First Semester




Prose (9)
Third Year
Today we are going to speak about: 
1. Dickens' criticism of governmental institutions through his criticism of workhouses and orphanages. This is very clear in the first two chapters. 
2. Influences on Dickens.
3. The plot of Oliver Twist.

Last time we spoke about Dickens' criticism of workhouses. We said that Oliver Twist's mother came to the workhouse and she was very poor. And Oliver was born there with a loud cry. Finally the mother said; 'Let me see the child, and die.'. She said so because the situation was really bad. She was very poor and unhealthy.
 Through his criticism of the workhouses, Dickens is criticizing two things; the first is the medical system (through the nurse and the surgeon). As for the nurse, she is a drunker, and she herself had thirteen children, all of them died, except two. Eleven of her children died. So, her life is miserable. How can she take care of people while she is unable to take care of her own children? Moreover, she is unhealthy and ignorant. She says;" and all on 'em dead except two,". She also says; "and them in the wurkus with me," Her language mistakes shows that she is uneducated. Concerning the doctor, 'You needn't mind sending up to me, if the child cries, nurse,'. He instructs the nurse not to send to him if the child cries. What if the child is sick? He does not care. The surgeon is a careless man." She was found lying in the street." This is something about Oliver's mother's past. 

"She had walked some distance, for her shoes were worn to pieces;". So oliver twist's mother died of poverty. She did not have any food. "'The old story,' he said, shaking his head: 'no wedding-ring, I see." This means that this woman (Oliver Twist's mother) was not married. 
Oliver was born to the work for adults. His mother was sent to the workhouse because she is an adult. Because Oliver was born, they were going to send him to orphanage, from birth to nine years. 
Now we have a slight idea bout the workhouses. Lets talk about the orphanages and then be back to the workhouses. 

Chapter Two

What is the difference between workhouses and orphanages?

From the age of zero to nine years old, children are spent to an orphanage, and from the age of nine to adulthood they were went to a workhouse. Oliver spent his first nine years in an orphanage. Lets see what happened to him in this orphanage. 
Chpater two: page 9

"where twenty or thirty other juvenile offenders". How come such young children are called offenders? Dickens was criticizing this "poor law". In 1834, there was a law called "poor law". This law was meant for the poor. Dickens wrote this novel after about four years from making this law. "The government should discourage poor people from going to workhouses." They considered the workhouses as unemployment. If the workhouses' doors were widely opened to everyone, no one will work. They did not want people to be lazy. This is because England in that time was moving from agricultural country to industrial country. Industrial includes urban. This means that instead of villages, there were cities. Because the government did not want lazy people, intentionally, they made the workhouses very bad so that people would not depend upon them. At that time, there were very poor people who preferred to die in the streets than to go to workhouses. This law resulted in a very bad thing; no charity is given to the poor except through governmental institutions; workhouses, orphanages and churches. Intuitionally, they made these institutions in terrible conditions so that people would work hard. There is another dangerous thing about this law. It considered the poor offenders and criminals. That is why Dickens says in his novel; juvenile offenders, because this law calls them so. They are offenders because they do not work. 
"twenty or thirty other juvenile offenders against the poor-laws, rolled about the floor all day" here the word offenders is very important. It shows how these poor people, even in that young age, were called offenders. This law also made the deters stay in prison until they pay. How can they pay while they are in prison? This law was very stupid. 
"rolled about the floor" shows that this orphanage is not healthy. Young children, even those who were only three months old "rolled about the floor"!!
Oliver Twist's mother was sent to the workhouse because she was an adult. Her son "Oliver" was sent to the orphanage. The first thing we meet in this orphanage is the unhealthy conditions and the consideration  of the children as offenders. It was also very crowded; twenty-thirty children stayed in one room. "twenty or thirty other juvenile offenders against the poor-laws, rolled about the floor all day, without the inconvenience of too much food". The word inconvenience is very important here. He wants to say that; as if they do not want to disturb them by giving them food or cloth, they do not give them food or cloth. This is ironical usage of the word. 
"The elderly female was a woman of wisdom and experience; she knew what was good for children; and she had a very accurate perception of what was good for herself."

Notice; for the children, she knew what is good, but for herself, she had a very accurate perception. This is a brilliant usage of language. He does not use metaphors because he is using the journalistic way of criticizing. Also the word "wisdom" is ironical. She knows that it is good for the children to eat. But it is much better to take the food for herself.
 "So, she appropriated the greater part of the weekly stipend to her own use, and consigned the rising parochial generation to even a shorter allowance than was originally provided for them". The money that was supposed to be for the children, she used to dedicate the greater part of it for herself. They believed in the idea that a certain philosopher used to feed a horse a straw a day. And when the horse died, the man said that the horse would have a very good health if it did not die. So here, Dickens is using irony. 
"it sickened from want and cold, or fell into the fire from neglect, ". The children got sick because of cold and need. They also fall in fire because of neglecting. Dickens is somehow influenced by Swift. Swift had an idea that poor children are slaughtered, cut into pieces and sent to rich people to eat. It is an imaginary idea. He is satirizing the situation. 

