POETRY 
                                      LECTURE SIX

 Browning had an un conventional way of education , he was a young spirited young man , he was greatly influenced by Shelly and Shelly as you know is an earthiest a non believer. Browning read great books in his father's library, browning developed this tendency of reading with his father stories talking about crime and this early knowledge of the mentality of crime made him  a great studier psychology of his characters and you will see this clear in the poems that we are going to study.
Browning first work Pauline was a failure, because his poetry was obscure = difficult to understand, because his poetry demanded a special kind of a reader, a reader who is knowledgeable, his reader must be well educated otherwise he won't be able to understand , so the critics criticized his poetry and obscurity.
He was born in 1812 and died in 1889, one of the critics said that browning is a self centered poet, he does not help the reader to know more about his literary works, what we will notice about browning that he is really interested in the medieval renaissance period , the Italian renaissance , most of the titles of the poems are related to Italian names , to Latin names. Then browning tried writing plays when one of the writers asked him to write a performance play , but unfortunately the play was a failure , he wrote many other plays but unfortunately these plays were not successful.
How did this experience of writing plays affected him???
This influenced him in knowing how to develop his own style in dramatic monologue , he has the recognition as the poet who developed the dramatic monologue and  he paved the way to what is known in the modern time by the stream of consciousness method in literature . 
Browning created his Bells and Pomegranates which was a collection, it has 2 magnificent pomes that they established the reputation of browning: My Last Duchess and The Soliloquy Of The Spanish Cloister.  
Now usually when you read you will find the names of Tennyson and Browning together in the Victorian poetry , both are representative of the Victorian poetry. But browning is not like Tennyson in trying to give a moral lesson through his works, but he was fascinated in creating characters that will speak for themselves, there will be no personal or subjective interference from the poet.
This reputation encouraged browning to meat Elizabeth barrette browning, she paid him tribute in Geraldine courtship and then they started their relationship, and here we could  see the romantic side of browning , when he felt that she is sick , he fell in love with her , convinced her in marrying him and they both ran away to Italy. So we see the romantic influence of Shelly here , the romantic feeling of the poet towards another poet.
Elizabeth Barrette was more famous than her husband Robert browning during her life time but after  her death browning developed his abilities , he wrote many collections of literary works, men and women which is one of his great collections but then at the end he wrote magnificent poems entitled The Ring And The Book this poem talks about an old story which occurred in the 14th or the 15th c it talks about a trial in court, in the trial we have a husband who is married to a young girl but she did not like him so she ran away with a priest to go back to her country and family , the husband was very frustrated, he was of a higher monarchy status but the girl was rich , usually at that time girls provide the husband with the dowry and the higher his name is she must pay more , because of his anger he followed the girl and he killed both the girl and the parents , of course there was a trial which actually by chance browning discovered what is called the yellow book and he found the trial there after this storey he created his master piece The Ring And The Book.
The Ring And The Book is a kind of a dramatic monologue a very long speeches by different characters , the husband , the wife , the priest ..
Browning after the death of his wife he returned to England with his son and he became well known the court and in the Victorian social life.
My Last Duchess
Who is the speaker here???
The speaker is the duke of  Ferrara, he speaks about a picture about his late wife she has the rank of a duchess , so he speaks about her portrait , he accuses her of flirting with other men but he does not accuse her of adultery ,but the way she smiles to other men made him angry so he stopped her smile by killing her " I gave commands.." actually if you back historically in that period of time , if a woman is accused of adultery her husband can put an end to her life , or he could send her to a convent it was a code at that time.
After this horrible confession of murder nobody spoke , it was a silent audience actually the audience there was an envoy from another count who was sent in order to negotiate another marriage , he said that he is not interested about the dowry in the same time he is interested about the behavior of the other bride which indicates that she will face the same end of his first wife if she does not behave well.
That’s my last Duchess painted on the wall, 

He addresses his deceased wife as a painting as a work of art , he is in love with that painting because he is an artist he has a great aesthetic taste , he is in love with the work of art but not the woman herself  
Looking as if she were alive. I call 
That piece a wonder, now: Fra Pandolf’s hands 
Worked busily a day, and there she stands. 

Look at the opening lines , when the speaker addresses his wife as ( that ) he dehumanizes her, the portrait and the woman in the portrait are under his control. The portrait is well done as if the woman in it is a real human being , which means that the artist who painted the portrait is a great talented one , look how he is proud of his judgment he loves art he has a good eye in judging a work of art , he can distinguish between good and bad art. Pandolf’s = is the artist but he is not a real artist ,he is an imaginary artist that browning created. Pandolf’s hands Worked busily a day,= look at the mocking tone here of course he painted it before he killed her, as if he forced him to finish the portrait in a day. Look at the proud tone , the mocking tone , as if he ordered him to finish quickly in a few days so then he will execute his wife.     
Will’t please you sit and look at her? I said 

The duke invites the envoy to sit , and this invitation indicates that there are going to be more revelations, more secrets to be unfold to the envoy. Sit + look = revelation of more secrets 
“Fra Pandolf” by design, for never read 
Look how he repeats the name of the artist , of course this is not a real artist ,but the way he repeats his name indicates that he is a great artist of that time.

