind man with amputated hand. Because Jane was educated and she was a strong woman, she made a decision on her own and she married Mr. Rochester.

   Our novel was interpreted as a colonial novel. Some critics   think it's supposed colonialism and some critics think it's post colonial and it rejects colonialism.

   In 1966 Jean Rhys wrote a novel called "Wide Sargasso Sea"   which depends on the novel "Jane Eyre" which was written in 1846. "Wide Sargasso Sea" is divided into three parts narrated in 1st person point of view.  

"Wide Sargasso Sea" has a different technique.      

The background of Antoinette 's character in
"Wide Sargasso Sea"
     In "Jane Eyre" remember Bertha is from Jamaica. Bertha is a Creole from Jamaica. Unwilling to divide his property, Rochester's father left his entire state to his other son, Rowland, and sent Rochester to Jamaica to marry Bertha who was to inherit a massive fortune- 30,000 pounds. So Rochester married Bertha for the sake of the money. She talks about the life of Bertha before the novel "Jane Eyre" starts. She wants to explain to us the pre history of Bertha, the mad wife of Mr. Rochester.

     In "Wide Sargasso Sea" There was a woman called Annette and her daughter called Antoinette. Antoinette of "Wide Sargasso Sea" is the same character of Bertha in "Jane Eyre". Annette is married to Mr. Cosway who died as he drank a lot. The man was very bad the novel is rejecting colonialism. She married another person Mr. Mason. Antoinette had problems with her mother. Her mother was mad because she was a white owner in Jamaica hated by the natives. Annette married Mr. Mason. Mr. Mason married Annette and they got their son Richard. 

     They had visitors from England who is Mr. Rochester who was poor and he needed money. So he married Antoinette. This what Charlotte Bronte says about marriage which is not based on love. Antoinette had a sense of madness in her life. Richard told Rochester that your wife is mad and she has a history as her mother was also mad. And he began to notice this kind of madness as she became very bad with him. He took her and went to England and changed her name from Antoinette to Bertha. He denied her own identity and from here begins that novel "Jane Eyre". 

    This novel "Wide Sargasso Sea" ends with Antoinette (Bertha) taking the candle and going to the chamber of Mr. Rochester to burn it. It is an open ending and not close ending like "Jane Eyre". This marriage was based on interest and materialism because Mr. Rochester was   very poor and the father of Antoinette was very rich and when Annette died, Antoinette took a great part of her heritage.  

►►Very important:

  This novel "Wide Sargasso Sea" is rejecting slavery and colonialism and she refuses marriage based on interest and materialism. 

     Jane went to work as a governor at the house of Mr. Rochester.      Woman at that time was very weak but Jane was a strong character 

   ►► The exam will be general questions on the things we studied. We took symbolism, the plot of the novel , the gothic element, Jane Eyre as a strong character and feminism in Jane Eyre  and add to  these what we studied today. The questions will be direct about these things but for drama, you will have quotations. In Jane Eyre, you won't take quotations in the mid-term. 

     When you talk about Jane as a strong character you need to talk about her name which is suggestive. When she went into work for Mr. Rochester, he said you examine me Miss Eyre, do you think me handsome. Because she's honest and sincere, she says no sir.  

Page  135 

do you agree with

me that I have a right to be a little masterful,

abrupt ; perhaps exacting, sometimes, on the

grounds I stated : namely, that I am old enough

to be your father, and that I have battled

through a varied experience with many men

of many nations, and roamed over half the

globe, while you have lived quietly with one

set of people in one house?"
    He says I can behave masterly because I'm old enough to be your father and I had a lot of experience all over the world. While you are inexperienced living with a set of people all your life.    

' Do as you please, sir."

" That is no answer : or rather it is a very

irritating, because a very evasive one — reply clearly."

" I don't think, sir, you have a right to com- mand me,

 merely because you are older than

I, or because vou have seen more of the world

tkan I have — your claim to superiority depends

on the use you have made of your time and experience."
    She said I don't think, so she is still strong. She refuses the superiority of man. You don't have a right to be my superior.

Besides, since happiness is irrevocably denied

me, I have a right to get pleasure out of life :

and I will get it, cost what it may."

" Then you will degenerate still more, sir."

" Possibly : yet why should I, if I can get

sweet fresh pleasure ? And I may get it as

sweet, and fresh as the wild honey the bee

gathers on the moor."
     Jane's honest; she says to him you are wrong. She is very strong in her relationship with Mr. Rochester.

"You are afraid of me, because I talk like a Sphynx."

" Your language is enigmatical, sir : but

though I am bewildered, I am certainly not afraid."

     This is very important, try to memorize this. She says I'm not afraid of you. She was strong when she was very young with Mrs. Reed and she was strong in school and now she's strong with her master.     

Though it was now dark, I knew he was

awake ; because I heard him fulminating

strange anathemas at finding himself lying in

a pool of water.

"Is there a flood?" he cried.

" !N'o, sir," I answered ; " but there has been

a fire : get up, do, you are quenched now ; I

will fetch you a candle."

     Bertha burnt the room, so you can see when marriage is based on money, marriage fails. Bertha wants to kill her husband but Jane Eyre saved Mr. Rochester. So we can say she is strong because she is the one who saved the life of Mr. Rochester. 

Page  187

    All this talks about the second stage in her life as a strong character.  

   Mr. Rochester admires Mrs. Ingram, so Jane expresses her jealousy of Mrs. Ingram. Jane is a new kind of girl because Bronte wanted the woman of her age not to be showy or pretentious.

"But I was not jealous    ……..

Beneath jealousy  …………… inferior . …………
    This also shows that she is very strong. Mrs. Ingram is very showy but her mind was poor because she wanted to marry Mr. Rochester for his money. She was not the original this is from the point of view of Jane and the writer of the novel. 
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