Now we go back to the workhouses, because Oliver got older and was sent again to the workhouse. 

The woman who is responsible for the orphanage is called Mrs. Mann. This name is significant. She lacks feminine passion and devotion. 

"Besides, the board made periodical pilgrimages to the farm, and always sent the beadle the day before, to say they were going. The children were neat and clean to behold, when they went; and what more would the people have!"

They call the orphanage "farm". This is also ironical because it is as if those children are like hens or cows. It is also strange when he says that the board, that was responsible for supervising the orphanage demonstration, used to send someone to inform the orphanage people that they are coming to inspect in the following day. Of course that woman would clean the children that day. The children were in a very bad condition, but the day before the board comes, the children were always cleaned. This is because the beadle used to inform the orphanage the day before the inspection. 
"It cannot be expected that this system of farming would produce any very extraordinary or luxuriant crop"

It is very strange here to use the word "farming", as if these children were domestic animals. This novel is the kind of works that makes the reader cry and laugh at the same time. 
"Oliver Twist's ninth birthday found him a pale thin child, somewhat diminutive in stature, and decidedly small in circumference.

On his ninth birthday, Oliver Twist was pale and thin because of the lack of food. He had a sort of man starvation. 
when Mrs. Mann, the good lady of the house, was unexpectedly startled by the apparition of Mr. Bumble, the beadle, striving to undo the wicket of the garden-gate

"the good lady of the house" is a very ironical description of Mr. Mann. 

We will know that this man; Mr. Bumble, is a showy man. 
Care takers of the orphanages were dishonest, like Mrs. mann. And showy, like Mr. Bumble. These orphanages were means for making dirty money. They are showy and liars. 
'I couldn't see 'em suffer before my very eyes, you know sir"  Mrs. Mann is a liar. She makes the children live in terrible conditions, and she tell Mr. Bumble that she cannot see them suffer. 
"You are a humane woman, Mrs. Mann".

- This is satirical.
"The beadle drew himself up with great pride," we said that this man is arrogant. and said, 'I inwented it.'  He means, "I invented it".

'I, Mrs. Mann. We name our fondlings in alphabetical order. The last was a S,--Swubble, I named him. This was a T,--Twist, I named him.
He gives children names alphabetically.

Why, you're quite a literary character, sir!' said Mrs. Mann. She flatters him. She is not honest. 'Well, well,' said the beadle, evidently gratified with the compliment; 'perhaps I may be. Perhaps
Both of them are flattering each other.

'Will you go along with me, Oliver?' said Mr. Bumble, in a majestic voice."
"Oliver was about to say that he would go along with anybody with great readiness, when, glancing upward, he caught sight of Mrs. Mann, who had got behind the beadle's chair, and was shaking her fist at him with a furious countenance. He took the hint at once, for the fist had been too often impressed upon his body not to be deeply impressed upon his recollection."
when the man asked Oliver, will you come along with me? Oliver was excited and wanted to tell him that he would go with anybody. But before he says this, he saw Mr. Mann. This woman is cruel. She was looking at him, shaking her fist, he knew what this mean. This means: if spoke one word, I will show you. Oliver knows what she wanted to say, because she hit him many times before. 
'Will she go with me?' inquired poor Oliver.

Oliver says so while in fact he wishes that this will not happen. He cannot even utter her name. He says, "will she go with me?"
'No, she can't,' replied Mr. Bumble. 'But she'll come and see you sometimes.'

In this way, Mrs. Mann was fooling that Mann. This reply was not very good for Oliver.

"and Oliver cried very naturally indeed".

Oliver was crying because of hunger. Mrs. Mann hugged him as if he is crying because he is leaving.  Oliver was given a piece of bread.

"Not having a very clearly defined notion of what a live board was, Oliver was rather astounded by this intelligence, and was not quite certain whether he ought to laugh or cry. He had no time to think about the matter, however; for Mr. Bumble gave him a tap on the head, with his cane, to wake him up: and another on the back to make him lively"
Mr. Bumble used to give Oliver a tape with a stick on his head to wake him up, and another on his body to make him active. 
"room, where eight or ten fat gentlemen were sitting round a table".

Notice; "fat" because they eat the children's' food.
At the top of the table, seated in an arm-chair rather higher than the rest, was a particularly fat gentleman with a very round, red face. 'Bow to the board,' said Bumble. Oliver brushed away two or three tears that were lingering in his eyes; and seeing no board but the table, fortunately bowed to that. 'What's your name, boy?' said the gentleman in the high chair.

