Dr. Fawzia
second Semester



Poetry (1)
Fourth Year
This semester we will continue with modern poets, we will concentrate on what is known as the modernism literary period. Today is introduction, we will know what is modernism? Why we have this kind of change in the sensibility or in the literary production? We will have the introduction briefly, so you need to read the introduction again. 

We will start with Eliot; he is the most significant poet (We will cover him within around 7 weeks). We will have only two poems; the first is The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock which is a very beautiful and significant poem. Then we will move to his outstanding, creative, significant and immortal poem The Waste Land.
 The Waste land is a kind of a very long poem; it was the major outcome in the twentieth century which means that it changed a lot of things because of its themes and the way that the poet created this work of art. It is a very influential upon the modern period. The Waste Land is actually in different sections, it is around five movements, the whole poem generally is talking about a period of time of twelve hours, but because of the method of stream of consciousness and the change, you feel as if you are travelling in time. We will read the first one extensively in details because it gives us the whole idea of the poem and then we will be selective in the other movements by reading some parts and concentrating on some. But generally speaking, you are going to read on your own the rest of the poem and you are required to understand. 

Later on, after Eliot we will move to Dylan Thomas, another significant poet we will study one poem for him Do Not Go Gentle into that Good Night. Then we will move to Spiny an Irish poet whose poems are talking about the roots and origins. Then we will go into American literature.

What is your duty?
Read the life of Eliot, and then read the poem which we will discuss next week several times and try to answer the questions which are in the worksheet. Next week when we read and discuss the poem, I will ask you and take samples. Every week we are going to take a kind of an assignment, reading assignment or written assignment because it will help you to improve your way of writing. Almost every week you will find an assignment. 
Q: What is modernism?
Modernism actually, its broadcast (general) definition, is modern thought, character or practice, to specify this general definition, the term will describe, it is both a set of cultural tendencies and an array of associated cultural movement.

Q: What are these cultural movements?
All of these different cultural movements have roots in the earlier traditional literary background. If we go back to the renaissance period, there is a revolution in science, technology, literature and in everything, (where it comes from?) It was the enlightenment of what happened in the past from the Greek and the Romans that there was transport through the translation through Spain that enlighten the dark ages. Then what we could see in the Elizabethan period or in the renaissance period? We could see a kind of a new beginning, new literary genres like the sonnet which is originally Italian but it was developed on many of the great literary minds like Shakespeare, Spenser and Sydney. This revolutionary enlightenment movement developed within the seventeenth century by the metaphysical poets like John Donne, he developed greatly the literary outcome and so on, in the eighteenth century and then the birth of romanticism and how the poets concentrated on their own subjective feelings, individualism became very significant factor, it is like a chain of development and progression, so we have to continue with development and progression. These cultural movements arouse from the previous movements. We can see continues development. 

Don't neglect the significant of the philosophers, thinkers and even literary men and women who created a kind of change in the world. (Remember Darwin who created a complete revolutionary thinking). In the modern period people noticed that all of the past traditions are now updated. So, the modernist has a kind of change all of the old values, roles and fashions. We could feel that the modernists rejected the enlighten thinking of the past, and they wanted to find something new, something is fit for the modern generation. They intend to ask questions of the axiom (universal accepted codes) of the previous ages. 
In the modern period we notice that, literary thinkers started to ask question about the universality of these principles. So, what we could specify as a very significant factor of modern people is self-consciousness. (What do we mean by self-consciousness? It means realization, man starts to realize, and man himself becomes aware of what is going on around him). Modernism, one of its main characteristic is self-consciousness. 
How we are led to this self-consciousness? What happens earlier? Notice the revolution in industry, in the scientific revolutions, in a new mode of thinking and understand, this is what we call modernism. 

The modernists try to evaluate, to reconsider the past and try to find the good in the traditional values and develop it to suit the time, so there is a kind of assessment for all of the past.

Through the period of the enlightenment, the people start to lose their beliefs in established religious values and they stopped to search for other things. These traditional values started to change which means that the young generation become more aware and they lost their confidence in all of the traditional values of the past generations, they even felt that there is no final authority like the authority of religion, the authority of science or the authority of reason, all of these is examined and put under the critical evaluation or personal assessment. 
In the twentieth century period, we find modernism emerged on the surface, but some critics tend to call it post modernism, other stages generalized by saying - this is modernism in general. 

Q: What is the difference between the modernism and the previous literary periods? 
The Victorian literature has orders, laws and certain code of behavior which were respected, because the Victorian period is really marked by orders, disciplines, and values of traditions. In the modern period, we find the opposite, there is no orders, this is the result of the World War which was one of the major event which changed not only the shape of the world but also the believes and acceptances of earlier period, so we will find that the modernist completely different from the Victorian and the romantics. 

