Dr. Fawzia
second Semester


Poetry (7)
Fourth Year
We could expect question about Character analysis in The Love Song, Prufrock is a very fascinating character study.

We could expect an extract, taking about certain themes, technique that you could follow.

What about questions in the waste land?
We concentrate on the first section "the burial of the death" in details, the rest are similar sections but with different themes and with interconnection, we might expect a question about the technicalities that Eliot used in both Prufrock and The Waste Land, you know certain techniques like references, borrowing, illusions (historical biblical, mythological, literary), so this is the kind of technique that he followed.

He started in the beginning in Prufrock. In The Waste Land he used the same technicalities. This is a good question, it is too general but you have to select examples from different techniques. For example, (borrowing) what is borrowing? Borrowing certain quotations or lines even from foreign languages. What is the benefit of that borrowing? It enriches the text. 

You might expect questions about certain themes. We have so many themes death, life, sex, love, and all of these themes. You could find the theme not only in one section but in different sections. For example (the burial of the death) is talking about death but you can find this theme in different sections, in (death by water), in (the fire sermon), and in each one section which we studied. 

You could expect question about one section, certain quotation on lines that reflect themes. 

**** The exam on 11/6, Monday, at 10 o'clock. 

Today, we start Delyn Thomas, he is one of the major English poets, he born in1914 and died in 1953, he was born in Carmarthenshire, Wales. His father was English teacher and a poet, so the father influenced the son. He attended Grammar school; in school magazine he practiced writing poems. After graduating he supported himself as an actor, reporter, reviewer, even scriptwriter. All of these occupations that he practiced at a very young age have influenced in his literary productions. He started writing by writing script as part of his practice of writing, after the Second World War he became broadcaster in BBC (the British Broadcasting Corporation) radio station. And he became in 1951 of great lecturers because he went on tours into united state and presented many lectures, in these lectures sometimes he talks about literary productions and most times he talks about his own poetry as well as of other, he gained great fame there because of these immense lectures which he presented in the United States. He died at young age; he created a kind of myth about himself that he is a kind "instant Dylan". He drank a lot which caused his early death.
As a literary figure, a poet, he published his first book of poetry, Eighteen poem in 1934, then his second and third volumes were twenty- five poems in 1936, and the map of love in 1939.  Notice from 1934 to 1936 he could write three collections, the poems of his first three volumes were collected in the World I Breath in 1939. He continued in writing, he was a surrealist poet, who used fantastic imagery of the subconscious in his verse. He was influenced by Sigmund Freud and James Joyce. In one of his statement he wrote: "Poetry is the rhythmic, inevitably narrative, movement from an over clothed blindness to a naked vision.… Poetry must drag further into the clear nakedness of light more even of the hidden causes than Freud could realize." It means that poetry could go deep into the heart more than the psychological and analytical method of Freud. 
In 1940 he created his collection of humorous autobiographical sketches which is called A portrait of the Artist as a Young Dog. He published two more collections of poetry in 1946 Deaths and Entrances and in 1951 In Country Sleep. 

Themes and style
Thomas claimed that his poetry was "the record of my individual struggle from darkness toward some measure of light.… To be stripped of darkness is to be clean, to strip of darkness is to make clean." He also wrote that his poems "with all their crudities, doubts, and confusions, are written for the love of man and in praise of God, and I'd be a damned fool if they weren't." Passionate and intense, vivid and violent, Thomas wrote that he became a poet because "I had fallen in love with words."

Most of the time, themes of Dylan Thomas were about all human and natural processes. The cycle of birth and flowering and death, of love and death, are also found throughout his poems. In his early poetry was sometimes complex and mysterious in sense but simple and obvious in pattern. His later poems, on the other hand, are simple in sense but complex in sound. He wrote also some plays commissioned by BBC.  Adventures in the Skin Trade and Other Stories (1955), contains all the uncollected stories and shows the wit and humor that made Thomas an enchanting companion. Some of his poems were well known like the poem which we study today.

