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There is a fairy tale and the poet says that the poem is not only for children but also for adult. A fairy tale is a story which has superstition, imagination, fairies, or genies. It is a story of fantasy. The poem is so rich and it gained a lot when it was published during the Victorian period and also in modern time. In modern time, the poem fell under feminism as it is written about females and by a female poet. 
· The story is of two sisters called Lora and Lizzy. They lived together in a house without parents. They have a garden. They attend plant and water the garden. They have animals and chickens. Those girls used to fetch water from the stream. They do that journey during the evening time. They will meet the goblins who are males. Those goblins have big size baskets with delicious tempting fruits. This is the description of the fruits:

1) MORNING and evening 

2) Maids heard the goblins cry: 

3) "Come buy our orchard fruits, 

4) Come buy, come buy: 

5) Apples and quinces, 

6) Lemons and oranges, 

7) Plump unpeck'd cherries, 

8) Melons and raspberries, 

9) Bloom-down-cheek'd peaches, 

10) Swart-headed mulberries, 

11) Wild free-born cranberries, 

12) Crab-apples, dewberries, 

13) Pine-apples, blackberries, 

14) Apricots, strawberries; - 

15) All ripe together 

16) In summer weather, - 

17) Morns that pass by, 

18) Fair eves that fly; 

19) Come buy, come buy: 

20)   Our grapes fresh from the vine, 

21) Pomegranates full and fine, 

22) Dates and sharp bullaces, 

23) Rare pears and greengages, 

24) Damsons and bilberries, 

25) Taste them and try: 

26) Currants and gooseberries, 

27) Bright-fire-like barberries, 

28) Figs to fill your mouth, 

29) Citrons from the South, 

30) Sweet to tongue and sound to eye; 

31) Come buy, come buy." 

· They roam around the valley. When the sisters go, they know the dangers they are facing. The elder sister will encourage her younger sister no to look at them not to fall into temptation because hearing can be controlled but looking at them is like falling into temptation. Those two males always cry and once the eyes fall on them, the two sisters will not be able to resist the colors of fruits they have. 
· The two sisters went to get the water. Unfortunately, the younger sister was so tempted and wanted to peek. She wanted to have a look just to see how they look. The minute she saw the fruits, she lingered and did not return back home. The elder ran home quickly thinking that her sister was following her. The younger sister fell under the temptation. She still motionless and could not resist the temptation of the fruits and they offered he all kinds of fruits. They said to her “come by come by” encouraging her to buy them. 

32) Curious Laura chose to linger 

33) Wondering at each merchant man. 

34) One had a cat's face, 

35) One whisk'd a tail, 

36) One tramp'd at a rat's pace, 

37) One crawl'd like a snail, 

38) One like a wombat prowl'd obtuse and furry, 

39) One like a ratel tumbled hurry skurry. 

40) She heard a voice like voice of doves 

41) Cooing all together: 

42) They sounded kind and full of loves 

43) In the pleasant weather. 

· These are the description of the governors. They have animal features. They were trying to approach her and to surround her to offer her more temptation. Lora wanted to see and to know and to taste these fruits
44) Laura stretch'd her gleaming neck 

45) Like a rush-imbedded swan, 

46) Like a lily from the beck, 

47) Like a moonlit poplar branch, 

48) Like a vessel at the launch 

49) When its last restraint is gone. 

.  

· She stretched her neck to see and to taste the beautiful and various fruits. She is under the control of appearance. 
50) They stood stock still upon the moss, 

51) Leering at each other, 

52) Brother with queer brother; 

53) Signalling each other, 

54) Brother with sly brother. 

55) One set his basket down, 

56) One rear'd his plate; 

57) One began to weave a crown 

58) Of tendrils, leaves, and rough nuts brown 

(Men sell not such in any town);
· When they surrounded her, she was so stunt by their temptation, but she has no money to pay for the fruits. 
59) But sweet-tooth Laura spoke in haste: 

60) "Good folk, I have no coin; 

61) To take were to purloin: 

62) I have no copper in my purse, 

63) I have no silver either, 

64) And all my gold is on the furze 

65) That shakes in windy weather 

66) Above the rusty heather." 

