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One of the major themes of the poem the lady of Shalott is the isolation of the artist ,a comment from Harold plough says that although shallot can be understood as a safe haven for artists the lady's state of existence far from desirable , she is imprisoned within the tower and the condition of that imprisonment render her paralyzed and immobile.
If the artist is isolated from the society he will not produce great works of art , the artist needs the society to learn from it but at the same time he needs his privacy but not always , he needs to be involved in the social life around him.
The story of the poem is about a lady imprisoned between 4 grey walls , she receives reflection of the real life but she is only observing and observing is not like being in active real life , when she faces reality she faces death .
The 2nd major theme is art and life:
Art and life are connected to each other ,because the artist cannot produce art without life because real life gives inspiration ,motivation, speculation, perception but sometimes there is a kind of conflict ex. Elisabeth browning because of her weak health she was always staying indoors she does not participate in the real world but she knew about the surrounding society and its problems by reading confidential reports her by information and inspiration to write her poem the cry of the children  in her poem she concentrated on a very significant image which is the wheel imagery, but the lady of Shalott receives only reflections nothing real.   
Another important theme is the no.3 woman question: 
Here we have a female artist who is working, secluded and the minute she leaves to the real world an indication to the Victorian society , she is destroyed, this scene represents the issue of woman question that  was very significant in the Victorian period ex. Elizabeth  Browning and George Eliot, publishing under a male name,  in the beginning publishing  anonymously  or under a male's name until they gain fame and then they reveal their identity because they wanted to receive equal criticism, a fare judgment. This was very aggravating for  women want to be identified and receive criticism for their art not according to gender.
The poem is written in four 4 parts because it is a dramatic narrative  poem it has a beginning, an action, climax and resolution, it has 4 parts each part has a strict form of stanzas each part ends with a refrain about Camelot and shallot  the first were the reapers talking about the Lady of Shalott, the second was the lady herself and the third was sir Lancelot.  We have short lines, each stanza is written in 2 quatrains and a refrain ,The two quatrains are iambic tetrameter.
 This creates richness in the poem. Tennyson is a master of sound and technique as the words are so fluent and run beautifully ex.  Quiver 
        shiver 
            ever 
          river  that we saw in the 1st lines . 
In the first and second part we saw the  description of the land and what the lady was doing. In the third there was the climax so we had a change of atmosphere that is why we have the 1st part  and the 2nd  written in simple present tense, but third and fourth we have them  written in past tense. This shift in tenses is to increase the sense of destruction and disturbance even        nature becomes grotesque and horrible. Summer or spring turns to autumn the season of death and decay. There is also a change in the rhythm from happy and tripping rhythm to slower rhythm. 
Light imagery is the most significant imagery in the poem, because it is the cause of the fall of the lady of Shalott because the light of sir Lancelot attracted her into following him. Light also represents sir Lancelot’s vitality and life. Light imagery can be traced from the first line and through the whole poem. It is most shown in part three. 
Images: we have Water which is the source of life we have the river that connects the island of Shalott to Camelot or the world of imagination to the world of reality. 
.the flowing imagery , everything is moving except the lady of shallot she is still in her place .
We have color imagery we have grey, gold, yellow , red= love emotion +desire ,white= innocence +death
Symbols: The magical mirror in the poem is a symbol of vanity , but it does not reflect reality it reflects shadows as it is the reflection depends on what you see in it and it is not always true sir Lancelot : symbol of muscularity and manhood+ vitality +male dominance over the female world . 
We have the symbol of Camelot and Shalott  are two opposing things  , Camelot is the world of reality and Shalott is the world of fantasy. Camelot is the centre city the real world of King Arthur and his knights, it is the world of civilization, of real people,, knights, peasants,   the king and queen but  Shallot is the  world of imagination it is an  isolated world where we have one fairy as she is not a person  it is a secluded world of isolation.
This dramatic poem is allegorical which means it has another meaning a hidden meaning the surface meaning is the story of the lady of Shalott:
The artist's anxiety about the relationship between art and the real world. His duty to his art and to his society , that is why Tennyson in many of his poems he chooses mythical artistic plots and underneath there is a moral message  confinement of the artist (focus on solitary contemplative female figure is the occurring in Tennyson’s work).  Tennyson discussed the plight of the dedicated artist who must take care of his work and at the same time provide a moral lesson to his readers .  
