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What is the occasion of the poem?
       This poem was written after the death of the poet’s friend Arthur Hallam. Alfred Tennyson met Hallam in the university among the apostles who were the group of intellectual students in the university. He met those and began very close to Arthur Hallam. Hallam was an intelligent young and also a poet but unfortunately he died at a very young age when he was 22 years old. His death was a shocking blow for Tennyson’s soul because he depended greatly on Hallam. Hallam encouraged him. He was Tennyson’s close friend, manager and even his critic. Tennyson actually developed his character because of Hallam as Tennyson was a very shy person as a young man. 
What happened and how Hallam died?
In Vienna where Hallam traveled with his father, he had a very high fever and unfortunately his blood vessels burst and caused his death. The news of his death was very shocking for Tennyson. Tennyson published his works of 1832 and received very harsh criticism. The critics during the Victorian period or particularly the 19th century were very harsh and severe critics. Keats and Shelly also suffered harsh criticism as well as many other Victorians. 
What are the two difficult blows Tennyson received?
     (1) The harsh criticism that he received and (2) this difficult blow of the loss of his friend were difficult on him. He grieved and felt sorrow and it took him a lot of time to overcome his grief. Usually after receiving a shock one become incapable of believing that it happened, then it takes some time when grief feelings calm down then by the passage of time, he accepts the dilemma and then overcomes it coming a part of his life then he reaches a complete consolation and this is exactly what happened to Tennyson in this poem. 
       The poet’s critics were hushed not only by Queen Victoria but also by the response of the public. ….. Why?  as when they read in Memoriam they felt that it is really representing every one single life. Critics were hushed and could not go on with their criticism. Queen Victoria praised the poem and the prince nominated Tennyson to be the poet Laureate after Words Worth. The poem established Tennyson’s fame and reputation as a great writer.      
The Form:

The poem was written from lyric 33 in quatrain forms or four lines rhyming abba and this form of quatrain was called in Memoriam stanza written in tetra meter stanzas. Tennyson who invented this quatrain because it was used earlier, but to make the whole poem following the same stanza it was called “in Memoriam stanza”. 
The poem is consists of 153 poems of quatrain stanza. These lyrics were not written in a logical sequence or the same order.  They were written in a very long period of time within 17 years of composition. He started writing the poems in 1833 after the death of Hallam until 1849. These  lyrics were not written in a logical sequence but they were following psychological unity. Psychological unity involves the progress of the poet’s soul from the minute he heard the news until the crisis till he accept it and gain tranquility.
The lyrics present the reader with a portrayal of crisis, loss and renewal of faith like a play. Each lyric is self sustained by itself as each unit can be independent. They are similar to the traditional pastoral elegy. What is An elegy ? An elegy is a poem written to mourn the dead and ‘pastoral’ is related to the nature.

What is the pastoral elegy?
 The pastoral elegy is that where most of the lyrics are in the tradition of pastoral elegy. The poem as a whole begins with the expression of grief and how the speaker received the information about the death of his friend; how he was striking by grief not believing the news, how he tried to accept it and how he was suffering. The grief he suffered led him to a sense of suspicion and doubt in the existence of God and to question himself why God did this to him. It arouses many emotions in the speaker’s mind; doubt, suffering, longing for the dead person remembering him with certain memories, situations, dialogues between them and so on. 

The poem begins with an expression of sorrow and grief and this expression is followed by recollections of the past memories of the dead person and times he spent with that person. Then the overcoming of grief through different periods as the poem was written in a long period. The gradual development is noticed as there are some intense poems and some are not. 

The poet organized this poem in three Christmas occasions.            

What is A Christmas?  A Christmas is a season of celebration of the birth of Christ which is a season of joy for the Christians of getting together, celebration of the father, a divine season.  Each Christmas mark a kind of development in the speaker’s soul where this kind of personal grief has turned to a universal grief. Each Christmas marks a stage in the development of the speaker. This grief that was private and personal turned to become about the universal human soul. The three Christmases have also particular natural imagery that the poet used through the whole poem. 
The lyrics are 131. The first one is the prologue which is like an introduction. This prologue was written after he finished the whole lyrics in 1849. There is also a conclusion which is the epilogue or a premium which is a marriage song in which Tennyson celebrates the marriage of his sister in 1842. There is an introduction in the poem which is written after he finishes the whole body of the lyrics between 1833 and 1849 and in 1842 he wrote the marriage song that was given as a gift to his sister as he wrote it within the poem. 
The prologue is actually 11 stanzas where he discussed the majesty of God or the Creator of the whole world. He also referred to the fragility of Man. The prologue has no title. In the prologue we feel that the speaker speaks in a very objective tone…..Why? because he reaches the peace of mind. The poet mentions the themes that he is going to discuss in the poem. Concerning the title, Tennyson wrote fragments of an elegy. He suggested a subtitle which was “the way of the soul” then he concentrated on the title “In Memoriam”. 
Composition:

The poem is written after the tragic death of Tennyson’s friend Arthur Hallam and it was composed in a long period of time. The poem is divided into different sections. The sections were divided figuratively by the critics. There are 27 lyrics. 
part one
In part one starting from 1 till lyric 27 the speaker is shocked and stricken by grief for the death of his friend. He addresses nature because the body of his friend was buried under a new tree and there are several poems addressing that tree which is embracing the body of his friend. He can not arise above grief or overcome this sadness after this shock. 
Part two
In part two starting from lyric 28 till lyric number 77, we have the first Christmas the poet had without his beloved friend. This occasion is not a happy occasion as usual but a very sad occasion. The speaker here is willing to die to be with his friend and overcome his sadness. He is unable to celebrate this joyous religious occasion. In some of the lyrics in this part like 54 we feel the sense of doubt. 
Part three
Part three starts from 78 till 104. We have here the second Christmas which is the anniversary of Hallam’s death. We could feel in this part the calmness of the grief not very stricken by the shock like the first parts.  In lyric 99 we could feel that he could transform his own grief into a kind of a universal grief. 