DO NOT GO GENTLE INTO THAT GOOD NIGHT

Do not go gentle into that good night, 
Old age should burn and rage at close of day; 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 

Though wise men at their end know dark is right, 
Because their words had forked no lightning they 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 

Good men, the last wave by, crying how bright 
Their frail deeds might have danced in a green bay, 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 

Wild men who caught and sang the sun in flight, 
And learn, too late, they grieved it on its way, 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 

Grave men, near death, who see with blinding sight 
Blind eyes could blaze like meteors and be gay, 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 

And you, my father, there on the sad height, 
Curse, bless me now with your fierce tears, I pray. 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 

What do you the poem talks about? 
It is a kind of a personal as well as universal poem. it touches two level, personal level because it is addressing his father. The speaker here tried to courage the father not to submit (why?) because the father became blind in his eighty, he is aged man, and he lost sight. It is not only physical blindness but it is metaphorical blindness, the feeling of despair.  
Do not go gentle into that good night, 
Old age should burn and rage at close of day; 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 
The speaker here had the kind of commanding tone (Do not go gentle), it means don't surrender, lose power. into that good night, night is the metaphor of death. Old age should burn and rage at close of day, burn- rage are adjectives related to youth but here he used them with old age. Old age is known for its weakness, loss of power, but here look at the combination of old age with burning, it is an indication to images of life and raging. Rage, rage against the dying of the light. In this line we have a clear massage, you should fight against death. No one can fight against death but you can't surrender and shouldn't. the dying of the light , he is referring to the blindness of his father, sight is one of the great senses and when man loses it and becomes blind, he feels weakness. The first stanza which is three lines, it is a new technique which is called "A villanelle", it is a kind of French form which is nineteenth lines verse form, consists of three lines.  
Though wise men at their end know dark is right, 
Because their words had forked no lightning they 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 
In the second stanza, the speaker here is trying to list examples, showing his father the examples of the wise men. (How do we describe a person as a wise man?) Who has experience, knowledge, education, clear vision, good judgment, and so on? So, those are the wise people, most of the time wisdom comes with aging but sometimes you could see young people who are very wise, it is depending on upbringing, education and so many things. The speaker here is trying to list examples of varied kinds of men, so he started by wise men. Though wise men at their end know dark is right, the wise men have a clear vision and they know the end is coming, it is fact. end know dark is right, it is an indication of death.
Because their words had forked no lightning they, look at the image of darkness and lightness, those wise men know death is coming, they have a clear vision of the future, but still they don't surrender to death, on the contrary their words should be spread and given, their wisdom must be given to other generations to enlighten them, they might have influenced other people, they might not but still they feel that they have not to surrender to death easily, they have to fight and to live the life. The response of the wise men to death is to fight it, to stand against it. 
Good men, the last wave by, crying how bright 
Their frail deeds might have danced in a green bay, 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 
The second example of men, (How can we describe the good men?) we can describe a man is a good man because of his good deeds, his moral behaviors and so on. Good men, the last wave by look at the image (wave by) an indication of good bye fly. We could see the image of cycle of life, which means that man grows in age, man has to pass a certain cycle in his life, this is a kind of cycle of nature. Their frail deeds, whatever they have done it is still humbled deeds; they still want to live more that to have more good deeds. might have danced, it is an expression of joy. in a green bay look at personification of their deeds which indicates that good man wants to survive and live longer so they can do more good deeds. So, good men see their lives in terms with the natural cycle of life. Those good men fight death because they want to live behind virtual deeds. 
Wild men who caught and sang the sun in flight, 
And learn, too late, they grieved it on its way, 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 
Now, we are talking about the third example, the wild men. Who are the wild men? who caught and sang the sun in flight, the wild men who enjoy the pleasure of life and who are careless of good deeds and virtual life, who follow their instinctive drives. Caught and sang- entrapped (attracted by the appearances of life) and celebrated, sun here is a symbol of life. They don't care about any other thing except their joys, and notice they learn, (when?)they learn too late when they approach in their age, when they reach the end of their life, they grieved (sad), thus they start to fight death, they don't want to die and they  haven't  done anything good in their lives. They don't only refer to the people who enjoy the pleasures of life, but even to those who have wasted their lives, with no goals or aims, those people wasted their like animals, and they aren't using any kind of human values. 
 Grave men, near death, who see with blinding sight 
Blind eyes could blaze like meteors and be gay, 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 