· They wanted her to pay for the fruits with them by giving them her golden curls. She was fallen under temptation. She clipped her curl without thinking as she was under a spill. 

67) "Buy from us with a golden curl." 

68) She clipp'd a precious golden lock, 

69) She dropp'd a tear more rare than pearl, 

70) Then suck'd their fruit globes fair or red: 

71) Sweeter than honey from the rock, 

·  She was sucking and sucking the different kinds of fruits until she was exhausted. At last she, has eaten all the fruits and then went home.
72) She suck'd and suck'd and suck'd the more 

73) Fruits which that unknown orchard bore; 

74) She suck'd until her lips were sore; 

75) Then flung the emptied rinds away
·  When she returned home, her sister was so worried and when she saw her, she knew that her sister has tasted the fruits. She told her that Jeanie another maid had tasted the fruits and died the last winter. The elder sister was worried about her younger sister. 
· Lora did not wake energetic as usual, but she was dreaming about the fruits and planning to go to the same place in the evening and go to eat the fruits. Then it was time to fetch the water and Lora tried to listen to the sound because usually the goblins hide behind the trees. Her sister was able to hear them and Lora was so upset because she could not hear or see them. The elder sister was able to see and hear them. As a victim tasted the fruits, Lora is can not taste the fruits any more. Her sister dragged her home and in the second day, Lora tried to see or hear the goblins. 
· The younger sister started to lose her energy and her interest I life. She started to become sick and weak, losing the power of life. Her elder sister was so worried about her.
76) Day after day, night after night, 

77) Laura kept watch in vain 

78) In sullen silence of exceeding pain. 

79) She never caught again the goblin cry: 

80) "Come buy, come buy;" - 

81) She never spied the goblin men 

82) Hawking their fruits along the glen: 

83) But when the noon wax'd bright 

84) Her hair grew thin and grey; 

85) She dwindled, as the fair full moon doth turn 

86) To swift decay and burn 

87) Her fire away. 

· Laura became weak and sick. One day she remembered that she had a seed from the fruits and she took it and planted it. She watered it thinking that it would grow but that did not happen and the seed disappeared without giving any fruits. She was approaching death after becoming sick, weak and lost her interest in life. 
· Lizzy the elder sister could not let her younger sister die. She intended to do something. She planned to go to the goblin market. She had a precious coin and wanted to buy fruits for her sister. The goblins will call her to come by to see the delicious fruits. She told them that she wants to buy and she offered her coin. She wanted to take the fruits but they said that she must eat them with them. She said she needs to take them home. 
88) "Good folk," said Lizzie, 

89) Mindful of Jeanie: 

90) "Give me much and many: - 

91) Held out her apron, 

92) Toss'd them her penny. 

93) "Nay, take a seat with us, 

94) Honour and eat with us," 

95) They answer'd grinning: 

96) "Our feast is but beginning. 

97) Night yet is early, 

98) Warm and dew-pearly, 

99) Wakeful and starry: 

100) Such fruits as these 

101) No man can carry: 

102) Half their bloom would fly, 

103) Half their dew would dry, 

104) Half their flavour would pass by. 

105) Sit down and feast with us, 

· They tried to convince her that if she took the fruits home, they would dry and lose their flavors. She has to sit and feast with them. 

106) Be welcome guest with us, 

107) Cheer you and rest with us." - 

108) "Thank you," said Lizzie: "But one waits 

109) At home alone for me: 

110) So without further parleying, 

111) If you will not sell me any 

112) Of your fruits though much and many, 

113) Give me back my silver penny 

114) I toss'd you for a fee." - 

115) They began to scratch their pates, 

116) No longer wagging, purring, 

117) But visibly demurring, 

118) Grunting and snarling. 