All this boar of eight or ten men to receive a young boy? This shows that these institutions are showy. 

Oliver was frightened at the sight of so many gentlemen, which made him tremble: and the beadle gave him another tap behind, which made him cry. These two causes made him answer in a very low and hesitating

voice;

'Boy,' said the gentleman in the high chair, 'listen to me. You know you're an orphan, I suppose?'

'What's that, sir?' inquired poor Oliver.

'The boy is a fool--I thought he was,' said the gentleman in the white waistcoat.

'Hush!' said the gentleman who had spoken first. 'You know you've got no father or mother, and that you were brought up by the parish, don't you?'

This man is very cruel. He asks Oliver whether he is Orphan. Oliver does not know what does orphan means. He is not educated. 
For the combination of both these blessings in the one simple process of picking oakum, Oliver bowed low by the direction of the beadle, and was then hurried away to a large ward; where, on a rough, hard bed, he sobbed himself to sleep.

Oliver cried until he slept.

"What a novel illustration of the tender laws of England! They let the paupers go to sleep!"
What a great kindness of them! They let the boy sleep. This is irony. This reminds us of Swift's irony. 
"It was a regular place of public entertainment for the poorer classes; a tavern where there was nothing to pay the poor law did not encourage people to For the first six months after Oliver Twist was removed, the system was in full operation. It was rather expensive at first, in consequence of the increase in the undertaker's bill",
This means that they considered this workhouse very costly. They have to pay for the undertaker every now and then because children died very often. Here, Dickens says something and means the opposite of it. 

"The bowls never wanted washing. The boys polished them with their spoons till they shone again; and when they had performed this operation (which never took very long, the spoons being nearly as large as the bowls), they would sit staring at the copper",

The bowls were in no need of getting washed. The children ate all the food in it because it was very few. 

"meanwhile, in sucking their fingers most assiduously, with the view of catching up any stray splashes of gruel that might have been cast thereon. Boys have generally excellent appetites. Oliver Twist and his companions suffered the tortures of slow starvation for three months: at last they got so voracious and wild with hunger, A council was held; lots were cast who should walk up to the master after supper that evening, and ask for more; and it fell to Oliver Twist."
The boys made a lot and it fell to Oliver Twist. He had to go and ask for more food. 

"He rose from the table; and advancing to the master, basin and spoon in hand, said: somewhat alarmed at his own temerity:

'Please, sir, I want some more.'

Oliver will pay for this word.

"The master was a fat, healthy man; but he turned very pale. He gazed in stupefied astonishment on the small rebel for some seconds",

The man was very surprised because Oliver asked for some soup. 
"What!' said the master at length, in a faint voice. 'Please, sir,' replied Oliver, 'I want some more.' The master aimed a blow at Oliver's head with the ladle; pinioned him in his arm; and shrieked aloud for the beadle".

The man rushed to tell the beadle about this. 
'Mr. Limbkins, I beg your pardon, sir! Oliver Twist has asked for more!'

That boy will be hung,' said the gentleman in the white waistcoat. 'I know that boy will be hung.' Nobody controverted the prophetic gentleman's opinion. An animated discussion took place. Oliver was ordered into instant confinement; and a bill was next morning pasted on the outside of the gate, offering a reward of five pounds to anybody who would take Oliver Twist off the hands of the parish. In other words, five pounds and Oliver Twist were offered to any man or woman who wanted an apprentice to any trade, business, or calling".
This is a criticism of the orphanages and to the workhouses.
The Plot of Oliver Twist

Oliver was a poor boy who was sent to orphanage, they sold him for five pounds. He was sent to an undertaker. This undertaker had a boy called Noah. This boy was very corrupted. He called Oliver names and he abused him. Oliver went to London. In London, he met a boy called Jack Dawkins. This boy worked for Fagin.

· When Dickens worked in the blacking shoes factory, there was a boy that hit him and abused him and was called Fagin. Dickens used this boy's name here.

This boy teached Oliver stealing. Oliver was caught as he was not clever at this. A kind man called Mr. Brownlow took him. But Fagin did not like this. So Fagin and Sikes, a man worked for Fagin, brought him back. Sikes and Oliver then went to rob Mr. Brownlow's house. Oliver was shot. The people of the house took care of Oliver. There, he found a girl called Rose, she will turn out to be his aunt. But they (Fagin and Sikes) captured him again. With Fagin, there was someone called Monks. Monks was the sun of a rich man. He is Oliver's brother. He wants Oliver to disinherit. Mr. Brownlow will make the things clear and all the good characters have a happy ending and vise versa.
· Next time we will study the influences.
End …
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