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These are the main types of the novel. e
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1- The Regional novel

2- The Science Fiction novel
3- The novel of Action

4- The Bildungsroman novel
5- The social novel

6- The Mertification

7- The faction Novel
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- Introduction
- In order to approach a novel it is very important to know its type or a reader
would fail to extract the value and pleasure from his reading .
- Therefore, it is very important to distinguish different types of the novel all
over the time.
- There are many kinds of novels, but these are the essential ones in fiction.

8- The Historical novel : adball 450 -7
9- The Picaresque novel : Ay Sl 450 -8
10-The letter novel : bl 4550 -9
11-The Gothic novel : el gl 44 5,0 -10
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- These types of novels are very well-established in the literary traditions of
fiction.

- Some critics may divide novels according to time as classical (traditional),
Victorian (appeared during the Victorian age), modern, post-modern.. etc.
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- Another division would be according to novels' topics. Thus, their topics
would be colonial, romantic, political, psychological, natural...etc.
- Another classification would be related to gender (male or Female), for
example, there is a feminist novel which is mainly concerned with the
feminine perspective towards life.
- In the following, there are the general types of the novel.
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1- The Regional novel:
e It contains a lot of attention on a particular, geographical region.
e Aregional novelist writes a number of novels including the same region as in
the case of Thomas Hardy's "Wessex". Hardy's "Wessex" is used to describe
the south-west region of England. Ama Ao Adlaie b Y] e U e gsing 4l o
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e Some critics see such regional novel as a target for regional readers not
universal reader. They think that it is a shortcoming.
e The main concerns of such novel are traditions, lifestyle, and communication
in a region .
e Example: Thomas Hardy's The Return of the Native (1878).
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2- the Science Fiction novel
- Some Critics describe this kind of novel as "Fantastic" fiction. It contains
scientific setting which is related to advanced technology, and usually set in
the future. Science fiction novels' actions and settings are conceivable but not

actual.
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- In the age of reason, Jonathan Swift's Gulliver's Travels (1726) was one of the
first true science fiction works .

- Inthe 19th century, H.G. Wells is considered one the most important authors
of science fiction. His most notable science fiction works include The Time
Machine ( 1895) and The Invisible Man (1897).
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3- The Novel of Action

This of novel is concerned with what characters do all over the novel and how

the action goes on .In this type of novel, there is sometimes a loose plot

structure.

Example : Defoe's Robinson Crusoe (1719) which has a loose plot structure.
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4- The Bildungsroman novel
- itis also called " novel of education”. it refers to that novel which follows the
development and cultivation of a young protagonist from his childhood
through adulthood till his maturity.
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pronunciation) "novel of
formation/education/culture”
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- The most important features of this kind of novel.
1- formation of single main character ; a young man or young woman
2- Individualism, there is a deep outlook towards the private life and thoughts of
this character. LAl e gl 138 el e -
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3- Determination, there is a positive attitude towards life.
4- The "Ideal of humanity" leads to a full realization of all human potential as the
aim of life.

Example : Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship (1795) by Goethe. it was translated by
Carlyle. it is a novel of education.
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5-the social novel

It is also known as a social problem novel. it is a reaction against the rapid
industrialization and its effects on social, economic and political issues. It is a
reflection of the abuses of industry against the poor, who gain nothing from the
growing economy.
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An example of this kind of novel is Dickens' Oliver Twist (1837). Dickens wrote
about London life and poor.

A Christmas Carol (1843) is another good example of the struggles of working class
with their social problems.
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6-The Metafiction novel 1843 i b i s

-1t is simply "fiction about fiction". It deals with the nature and process of the
composition of the novel.

- The English father of Metafiction Lawrence Sterne. In his novel , Tristram Shandy
(1760), he directs his readers to turn back several pages to read a passage.
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7- The Faction Novel

- This word is formed of two word (Fact and fiction) .
- So, it refers to a novel that is between fact and fiction which deals with real
events or people , but talking details from the novelist's imagination not from the
real life. aduall 45,0 -7
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- According to Encyclopedia Britannica a nonfiction -

- The American novelist Truman Capote claimed to have invented this genre with
his book In Cold Blood (1965)
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8- The Historical novel

- It is a novel that sets its event and characters in such a well-defined historical
context. It includes convincing detailed description of manners, buildings ,..etc.
- It gives a sense of historical authenticity.
Al Jmte Coa g e daiie Jady s A3 )0 allaall daal g (3lows 138 (8 Clpad Bl g Caaall Lgy (paay N )5, & -
N P SN
Aol ALaYG i) e asl -

- Example: Sir Walter Scott was successful British novelist and "the greatest

single influence on fiction in the 19th century ".
- He established the historical novel through his Waverley novels.

- He about Middle'Age and about the lowlanders and

- He most famous novels are Waverley (1814), Antiquary(1816).
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- There are also some great novels in the 19th century which have a historical
interest such as Dicken's/ATale of TowCitise (1859) and Victor Hugo's Notre:
DrameDEParis (1831). , . .\ . il u o -
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- The historical novels is neither dead nor dying. It is a story which is set among

historical events .such historical novels recreate the atmosphere of a past
period and include actual characters and events from history.
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9-The picaresque novel

- The object of the picaresque novel is to take a central figure and follow his
adventures all over the novel.
- Usually, a poor young man lives in a poor circumstances and reaches the top
at the end. A picaro, the hero of the picaresque novel, moves or travels from
one place to another in order achieve his interests.
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- Travel was the chief means of becoming acquainted with the social life of the
18th century ; success is the chief means nowadays. Travel was a challenge in
the 18th and 19th centuries. Few people could travel at that time. Also,
success in the present time needs great efforts.
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- Therefore, a man who travelled so succeeded will try to convey his
experiences.
- Novelists make use of these experiences in their novels.
- Example: Henry Fielding's Joseph Andrews(1742) is considered a picaresque
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10- The letter novel(epistolary novel)

- This Kind of novel is written in the form of letters from one character or more,
During the narration of novel , there is an exchange of letters.
- Example: Richardson's Pamela (1740).
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- This kind of novel usually contains frightening castles, graveyards and such
terrifying places. Even the characters in this kind of novel are strange and
frightening.

- Itis also full of strange noises, sometimes storms, tension and suspense.
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- Example: Horace Walpole wrote the first gothic novel , which is the Castle of
Otranto (1764)
- Mary Shelley's novel, Frankenstein (1818) was a very important gothic novel.
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Novels about vampires are also considered gothic novels. Varney the Vampire
(1845)which established the conventions of vampires, where Varney has fangs, leaves
wounds on the neck of his victims, and is very powerful.
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