Ulysses by Alfred Tennyson
The second poem of Tennyson in which we are introduces one of the great classical myths which is the myth of Ulysses who is a great Trojan warrior  or hero the hero of Homer’s Odyssey. He is Ulysses or Odysseus , he is the king of Attica is a city in the Greek island in the Mediterranean.  He was given a bow by one of the great gods. This bow is an arrow has magical powers. Ulysses asked for the hand of Helen of Troy Helen was very beautiful and she had many suitors. She chose Menelaus who was the richest then she falls in love with   
she was the cause of the Trojan War. Her father prefers to marry her to rich Menelaus who was another king. She married him and then  she was abducted by Paris of Troy who was the prince of Troy  and it seemed that she was in love with him. Her husband was furious and asked for the other kings and princes of the Greek island to help him in conquering Troy. Troy at that time was the most powerful city as it was of great walls and no one could conquer it. All of the kings wanted to conquer it and make it part of his cities. This incident was not for the sake of Helen to get her back but all the other kings and princes joined the war they were jealous of this city, all who supported the king want part of the treasures of troy. 
When Ulysses asked for the hand of Helen, she refused so he asked her father to help him in marrying his niece. The father helped him on one condition that he will help the father in case that any problem happens to Helen’s marriage. Ulysses participated in the war because he gave her father his word. Ulysses finally won the hand of Penelope. 
The Odyssey talked about him he created the idea of the wooden horse. after the war after he conquered Troy and became a victorious hero. The Odyssey talked about him when he returned back home, he did not go directly to his country Attica but he was lost in the seas for ten years where he acquired different adventures. He was captured by the sirens=beautiful women  who were seducing the sailors to come to their island where there are beautiful women and sailors are spelled by those women and stay for a long time and are turned to pigs and animals. 
Ulysses has great powers so he was able to release himself with some of his men from the fairy island and return back to his home. When he reached home, his wife was facing a problem that there were many suitors for her after thinking that her husband was dead, because the country cannot be ruled by a woman only but she was weaving her work of art and told them that she will marry after finishing her work of art. At night she was loosening the threads to delay them but they still in the kingdom eating and drinking and she was paying all their expenses.  Before showing his identity, Ulysses knew that there was many suitors for his wife so he sent a messenger telling them that there is a contest and the one who wins, he marries Penelope. He had his bow and arrow that were given to him by great gods. They made the contest and the rings were in curves. All of them failed but he had his powerful bow and arrow. He was in disguise but after he won, he showed his identity and killed all the suitors because they annoyed his wife. His son became an adult. 
Tennyson took this mythology and chose a particular point which was 3 years after coming back of Ulysses and he settled in his country for some time, he felt bored after having all these adventures and fighting in the Trojan War for years and then wandering for ten years. Returning back and being the king of his country was not enjoyable. 
Tennyson used the myth of Ulysses but he chose a point. This is the dramatic monologue. In this dramatic monologue Ulysses is speaking about his adventuers.
It little profits that an idle king, 
By this still hearth, among these barren crags,
Match'd with an aged wife, I mete and dole
Unequal laws unto a savage race,
That hoard, and sleep, and feed, and know not me.
In this speech, the speaker reveals his inside and character to the readers and most of the time he gains their sympathy, sometimes the audience are silent and sometimes they interact with the speaker. In this dramatic monologue, he is using a mythological element in an allegorical way.
  He describes himself as an idle king that means that he is useless king, not active , the speaker is discontent, there is no gain from this position. The hearth is the floor of the fire place as there is no fire and useless like him cold inactive notice the fire imagery. He describes his house as barren crags and crags are rocks. He described his wife as aged wife cannot bear children. This is does not that he does not love his wife but there is a sense of boredom with this quiet and normal life. He is a great hero and a man of struggle, wars, fight and adventure. He spent all his life in adventures, travel and experience.  As a king, he only takes care of his people  who are savages they do not have high hopes and dreams. His people are ignorant of his nature.
 I cannot rest from travel: I will drink
Life to the lees: all times I have enjoyed
Greatly, have suffered greatly, both with those
That loved me, and alone; on shore, and when
Through scudding drifts the rainy Hyades
Vexed the dim sea: I am become a name;
For always roaming with a hungry heart
Much have I seen and known; cities of men
And manners, climates, councils, governments,
Myself not least, but honoured of them all;
And drunk delight of battle with my peers;
Far on the ringing plains of windy Troy. 