The last part
The last part which is part four from lyric 105 till 131 we have the third Christmas. At this stage the poet moved from his home into a new home. This change of shift from old home into a new home brought a kind of consolation or a revival. It is also spring season which is very important. There is a state of consolation. Tennyson in this last stage realizes that mourning and grieving is cutting himself from humanity and he thought that he should mix with people and become a part of the society as this will help him to overcome his grief and will provide him with wisdom and then acceptance. So Tennyson should seek wisdom among the living people.

Themes:

Love, isolation, loss of faith, grief, sadness, longing for the dead an despair. There is no single unifying theme. The poem is loosely arranged around the three Christmases and they discussed different feelings.
The subject matters or the themes of the poem:
1- Spiritual experiences : doubt, desolation, faith, skepticism and despair.

2- Nostalgic reminiscence: longing for the past. 

3- Philosophical speculation 

4- Romantic fantasizing 

Imagery:

It is concentrated on the seasonal change. In literature each season represents something. Winter represents death. Autumn represents bleakness, decay and old age. Spring represents rebirth and resurrection. Summer represents joy, fertility, life and warm. The change of the season and imagery represents the change happens to the soul of the speaker. First of all he was shocked and grieved so we find all the gloom of winter. Then he start to doubt and decay in autumn. Then he starts to consul himself through spring. Although we have Christmas of joy in winter but still gloomy.
Autumn and spring suggest surface motion of soul. In winter there is Christmas which is a promise of divinity and immortality. Even though winter is death. Spring represents new life and new human commitments. All of this is fulfilled in summer which is the time of mystical communion with Hallam. The mystery of man and nature produces the phenomena of faith and doubt as he could see the power of God in this creation. Suffering and death purify man and turn him more wise.

Lyric 9
Fair ship, that from the Italian shore 
Sailest the placid ocean-plains 
With my lost Arthur's loved remains, 
Spread thy full wings, and waft him o'er.
So draw him home to those that mourn 
In vain; a favourable speed 
Ruffle thy mirror'd mast, and lead 
Thro' prosperous floods his holy urn.
All night no ruder air perplex 
Thy sliding keel, till Phosphor, bright 
As our pure love, thro' early light 
Shall glimmer on the dewy decks.
Sphere all your lights around, above; 
Sleep, gentle heavens, before the prow; 
Sleep, gentle winds, as he sleeps now, 
My friend, the brother of my love;
My Arthur, whom I shall not see 
Till all my widow'd race be run; 
Dear as the mother to the son, 
More than my brothers are to me.
The 1st stanza

Fair ship, that from the Italian shore 
Sailest the placid ocean-plains 
With my lost Arthur's loved remains, 
Spread thy full wings, and waft him o'er.
      In this lyric the speaker is talking about the shore that carries the body of his friend as he died in Vienna. He is addressing the ship carrying the body from the Italian shores calling it ‘fair’. He is in a state of plea. He asks the ship carrying the body to sail gently and peacefully. Placid is peaceful. He urges the ship to bring the remains of his friend to his home peacefully. He does not want the sea to be rough. 

The 2nd stanza

So draw him home to those that mourn 
In vain; a favourable speed 
Ruffle thy mirror'd mast, and lead 
Thro' prosperous floods his holy urn.
There is intensity of feelings as if he is requesting humbly the ship to sail peacefully and with no difficulty and drive him home as soon as possible. He is grieving and very sad about the death of his beloved friend. The mast is described like a mirror showing the swiftness of the ship by the wind .he describes the body of his friend like ashes that is collected in an urn. The metaphor is that the ship carrying the body is like the container collecting the ashes of the body. In this stanza there is the intensity of feelings of the loss of his friend. He is asking humbly the ship to speed its sailing so he could see the body of his friend. 

The 3rd stanza

All night no ruder air perplex 
Thy sliding keel, till Phosphor, bright 
As our pure love, thro' early light 
Shall glimmer on the dewy decks.
He is clean and really praying for a peaceful journey for that ship. He wishes that during the night the wind will be gentle and calm. Phosphor is a morning star. His love is continuing forever like the shining star. The morning star will reflect its light upon the deck of the ship as an indication for his love to his friend. 
The 4th stanza

Sphere all your lights around, above; 
Sleep, gentle heavens, before the prow; 
Sleep, gentle winds, as he sleeps now, 
My friend, the brother of my love;
There is plea and prayer. He wants all the elements of nature to be calm and quiet so that his friend will arrive safely. He does not want heavens to have storms, winds or rains for his friend to arrive safely. He does not want the weather to be windy but gentle breeze will help the ship to reach gently. He repeats word sleep. He describes his friend as the brother of love. There are true feelings because he is really plea for nature to be peaceful not only for the body in the ship but also for him to ease his pain. He wants all the elements of nature to share him his sadness and grief .
The 5th stanza

My Arthur, whom I shall not see 
Till all my widow'd race be run; 
Dear as the mother to the son, 
More than my brothers are to me.
He values Hallam a great deal. He will not be able to see him until his death. He considers him as a mother who is the source of love, compassion, shelter, warmth and protection. Hallam is dear to him more than his father. In this stanza the value of Hallam is shown. A pastoral poem is like a ceremonial mourning. He is praising Hallam’s qualities. Each stanza is complete in itself. 
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