119) One call'd her proud, 

· The welcoming attitude of the goblins has changed. 
120) Cross-grain'd, uncivil; 

121) Their tones wax'd loud, 

122) Their look were evil. 

123) Lashing their tails 

124) They trod and hustled her, 

125) Elbow'd and jostled her, 

126) Claw'd with their nails, 

127) Barking, mewing, hissing, mocking, 

128) Tore her gown and soil'd her stocking, 

129) Twitch'd her hair out by the roots, 

130) Stamp'd upon her tender feet, 

131) Held her hands and squeez'd their fruits 

132) Against her mouth to make her eat. 

· They started to act like animals. They all attacked her and became very violent.  They wanted to force her to taste the fruits. 
133) White and golden Lizzie stood, 

134) Like a lily in a flood, - 

135) Like a rock of blue-vein'd stone 

136) Lash'd by tides obstreperously, - 

137) Like a beacon left alone 

138) In a hoary roaring sea, 

139) Sending up a golden fire, - 

140) Like a fruit-crown'd orange-tree 

141) White with blossoms honey-sweet 

142) Sore beset by wasp and bee, - 

143) Like a royal virgin town 

144) Topp'd with gilded dome and spire 

145) Close beleaguer'd by a fleet 

146) Mad to tug her standard down. 

· She was struggling and fighting back trying to resist the temptation and the pain they caused her by forcing her to eat. 

147) One may lead a horse to water, 

148) Twenty cannot make him drink. 

149) Though the goblins cuff'd and caught her, 

150) Coax'd and fought her, 

151) Bullied and besought her, 

152) Scratch'd her, pinch'd her black as ink, 

153) Kick'd and knock'd her, 

154) Maul'd and mock'd her, 

155) Lizzie utter'd not a word; 

· She sealed her lips and did not cry in order not to open her mouth and let them feed her. She fought all of these abuses, pain and kicking, pinching and pulling her hair by the roots. 

156) Would not open lip from lip 

157) Lest they should cram a mouthful in: 

158) But laugh'd in heart to feel the drip 

159) Of juice that syrupp'd all her face, 

160) And lodg'd in dimples of her chin, 

161) And streak'd her neck which quaked like curd. 

162) At last the evil people, 

163) Worn out by her resistance, 

164) Flung back her penny, kick'd their fruit 

165) Along whichever road they took, 

166) Not leaving root or stone or shoot; 

167) Some writh'd into the ground, 

168) Some div'd into the brook 

169) With ring and ripple, 

170) Some scudded on the gale without a sound, 

171) Some vanish'd in the distance. 

· She did not make a sound. She was happy because they were squeezing the fruits on her. She sealed her lips and did not taste any of them. The goblins became exhausted and tired of trying to force her to taste the fruits. They threw their baskets and disappeared. Some disappeared under the water, some in the ground. They totally disappeared. She was so happy and ran quickly like the wind to her sister at home. She was calling for her sister asking her to leak her. 
172) And inward laughter. 

173) She cried, "Laura," up the garden, 

174) "Did you miss me? 

175) Come and kiss me. 

176) Never mind my bruises, 

177) Hug me, kiss me, suck my juices 

178) Squeez'd from goblin fruits for you, 

179) Goblin pulp and goblin dew. 

180) Eat me, drink me, love me; 

181) Laura, make much of me; 

182) For your sake I have braved the glen 

183) And had to do with goblin merchant men." 

· She offered herself to save her sister. This is a sacramental. Laura went to her sister and she was afraid that her sister tasted the fruits like her in order to save her. However Lizzy did not taste the fruits by not opening her mouth. 
184) Flung her arms up in the air, 

185) Clutch'd her hair: 

186) "Lizzie, Lizzie, have you tasted 

187) For my sake the fruit forbidden? 

