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Semantics and Pragmatics 

Instructor: Dr. Abdulrahman A. Alsayed 

Lecture 9-The Problem of Universals 

Semantics: Practical Applications- عملية تطبيقات: المعاني علم   
 In our previous lectures, we discussed a number of topics 

related to semantics.    

 ٜاىنيَبد َعبّٜى اىَزعيقخ اىَ٘اضٞع ٍِ عذدا ّبقشْب اىغبثق، اىَذبضشاد ف . 
 We will cover topics related to pragmatics in the coming 

lectures. 

 ِاىقبدٍخ اىَذبضشاد فٜ لرثبىجشاغَب اىَزعيقخ اىَ٘اضٞع غطّٜ ع٘ف ّذ. 

 Before we move to pragmatics, however, we will look at a 
number of practical exercises that will help us apply our 
knowledge of the theoretical aspects we have been 
discussing so far in this course. 

 عذد عيٚ ّظشح ّيقٜ ع٘ف ،لاىجشاغَبرٞ إىٚ ّْزقو أُ قجو رىل ٍٗع ٍِ 

 ىج٘اّت ٍعشفزْب رطجٞق عيٚ رغبعذّب أُ شأّٖب ٍِ اىزٜ اىعَيٞخ اىزَبسِٝ

 .اىَقشس ٕزا فٜ اُٟ دزٚ ّبقشْبٕب اىزٜ اىْظشٝخ

 If you need more practice, you can find more of these 
exercises in your reference book Semantics: A Course 
Book. 

 اىزذسٝجبد ٕزٓ ٍِ أمثش رجذ أُ َٝنْل اىََبسعخ، ٍِ اىَضٝذ إىٚ ثذبجخ مْذ إرا 

 .اىَقشس مزبة:  لاىجشاغَبرٞ نزبثلى اىذلاىخ عيٌ فٜ
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Sense Relations-  
Binary Antonymy- المتضاد الثنائي   

 To identify binary antonyms, we can test antonymous pairs by seeing if 
the negative of one term is the equivalent to (or entails) the other.  

 أصٗاج اخزجبس َٝنْْب اىثْبئٞخ، اىَزضبداد ىزذذٝذ antonymous ٍِ إرا سؤٝخ خلاه 

 . أخشٙ جٖخ( عيٚ ْط٘ٛٝ أٗ) ٝعبده ٍب ٕ٘ ٗادذ ٍصطيخ  ّفٜ مبُ
 Thus, “dead” and “alive” are binary antonyms because if 

something is not dead then it must be alive.  

 ،ٕنزا " dead  "ٗ " alive  "ٜٕ ٝنُ٘ أُ ثذ لا شٜء َٝذ ىٌ إرا لأّٔ ثْبئٞخ ٍزضبداد 

 . اىذٞبح قٞذ عيٚ
 Use this test to determine which of the following pairs in the exercise 

are binary antonyms. 

 ًاىثْبئٞخ اىَزضبداد ٍِ ٍَبسعخ فٜ اىزبىٞخ صٗاجالأ أٛ ىزذذٝذ الاخزجبس ٕزا اعزخذا. 
Exercise 1: Binary Antonymy 

Are the following pair’s binary antonyms? 
(1) chalk – cheese            Yes / No 
(2) same – different    Yes / No 
(3) copper – tin     Yes / No 
(4) dead – alive     Yes / No 
(5) married – unmarried   Yes / No 
(6) love – hate     Yes / No 

Exercise 1: Answers 

(1) No, if something is not chalk, it is not necessarily cheese.  

 ،اىججِ ثبىضشٗسح ىٞظ فإّٔ اىطجبشٞش، غٞش شٜء ْٕبك مبُ إرا لا . 

 (2) Yes, if two things are the same, they are not different; and if they are not the 

same, they are different.  

 (2 )،ٌٍخزيفخ فٖٜ ّفغٖب، ٕٜ ىٞغذ مبّذ ٗإرا ٍخزيفخ، ىٞغذ فٖٜ ّفغٖب، ٕٜ شٞئِٞ إرا ّع . 

(3) No (4) Yes (5) Yes  

 (3 )ّعٌ( 5) ّعٌ( 4)لا  

(6) No, if you don’t love someone, you don’t necessarily hate him. 

 (6 )،ثبىضشٗسح ىٔ أمشٓ لا مْذ ٍب، شخصب رذت لا مْذ إرا لا. 
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Converses- التضاد    

 We mentioned that if a word describes a relationship 

between two things (or people) and another word describes 

the same relationship when the two things (or people) are 

mentioned in the opposite order, then the two words are 

converses of each other.  