The diversity of thoughts (=so many different ideas which are created by different men, and all of these differences help in creating the period of modern) help in creating new different movements. So, all of the old schools and literary thinking changed into new ones. For example, after the romantics we have the Victorian and in the Victorian we have several movements. Then we have the images and the symbolism of the static movement, and then we moved into the modern period where we have the significant images and symbolism on the modern mind, even art is developed. So, notice that all of these diverse changes in the twentieth century period had created what is known as modernism. 

Q: What are the major themes that argue in this literary period? 

We will notice that many of the themes that were tackled as general and universal themes which talk about death and faith, and we notice that loss of faith is very significant theme, this theme was found in the earlier decades of the twentieth century, loss of faith not only refers to the religious faith but it refers to faith in any values (friendship, honesty). So, loss of faith is a very broad and universal theme that dominated the modern period. 

Usually with these changes we will find new changes in literary techniques. (What are these techniques?) All of these techniques we will find them in the works of Eliot.
The general formal stylistic characteristics of literary writings:
1- We notice that in modern period open literary form is used, for example in the sonnet (we know sonnet is a strict form, written in system which should be only fourteen lines), the modern literary not only stick to this but developed it by extending the sonnet. For example, Eliot in The Waste Land, it is open form because there is no restriction to the stanza form or the link of stanza or the link of section.
 2- Another significant factor in the modern poetry is the discontinuous narrative (when we read all of us find the narration isn't complete because this technique will able the reader to think in different ways, so discontinuous narrative is a very significant characteristic of modern poetry.

3- The contrary images or ideas are also another significant characteristic.       
4- Juxtaposition is as if there is a text within a text.

5- Classical allusion is another significant technique which means allusion to the past, to classical mythology, to classical literary works and so on.

6- Borrowing from other languages and cultures and this is what we see in Eliot while you are reading in Eliot, you will find there is a line borrowed from Shakespearian play. Borrowing is very significant because it adds a lot of richness to the text.

7- Unconventional use of the metaphor (use the metaphor in a way that it is not used) for example in Eliot's The Last Song, he compared the fog that approaches a city like a patient on a table given injection, (what is the similarities between the fog and a patient on a table? Both are similar in weakness). So, it is unconventional use of metaphor.

8- Symbolic representations, most of modern poetry is symbolic.

9- Meta-narrative.

10- Psychoanalysis.

11- Fragmentation, it means thinks of art, not related and they are put it together. We could see it in The Waste Land, the poem is talking about the actions which are taken place within twelve hours but you feel as if you are travelling through civilizations. 

12- Multiple narrative points of view or parallelism. 

Q: what kind of themes that modernism concentrates on?  
1- The breakdown of social norms and cultural sureties. There is nothing confident or sure. 

2- Social meanings.

3- Dislocation of meaning and sense from its normal context. 

4- Spiritual loneliness, man lives in universe but he feels lonely, this is related to the loss of faith because there is no established faith in man's life. 

5- Valorization (there is nothing expected about the future, future is unknown) of the despairing individual in the faith of an unmanageable future. There is mistrust in the coming future, and this causes man to feel restless. 

6- Alienation, man feels alienated (isolated); he can't link himself to any other human beings. This point is discussed with Wallace Steven's poem              (A Noiseless Patient Spider), the poet talks about a spider who was trying to throw his filaments, he is working hard to connect, to create and continues without stop until he finished the whole world, the poem is symbolic because it talks about the speaker how he is trying to find his own position - who am I? What I will do? What I will achieve? 
7- Frustration and disillusionment, frustrations and disillusions increase in a period of time because the whole world is changing. The continuing rapid changing that create a lot of frustration, everything is changing you feel frustrated because man is a social creature likes stability while the universe is running around him.

8- Rejection of history and the substitution of a mythical past borrowed without chronology. 

For example, Eliot in The Waste Land tried to use certain mythological figures in order to show what he intends to do in his poem. He refers to many mythical figures like (a myth from Egypt, a myth from Greek and a myth from Hinduism) all of these three have similarities, they refer to fertility, to one of the mythical practices that was in the time of pharos (they have this conception that every year they have to sacrifice a virgin for the Nile so the Nile won't flood). This idea is again found in Greek but in different way with Venetians? How they sacrifice a kind or a form of man by planting it underground and so on. All of these myths have no chronological order but they have a link within them so he collected these and put them in his work.  
9- Product of metropolis of cities and urban capes, the presentation of modern life, how modern life affects man?

10- Stream of consciousness writing.

11- Free indirect speech and discourse = which means who is speaking and to whom he is addressing the speech. Sometimes you feel incapable of finding out, so this helps you to start to predict and think.

12- Overwhelming technological changes of the twentieth century.
Note:- 
Year’s work marks:

 *5 marks for participation in class. 

*10 marks for the assignments.                        
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