188) Must your light like mine be hidden, 

189) Your young life like mine be wasted, 

190) Undone in mine undoing, 

· Laura did like her sister told her to do. She started to suck the juice from her sister Lizzy but this time the taste was soar. It is not pleasant any more. The taste was horrible. After tasting the juice, she went into frenzy. 
191) Her lips began to scorch, 

192) That juice was wormwood to her tongue, 

193) She loath'd the feast: 

194) Writhing as one possess'd she leap'd and sung, 

195) Rent all her robe, and wrung 

196) Her hands in lamentable haste, 

197) And beat her breast. 

198) Her locks stream'd like the torch 

199) Borne by a racer at full speed, 

200) Or like the mane of horses in their flight, 

201) Or like an eagle when she stems the light 

202) Straight toward the sun, 

203) Or like a caged thing freed, 

204) Or like a flying flag when armies run. 

· Her lips began to burn. The taste was horrible. She went into a frenzy state. The elder sister Lizzy was so worried about her younger sister after she tasted the fruits for the second time. She stayed beside her all the time to know what to become of her sister after that frenzy and crazy state. 
205) Life out of death. 

206) That night long Lizzie watch'd by her, 

207) Counted her pulse's flagging stir, 

208) Felt for her breath, 

209) Held water to her lips, and cool'd her face 

210) With tears and fanning leaves: 

211) But when the first birds chirp'd about their eaves, 

212) And early reapers plodded to the place 

213) Of golden sheaves, 

214) And dew-wet grass 

215) Bow'd in the morning winds so brisk to pass, 

216) And new buds with new day 

217) Open'd of cup-like lilies on the stream, 

218) Laura awoke as from a dream, 

219) Laugh'd in the innocent old way, 

220) Hugg'd Lizzie but not twice or thrice; 

221) Her gleaming locks show'd not one thread of grey, 

222) Her breath was sweet as May 

223) And light danced in her eyes. 

· She was in fever, sweating and shivering. In the morning she wakes up like the way she used to be. She regained her previous state. She was saved by her sister who brought her the juices. 
· The poem refers to their life after that. They lived happily. They both married and they were telling their children about the story of the goblin men not to listen to them. 

224) Days, weeks, months, years 

225) Afterwards, when both were wives 

226) With children of their own; 

227) Their mother-hearts beset with fears, 

228) Their lives bound up in tender lives; 

229) Laura would call the little ones 

230) And tell them of her early prime, 

231) Those pleasant days long gone 

232) Of not-returning time: 

233) Would talk about the haunted glen, 

234) The wicked, quaint fruit-merchant men, 

235) Their fruits like honey to the throat 

236) But poison in the blood; 

237) (Men sell not such in any town): 

238) Would tell them how her sister stood 

239) In deadly peril to do her good, 

240) And win the fiery antidote: 

241) Then joining hands to little hands 

242) Would bid them cling together, 

243) "For there is no friend like a sister 

244) In calm or stormy weather; 

245) To cheer one on the tedious way, 

246) To fetch one if one goes astray, 

247) To lift one if one totters down, 

248) To strengthen whilst one stands." 

· The poem ends with a kind of a moral message that there is no one like her sister who stood by her and saved her life. This is the fairy tale. The poem is brilliant as it is full of collocation and references. The poem is enjoyed for its meter, metaphor, its elaborate descriptions, many extended similes and extended metaphors and fascinating ideas. 
· The fairy tale here has deep allegorical meanings. It is not only a fairy tale. The poem has received different interpretations. 


· The poem still receives different critical interpretations. Most of the clear themes are the theme of temptation, the theme of fall, the theme of redemption and the theme of restoration which talks about the original sin of Adam according to the Christian belief. 

· Milton’ Paradise lust reflected the Christian belief feeling that it was Eve who tempted Adam in the temptation section. Serpent told her while she was walking in the garden that if she eat the fruit she will be like an angel. She took it and shared it with Adam and both were sent out of heaven. 



· It was a woman who was tempted by a goblin although they are not human beings. 