 أخشٙ ٗميَخ( أشخبص أٗ) شٞئِٞ ثِٞ اىعلاقخ رصف نيَخاى ذمبّ إرا أّٔ رمشّب 

 ميَزِٞ ثٌ عنغٜ، زشرٞتث(  أشخبص أٗ) أٍشِٝ رمش عْذ ّفغٖب اىعلاقخ رصف

 . اىجعض ثعضٖب عِ ضبدٍ ٍِ

 For example, “parent” and “child” are converses; because X 

is the parent of Y (one order) describes the same 

relationship as Y is the child of X (opposite order). 

 ٚاىَثبه، عجٞو عي " parent  "ٗ " child  "ٍِ ٍالأصو لأُ ٗرىل ،ضبداد 

X ٕ٘ ٗاىذ  Y (ٗادذ أٍش )ّفظ اىعلاقخ ٝصف Y ٕ٘ ِاث X (ثبىزشرٞت 

 (.اىعنغٜ
 

Exercise 2 (A): Converses 

 Are the following pairs of expressions converses? 

 مضاد التالية التعبيرات  أزواج له 
(1) below – above             Yes / No 
(2) grandparent – grandchild           Yes / No 
(3) love – hate     Yes / No 
(4) conceal – reveal    Yes / No 
(5) greater than – less than   Yes / No 
(6) own – belong to    Yes / No 
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Exercise 2 (A): Answers 

(1) Yes, if X is below Y then Y is above X.  
(2) Yes  
(3) No  
(4) No  
(5) Yes  
(6) Yes 

 

Exercise 2 (B): Converses 

 Are the following pairs of expressions converses? 

 ٍٕضبداداىزعجٞشاد اىزبىٞخ أصٗاج  و 

(1) If John bought a car from Fred, is it the case that Fred sold a car 

to John?                                     Yes / No 

(2) Are buy and sell converses?    Yes / No 

(3) Are borrow and lend converses?   Yes / No 

(4) Are give and take converses?  (Careful!) Yes / No 

(5) Are come and go converses?    Yes / No 
 

Exercise 2 (B): Answers 
(1) Yes (2) Yes  
(3) Yes, if X borrows something from Y, Y lends that thing to X.  
(4) No, if X takes something from Y, Y does not necessarily give that 
thing to X (for example, X might take it without Y’s permission), so give 
and take are not exact converses, although they almost meet the 
definition. 
(5) No, if someone goes to the mountain, the mountain does not come 
to him. 
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Gradable Antonyms- للتقدير قابل المتضادات    

 We mentioned that a good test for grad ability, i.e. having a value on 
some continuous scale, is to see whether a word can combine with 
“very”, or “very much”, or “how? “or “how much?”  

 ٍب َعشفخى ،حَغزَشاى َقٞبطاى ثعض فٜ قَٞخ ٗج٘د أٛ ،ش اىقذسح زقذٝى جٞذا اخزجبسا أُ رمشّب 

 how " أٗ" ؟ how " أٗ ،" very much " أٗ"  very " ٍع ميَخ جَع َٝنِ مبُ إرا
much ؟ " 

 For example, “How tall is he?” is acceptable, but “How top is that 
shelf?” is not generally acceptable. 

 ٚاىَثبه عجٞو عي ، " How tall is he  "،ٗىنِ ٍقج٘ه " How tall is he  "غٞش أٍش 

 . عبً ثشنو ٍقج٘ه

  Thus, “tall” is gradable, but “top” is not gradable.  

 ،ٕٗنزا " tall  "ٕ٘ ٗىنِ ، رتقديلا جيدا " top  "رتقديلا جيدا ىٞغذ  

 Try to apply this test to the following exercises. 
 اىزبىٞخ ىزذسٝجبدثب الاخزجبس ٕزا قرطج دبٗه. 

 

Exercise 3: Gradable Antonyms 

 Are the following pair’s gradable antonyms? 
(1) tall – short     Yes / No 
(2) long – short    Yes / No 
(3) clever – stupid    Yes / No 
(4) top – bottom     Yes / No 
(5) Love – hate (Careful!) Yes / No 

Exercise 3: Answers 

(1) Yes 

(2) Yes  

(3) Yes  

(4) No  

(5) Yes, we can say “How much do you love/hate something?” 
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Exercise 4: Antonymy 

 Classify the following pairs as binary antonyms (B), converses (C), or 
gradable antonyms (G). 