The speaker's tone is grand 
Travel is his life and his nature. It is a beautiful metaphor of drinking life or absorbing it to the last minute like drinking water to the last drop. He tries to narrate for us some of his experiences. He enjoyed many things in his life and also suffered from many things he will enjoy everything about life. His life was not always pleasure and joy but a life of a hardship. He suffered both on land and sea. He refers to Hyades reference to stars indication of rainy seasons was in mythology the daughters of Atlas and their brother was killed. They cried upon his death and were so sad. There were crying day and night and so they were transformed into five stars. Ulysses and his mariners enjoyed life of trouble and life of joy together. Scudding is the pushing of waves. When these stars become, there comes the rainy and stormy season. 
: I am become a name
This is a heroic tone and unusual diction to show the pride of the speaker of himself and his achievements. “Hungry heart” is magnificent as his heart is always. He is like a lion and hungry for adventure and experience. He is always wandering. He is an experienced person and had great adventures. He visited hundreds of cities of great people. He visited many climates, councils, different political systems. He is equal to them and proud of himself because. Battle for him was like a drink. He enjoyed battles in troy. Troy was difficult to be siege to be concurred. “Ringing plains” is an indication of the ringing souls. In these lines the speaker is very proud of himself. His language is heroic. 

 I am a part of all that I have met;
Yet all experience is an arch wherethrough
Gleams that untravelled world, whose margin fades
For ever and for ever when I move.


Ulysses confesses that every experience he goes through is a part of him Everything he has met is a part of him and his experience. He considers experiences like arches =يثير الانتباه. Every experience he receives becomes part of him and then leads to another experience similar to a chain. Through his life he experienced many experiences. Every experience was attracting him to another one. He is always on the move and experiencing. His life is rich with experiences. This tells us more about this person. He has great desire for knowledge but still his knowledge is unsatisfied as he wants more and a desirous person.

How dull it is to pause, to make an end,
To rust unburnished, not to shine in use!
As though to breathe were life. Life piled on life
Were all too little, and of one to me
Little remains: but every hour is saved
             
There is a sense of boredom of being a king running his country which is not very attracting thing so it is dull. He wants to continue traveling. He does not want to stop. He compares himself to a rusty sword that cannot chop.  For him, staying and being only a king is being like a rusty sword not shining. Dullness or being a dull person is connected to a person not able to use his abilities and talent. He only uses part of it but this is nothing to him. He is growing in age and little of his life only remains. He does not want to waste his life by just staying in his kingdom. He wants to use what is left of his life in more adventures. What is left for him is only few years.  He can save every hour in his life by using it not by sitting, he has to save his life by new adventures. 

From that eternal silence, something more,
A bringer of new things; and vile it were
For some three suns to store and hoard myself,
And this grey spirit yearning in desire
To follow knowledge like a sinking star,
Beyond the utmost bound of human thought.

This is the time after he returned from the battle remaining three years in his country enjoying family life and being a king and resting and storing energy and this is time to leave to start again. His spirit is gray because he is aging. A sinking star is a shooting star. There is the travel lust of the unquenchable desire for knowledge and experience. His desire is to go to the end but there is no end that he will end his life searching for knowledge, adventure and experience. From the beginning of the speech he showed that he is bored with his life, and then he talked about how glorious his life was. Then he reached the point that he wants to follow to travel and knowledge like sinking star. He wants to save those few years left for him in his life. Every minute there is something new so he wants to experience this new thing.
 He needs to go on and continue his travels to feed in his desire for knowledge and experience. 

 