· It was when Laura tasted the fruits and she committed the fall. 


· This stage was when she was saved by her elder sister. The savior sister, some critics look at her as the female Christ. It is the woman who saves others like the Christ. 

The woman question:

· The heroines are females and facing temptation. It could be related to the issue of marriage. During the Victorian period it was arranged marriage for a woman who can not find her suitor easily. It touches upon also the issue of the coin which is the financial ability of woman and independence. Lizzy in the poem has a coin and she went to the goblins to buy fruits for her sister, they did not take the coin but they wanted her and this tackles submission of women. The poem can be also about the fruit itself. The fruit is a reference to sex or physical love. 


· The poem is very rich with symptoms. There are so many symbols in the poem. One of the significant symbols in the poem is the fruit. It symbolizes sin because the fruit itself is delicious, tempting and alluring. It has sensual pleasures. The fruit here refers to the forbidden sex or relationship between a man and a woman outside marriage. 

· Laura has tasted the fruit as if she has tried sex outside the bond of marriage. Then she was put under pressure and got sick. Then she was saved by her sister who sacrificed herself and was tortured in order to make her sister taste the juice. So the elder sister was not willing for temptation.

· Through the poem there is a struggle or tension between two powers or forces. It is between illicit or profane love and spiritual love. Profane love is that with sensual pleasures like Laura who fell in love with the fruits. She wanted the sensual delights. Lizzy’s love was spiritual and her love was to save her sister. She sacrificed herself in order to save her sister. 

Coin:

· It is very significant as it shows the significance of financial independence of woman. So she will not be under the mercy of man. 
Moonlight: 
· It is very significant here because is a symbol of illumination or spiritual illumination like in the Ancient Mariner. 
· There is critical appreciation in the poem like that of the feminist criticism which started in 1970. Critics started to read works of women writers from a different point of view. Christina had a brother who was a laureate. The way she treated her work is different which shows her identity in a world of men. 
· This is a very long poem but it has a certain techniques as it is a fairy tale. It is also like a poem for children because of nursery rhyme that the poet uses. It is also an allegorical poem. It has many religious allegorical meanings, social criticism for the Victorian society. It functions actually on two levels namely: a level of a fairy tale for children and as an allegorical mature and intellectual poem. 
· Rosetti here is trying to draw her identity to prove her poetic imagination, her voice as a woman poet. She is defying the patriarchal tradition using the goblins drawing the significance of women and society. 
· The poem has a fascinating language. She mentioned almost 28 or 29 kinds of fruits. The poem has a beautiful rhythmical pattern as if the poem is written in four parts. The first part talks about the girls and how they do their daily work. The second is about the goblin men and how they try to show their temptation. The third one is about the idea of how Laura fell under the temptation, how she tasted the fruits and the consequences of tasting the fruits like being sick, losing her energy and almost going to die.  The fourth part was offering the sister herself as a sacrifice for the goblins to save Laura and the moral message. 

· The ways Christina wrote her poem shows that she used a beautiful kind of language which is immediate and general at the same time. There is shorter Dom and faster Dom. There are elaborate similes.
249) Laura stretch'd her gleaming neck 

250) Like a rush-imbedded swan, 

251) Like a lily from the beck, 

252) Like a moonlit poplar branch, 

253) Like a vessel at the launch 

254) When its last restraint is gone. 

· There are so many images squeezed in one comparison. This technique is very rich and powerful as it gives elaborate details. 

· Another example 

255) Laugh'd every goblin 

256) When they spied her peeping: 

257) Came towards her hobbling, 

258) Flying, running, leaping, 

259) Puffing and blowing, 

260) Chuckling, clapping, crowing, 

261) Clucking and gobbling, 

262) Mopping and mowing, 

263) Full of airs and graces,
· She used a lot of gerunds. She gave a lot of energy in this part to show a new technique in this poem. 

· It is different and new as there is fast and slow pattern.
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