Dr. Salah
First  Semester

Prose (8)

Third year
· Charles Dickens: 
- Charles was reading too much. His father was a clerk, so they moved a lot. They moved to London, his father had to spend more money, so they sent Charles to work and this was a degrading experience. His father was poisoned. This was very effective in writing his novels.  
- Bleak House is criticizing the legal system. It is about a girl who inherited a big house. She had to wait for twenty years so as to inherit the house, because of the corruption of the legal system at that time. After twenty years they said to her "congratulations, you got the house, but you have to pay the cost of the sessions". They sold the house so as to get their money. Charles Dickens uses caricatures in this novel. 
- Oliver Twist is described as picaresque novel, the novel in which the main character is a homeless, rogue person.
· The picaresque novel: 
· It is a novel with a picaroon (Spanish, picaró: a rogue or scoundrel) as its hero or heroine, usually recounting his or her escapades in a first person narrative marked by its episodic structure and realistic low life descriptions. The picaroon is often a quick witted servant who takes up with a succession of employers. The true Spanish picaresque novel is represented by the anonymous Lazarillo de Tormes (1554) Daniel Defoe's Moll Flanders (1722) in English.
· Point of view:
· The position, from which the events of the story seemed to be, is observed from the point of view of the narrator. The chief distinction that has been usually made between the points of view is that between third person narrative and first person narrative. The third person narrator may be omniscient, which means that he knows what is going on inside characters. and therefore show an unrestricted knowledge of the story's events from outside or ‘above’ them; but another kind of third person narrator may confine our knowledge of events to whatever is observed by a single character or small group of characters, this method being known as ‘limited point of view’.
· A first person narrator's point of view will normally be restricted to his or her partial knowledge and experience, and therefore will not give us access to other characters' hidden thoughts. Many modern authors have also used ‘multiple point of view’, in which we are shown the events from the positions of two or more different characters.
· There is another kind of point of view which is the objective point of view. The objective omniscient is a camera like narrator. In the objective, the narrator disappears into a kind of roving sound camera. This camera can go anywhere, but it records only what is seen and heard. It cannot comment, interpret or interact. With these points of views, sometimes dramatic point of view, leaders are placed in the position of spectators at the movie or play. They see what the characters do and hear, what they say, but they must interfere what they are.  

· Oliver twist, a novel by Charles Dickens 

· The narrator in Oliver Twist is a first person narrator. This situation is talking about the birth of a child whose name is Oliver. 
"Oliver had been surrounded by careful grandmothers, anxious aunts, experienced nurses, and doctors of profound wisdom, he would most inevitably and indubitably have been killed in no time. There being nobody by, however, but a pauper old woman, who was rendered rather misty by an unwonted allowance of beer; and a parish surgeon who did such matters by contract; Oliver and Nature fought out the point between them. The result was, that, after a few struggles, Oliver breathed, sneezed, and proceeded to advertise to the inmates of the workhouse the fact of a new burden having been imposed upon the parish, by setting up as loud a cry as could reasonably have been expected from a male infant who had not been possessed of that very useful appendage, a voice, for a much longer space of time than three minutes and a quarter.

the pale face of a young woman was raised feebly from the pillow; and a faint voice imperfectly articulated the words, ‘Let me see the child, and die.’

The surgeon had been sitting with his face turned towards the fire: giving the palms of his hands a warm and a rub alternately. As the young woman spoke, he rose, and advancing to the bed’s head, said, with more kindness than might have been expected of him:

’Oh, you must not talk about dying yet.’

’Lor bless her dear heart, no!’ interposed the nurse, hastily depositing in her pocket a green glass bottle, the contents of which she had been tasting in a corner with evident satisfaction.

’Lor bless her dear heart, when she has lived as long as I have, sir, and had thirteen children of her own, and all on ‘em dead except two, and them in the wurkus with me, she’ll know better than to take on in that way, bless her dear heart! Think what it is to be a mother, there’s a dear young lamb do.’

· Style of the novel: 
1- Choice of indicative words and names. For example: 
*The choice of the name of Oliver Twist. When you twist the olive, you get the olive oil which is very expensive oil. This indicates that from the suffering of poor people, the rich get the expensive oil and enjoy themselves.  

*The choice of the word "inmate". This is considered an autobiographical novel.                                                                                                    
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