 ةثنائيال المتضادات كما التالية زواجالأ فصن )B)، تضادم )C)، للتقدير قابل متضادات أو )G.) 
(1) easy – difficult   B  / C / G 
(2) good – bad   B  / C / G 
(3) pass – fail    B / C / G 
(4) husband – wife  B  / C / G 
(5) parent – offspring B  / C / G 
(6) legal – illegal  B  / C / G 

 

Exercise 4: Answers 

1. G 
2. G 
3. B 
4. C 
5. C 
6. B 

Homonymy and Polysemy 

 In the case of homonymy, we have two words whose senses 
are far apart from each other and not obviously related to 
each other in any way.  

 ٜدبىخ ف homonymy، ٗىٞظ اىجعض ثعضٖب عِ ثعٞذ  ٍعْبٍٖب اىزٜ ميَزِٞ ىذْٝب 

 . الأشنبه ٍِ شنو ثأٛ اىجعض ثعضٔ ٍع ٍزعيق اى٘اضخ ٍِ
 While in the case of polysemy, we have one word which has 

several very closely related senses (the different senses are 
related to each other in some way). 

 ٜٗثٞق  اىَعبّٜ ٍِ اىعذٝذ ىذٖٝب ٗادذح ميَخ ىذْٝب اىَعبّٜ، رعذد دبىخ فٜ أّٔ دِٞ ف 

 .(ثأخشٙ أٗ ثطشٝقخ اىجعض ىجعضٖب اىَخزيفخ  اىَعبّٜ رشرجط) اىصيخ
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 Let us apply this to the following exercise. 

 اىزبىٜ اىزَشِٝ قطجْى دعّ٘ب. 
Exercise 5: Homonymy and Polysemy 

 Decide whether the following words are examples of homonymy (H) 
or polysemy (P). 

 على أمثلة هي التالية الكلمات إذا ما قرر homonymy )H )المعاني تعدد أو )P.) 
(1) bark (of a dog vs. of a tree)    H / P 
(2) fork (in a road vs. instrument for eating)  H / P 
(3) tail (of a coat vs. of an animal)            H / P 
(4) steer (to guide vs. young bull)            H / P 
(5) lip (of a jug vs. of a person)    H / P 

Exercise 5: Answers 
(1)H, not obviously related to each other in any way 
(2) P, the two senses are related by the concept of branching out into 
different parts or pahs.   
(3) P, the two senses have the concept of being located at the end of 
something. 
(4) H, not obviously related to each other in any way 
(5) P, the two senses have the concept of being at the edge of an hollow 
opening. 

Semantic Fields and Collocation- والمجموعة المعاني  حقول  

 A semantic field contains a group of words which are related 
in their meaning. 

 ٍٝٛ٘عْبٕب فٜ رشرجط اىزٜ اىنيَبد ٍِ ٍجَ٘عخ عيٚ اىَعبّٜ دقو ذز. 

 Collocation is a relationship between words that specifically or 
habitually go together. 

 ٍزلاصٍبُ اىزذذٝذ ٗجٔ عيٚ أٗ عبدح اىزٜ اىنيَبد ثِٞ علاقخ ٗج٘د ٕ٘ اىزجَٞع. 
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Exercise 1: Semantic Fields اىَعبّٜ دق٘ه: 1 اىزَشِٝ   

 Identify the word that does not belong to the group and 
suggest a suitable semantic field for the group. 

 ىيَجَ٘عخ ٍْبعت ٍعبّٜ دقو حٗاقزش ٍجَ٘عخ إىٚ رْزَٜ لا اىزٜ اىنيَخ ددذ. 
1. banana, apple, orange, apricot, flower 
2. uncle, aunt, friend, grandmother, cousin 
3. car, ship, plane, lake, boat 
4. honesty, reliability, generosity, truthfulness 
5. running, swimming, thinking, skating 

 

 

Exercise 1: Answers 
1. Semantic Field: “fruit”, the word “flower” is not part of this 
semantic field. 
2. Semantic Field: “relatives”, the word “friend” is not part of 
this semantic field.  
3. Semantic Field: “means of transportation”, the word “lake” is 
not part of this semantic field.  
4. Semantic Field: virtues, all words belong to the field. 
5. Semantic Field: “sports”, the word “thinking” is not part of 
this semantic field. 
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Exercise 2: Collocation 

 Decide whether the following pairs of words make a 
collocation. 

 رجَٞع عَور اىزبىٞخ اىنيَبد أصٗاج مبّذ إرا ٍب قشس. 
1. have fun      Yes / No 
2. get place       Yes / No 
3. take place      Yes / No 
4. problem solving    Yes / No 
5. problem care    Yes / No 
6. health care    Yes / No 

 

Exercise 2: Answers 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Yes 
4. Yes 
5. No 
6. Yes 

 


