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Plan of the Lecture
Robinson Crusoe and the Main Elements of the Novel:
Setting and Character
Setting . all oloy 9 o 2als
- Defoe makes the setting of Robinson Crusoe similar to the general setting of England.
- Crusoe colonizes the island and builds his empire of farms and homes which become
larger and larger by time. Also, the British Empire expands by time.
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- lan Watt expresses that setting is very important; he indicates that time and place are
essential to define the individuality of any object.

- Defoe is aware of the importance of setting and sees that Robinson Crusoe becomes
particular when it is related to specific time and place. His characters and other
elements of the novel are given their background by the setting.
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- Defoe tries to break with “the earlier literary tradition of using timeless stories to mirror
the unchanging moral varieties”.

- Thereis a “lack of interest” in time and its importance in human relationships in the
previous kinds of literature. For example, all the actions of a tragedy take only one day;
this is not enough to come closer to human life.
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- Crusoe is interested in showing the time in his narration. He makes his calendar on the
wooden cross. He gives dates to most of his actions.

- According to lan Watt, Defoe presented “the individual life in its larger perspective as a
historical process”. The reader can sense the personal identity during the flow of
experiences in relation to time and place.

plaas (e Cyai jylail Jansg il coiall (e dessdS Jamy 5 dily § ool L] & pies 930S -
R EJOPN

Lol yady O LAl (SCes " Ay Alos Lidiogs pungl sglaie § L0yall Besell” a3 gdps (g oL Ladgy =
0 ooy Glats Legd ol el 3805 £ LSl Agase il



The Rise of Novel Lecture 9 Mahmoud Al Akhras — jaxll Cay i ey yS-

- Defoe chooses his setting carefully, especially the isolated island. This place and the long
period of time are very essential in the novel. The setting contributes in the
development of characters in both sides:
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- 1- Spiritual side: this setting is a good place for Crusoe to fulfill his spiritual need and
understand life better.

- He can discover and criticize wrong ideas about his society. He is alone for a long period
of time.
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- 2- Physical side: in such surroundings, Crusoe is challenged to stay alive with limited
facilities of life.

- Crusoe succeeds in both sides. He believes that human being can interact with his
setting and improve it as he wants.
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The setting helps Crusoe to undergo the following changes:
1- Crusoe converts fear into courage.

2- He discovers his God.

3- He believes in fate.

4- He appreciates human relations because of his loneliness.
5- He becomes open-minded.
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- Without such setting, Crusoe couldn’t experience these values that change him. He tries
to find new information and starts to be practical in his life.
- There are many important things around him which can be useful which he was
unaware of them.
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- lan Watt says that “Defoe would seem the first of our writers who visualized the whole
of his narrative as though it occurred in an actual physical environment”.
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- The reader can remember many places on the island of Crusoe and many pieces of
clothes and hardware. Crusoe becomes attached to his environment. Defoe’s is
successful in “putting man wholly into his physical setting”.
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Character

There are few characters in Robinson Crusoe.

- The major character is Robinson Crusoe.

- Other characters are his servants Friday and Xury. They help Crusoe to survive. Xury
helps him escape from slavery. He stays with Robinson until they are picked by a
Portuguese captain.

- Friday, the other servant, is saved by Crusoe from cannibals who want to eat him. These
characters are considered the first of their types.

- They are some of the prototypes of the English novel. They have new features and
human-like attitudes.
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Crusoe
- Robinson Crusoe is the protagonist and the major character of the novel. This character
appears at the beginning of the novel as a young man from the middle class. His
rebellion against his father’s advice to be a lawyer gives the reader a sense that this
character is untraditional; he wants to decide his future by himself. He believes in his

ability to undergo new adventure, and ready to be responsible for the consequences
what so ever.
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- Itis really brilliant to have a central character like Crusoe who can catch the readers’
attention and interest all over the novel. He is isolated and alone in his island.

Jo3ae g9 Al gyl slmsl aren § plora¥l, clyall oLl i aubaiun 1 939,S Jis 23Syl malls A 095 Of L a3yl ag

.43);;}.?- ‘3 >y



The Rise of Novel Lecture 9 Mahmoud Al Akhras — jaxll Cay i ey yS-

Creating such character is effective and demands a creative novelist because:

Most of the time, Crusoe is almost alone.

Most of the events are about this single character. There is not enough interaction with
other characters.

He sticks to the same place for a long time.
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Crusoe is not interested in being a legend or a supernatural hero. On the opposite, he
reveals how he is afraid and spends many nights in fear because of “footprint”. Robert
Louis Stevenson says that “the footprint scene in Crusoe was one of the four greatest in
English literature, and most unforgettable”. He sleeps on trees to be far from dangerous
animals. Fear is a human quality as well as courage.
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Crusoe is a good example of the English colonist. He is the king on his island; he is in
control of everything around him.
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It is clear when Crusoe says “My island was now peopled, and | thought myself very rich
in subjects; and it was a merry reflection, which | frequently made, how like a king |
looked.

First of all, the whole country was my own mere property.... Secondly, my people were
perfectly subjected. | was absolute lord and lawgiver, they all owed their lives to me, and
were ready to lay down their lives, if there had been occasion of it, for me”.
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Other critics say that Crusoe is not a hero but an ordinary man who wants to survive
only. There are no great deeds or achievements of the hero. His wealth is gained by
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chance. He is afraid most of the time. They think that Friday has the features of being a
hero more than Crusoe himself.
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Friday
Friday is a dynamic character. His personality is somehow effective. The reader has a kind of
sympathy with this character. He suffers from human injustice. He develops his character and
becomes different. He is a Caribbean native and cannibal who becomes civilized and cultivated
by Crusoe.
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Crusoe saves his life and makes him his servant. He gives him the name Friday because he saved
him on this day. He is a good servant who follows the instructions of Crusoe.

Friday has a very important rank in the literary tradition. He is a universal character that
represents the colonized natives. He is a good example of supporting character.
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He is the first “non-white” character in the English novel. He stands for the racial discrimination;
the “white” people and the others.

Friday is more emotional than Crusoe himself. Friday is very excited when he meets his
imprisoned father with the cannibals, whereas, Crusoe is cold towards his family, parents,
sisters, brothers and his wife. He doesn’t miss them.
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The Portuguese Captain

This character has a great impact on the life of Crusoe and carries a lot of human values. The
real name of the Portuguese captain is never given because this character stands for universal
goodness of Europe. Therefore, the European title is better for the purpose of this meaning.
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He is honest and loyal. He respects his duties toward Crusoe. He is an example of European
goodness. He is generous in nature. He pays Crusoe for the animal skins and his slave instead of
taking both of them as slaves. He even gives Crusoe some gifts when he leaves Brazil. This
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character makes the comparison easier between natives and cannibals on one side and the
civilized captain who comes from Europe on the other side.
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The Spaniard
He is a man from the Spanish ship which is damaged near the isolated island of Crusoe. He is
captured by cannibals. They want to eat him, but Crusoe saves his life.
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Xury

He is a slave who escapes with Crusoe when he was a slave too in Sallee. There were two salves
with Crusoe when he ran away. He asked one of them to swim to land and kept the other, Xury,
because he trusted in this slave-boy. When the Portuguese captain saves them, Crusoe sells
Xury to the captain.
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The widow

She is a flat character. She only keeps the money of Crusoe, 200 pounds, safe for about 35 years
and she gives them back to him when he comes back to England. She assures the value of trust
in the novel.
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