The fourth example is talking about the grave men, what is the meaning of the grave men? Grave men are serious, important men, people who have done great things in life, people who live life seriously, work hard, those serious men when approach death, who see with blinding sight, Blind eyes could blaze like meteors, blindness isn't only in the sight, it is also blindness in the heart, so some people are blind but they could see better than the insight (metaphorical seen), those people who see with blinding eye could blaze like meteors, the shooting stars enlighten the sky and they have a kind of a tail which is like a guide, so they blaze and leave effect even though it last for sometimes and then disappeared but still, serious men could blaze by leaving certain effect on others. Even those in sighted men, they again fight against death. Serious, important men, their achievements could illuminate the world even though they are blind and they could enlighten other. Serious men, of course fight and rage against death.

Notice all of these examples, all of these men, the wise men, the good men, the wild men and the grave men approach the end of the life with passion to use and benefit every last moment of their lives, to transform these remaining moments into something beneficial, they prolong their lives which means that they don't surrender peacefully to death. 
 And you, my father, there on the sad height, 
Curse, bless me now with your fierce tears, I pray. 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light
Look at the direct blame, the great emotional feelings for father on his death bed, sad height he is on his death bed, he is dying. Curse, bless me now with your fierce tears, I pray. It means do whatever you like even if you want to curse me or bless me but I pray you don't surrender to death. Of course these emotional plea give the father is to give the father encouragement, moral support to fight death to the last moment. These words provoke passion for resistance. 

The speaker is a kind of challenge against the inimitability of death; of course he can't stop it. This is a kind of personal a plea from the son to encourage the father to fight the death. So, the lines are very full of passions, resistance and love. Even though, the poem is so highly personal still a kind of public and universal pronounce at the same time.  

Notice how the speaker here or the poet himself uses all of these imperative verb forms in a commanding tone (Do not go gentle, Rage, rage, Curse, bless), these imperative verbs to indicate a lot of power. So the words are very powerful and very effective even they are very simple words. 

Notice the technique that he used, especially the villanelle, it is French poetic form, it is very difficult because it starts with three lines then the first and the third are repeated alternate. Look at the first line Do not go gentle into that good night, it is repeated as a refrain in the second stanza, the fourth and the sixth. The third line Rage, rage against the dying of the light. It is repeated in third stanza, the fifth and the last. So, they are repeated alternatively. Villanelle form is nineteen lines, of course creating such a verse form is very difficult because it needs a lot of great efforts. The rhyme becomes a kind of rhythmical babble. To end the lines, the two lines(1-3)should be used at the end, as the closing lines of the poem. 
Actually, this form is used in pastoral poetry and light verse. The tone of the poem is very serious and strong because the speaker isn't joking, he is really serious about addressing his father. Notice the use of spondee meter, the use two stresses in one word, it indicates the stress in the meter, the poem is in iambic pentameter. The language is very simple, clear and direct. 
Villanelle is nineteen lines poem of fixed form, consisting of five tercets (three lines) and a final quatrain (four lines), two rhymes with the first and the third line of the first tercet repeated alternately as a refrain, closing the succeeding stanzas and joined as the final couplet of the quatrain. This form is used in pastoral themes and light verse, it is originally French form. 

** Examples of figure of speech: 

Metaphor: good night compared to death

Metaphor/personification: old age . . . burn . . . rave
Metaphor: Wild men who caught and sang the sun in flight. Implied comparison of achievement to catching the fire of the sun and to singing triumphantly.

Two Metaphors: words had forked no lightning (Stanza 2). (1) Words are compared to the cause of forked lightning. (2) Lightning is compared to attention, notice--that is, the words had received no attention.
Metaphor/Personification: frail deeds might have danced
Simile: blind eyes could blaze like meteors, we have light imagery and dark imagery, and at the same time we have juxtaposition here. 

We have contrasting: gentle- rage/ night- light.

So, the poem is very rich with figure of speech, and this is the greatness of the poem because it is so simple to understand, but at the same time, it is very rich and condense with the figure of speech. It is the greatness of the writer. 
Q: Compare Thomas' poem to any other poem of your choice discussing the theme of death.    

End …[image: image1.png]
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