Strangers like you that pictured countenance, 
The depth and passion of its earnest glance, 
But to myself they turned (since none puts by 
The curtain I have drawn for you, but I) 

This beautiful portrait is covered by curtains , why??? Because he does not want anyone to see her smile , he is jealous, he wants all the smiles to be for him only or for the ones he allows them to see it, he do not love her , but he took the beauty and he put it in a work of art. When the envoy sat dawn certain expressions appeared on his face, he has questions that he would not dare to ask, the duke did not allow him to speak, the duke said, strangers like you they do not dare to ask about the expressions in that portrait. Countenance = visage = facial expressions. This indicates something about the duke's character , he is a dictator. Even the servants are not allowed to draw the curtains , he is the only one to do that, he is the one who controls the portrait and the life so he is like a god figure ,before and after her death. We have passion +  earnest glance and smiles as if she was alive that is why he hides it because he is jealous , he does not want anyone to enjoy the liveliness of the portrait but him, we are going deep in the psychology of the duke.
And seemed as they would ask me, if they durst, 
How such a glance came there; so, not the first 

Because the portrait is passionate so lively everybody wants to ask questions but they do not dare to ask the duke about such beauty and glow in that portrait , so the duke says you are not the only person with the same facial expressions when you saw the portrait but you do not have the courage to ask. 
Are you to turn and ask thus. Sir, ’twas not 
Her husband’s presence only, called that spot 
Of joy into the Duchess’ cheek: perhaps 
Fra Pandolf chanced to say “Her mantle laps 
Over my lady’s wrist too much,” or “Paint                  reasons for the beauty and liveliness of 
Must never hope to reproduce the faint                             the portrait
Half-flush that dies along her throat”: such stuff 
Was courtesy, she thought, and cause enough 
For calling up that spot of joy. She had 

The duke here tries to explain how this spot of joy came on the face of the duchess , why she is smiling and blushing?! Why could you see the liveliness in her, may because at the time of painting  the portrait she was wearing a low décolleté dress and that the painter commented that she should loosen the upper part of her dress and maybe she felt shy because of his comment, and shyness created the glow that was depicted by the artist , this is one suggestion from the duke the other one that she was glowing because of the presence of her husband's =we feel his jealousy.  So may be the artist is giving a kind of compliment because he says I cannot reproduce the same flush through the colors , because her color is natural, or maybe it is courtesy. This indicates how beautiful , fare and young she is, full of life and color.  
A heart—how shall I say?—too soon made glad, 
Too easily impressed; she liked whate’er 
She looked on, and her looks went everywhere. 

Look at the elaborate description of the duchess, — look at the dash it indicates that there are other things, we feel suspicious, anything can please her, he does not like this description of her nor her other descriptions, she is of a good nature , she is innocent , she is pure ,she is joyful she liked whatever she saw, she looks everywhere like a child.    
Sir, ’twas all one! My favour at her breast, 
The dropping of the daylight in the West, 

She loves him but at the same time she likes something else , which is sunset = she loves him similar to the way she loves the sunset and this is unsatisfactory for the duke
The bough of cherries some officious fool 
Broke in the orchard for her, the white mule 

Even if a peasant broke in an orchard and brought her something from there she would be pleased from him as if she was pleased from the duke, she is childish , she rides the mule in the garden , all the things that she does the duke feels that she equalizes him  
She rode with round the terrace—all and each 
Would draw from her alike the approving speech, 

Everything she likes and love even my love it is all the same, we feel that is normal of a young girl , she is full of life and she loves everything ,her behavior is natural because she is young but for him  because he is an aged man he will not accept  such behavior 
Or blush, at least. She thanked men,—good! but thanked 
Somehow—I know not how—as if she ranked                         very significant lines 
My gift of a nine-hundred-years-old name 
With anybody’s gift. Who’d stoop to blame 

She thanked men then look at the dash  — then we have good! We feel some kind of suspicion, but when we see the word good we understand that she did not committed adultery she flirts with men , we could feel the suspicious husband here is injured with his wife's childish behavior, he feels insulted by her actions. He has given her a great gift and that is his name and his name extends back in history 900 years old but she equalizes his great gift with anything , similar to when she is given a bow of cherry, or when she rides the mule ..he felt insulted, he is hurt because she does not find pride in his 900 years name .

This sort of trifling? Even had you skill 
In speech—(which I have not)—to make your will 
Quite clear to such an one, and say, “Just this 
Or that in you disgusts me; here you miss, 
Or there exceed the mark”—and if she let 

He feels in capable of directing , he do not want to direct her because if he does such a think it will be humiliating for him , he will lower his great status as a duke by directing her.

Herself be lessoned so, nor plainly set 
Her wits to yours, forsooth, and made excuse, 
—E’en then would be some stooping; and I choose 
Never to stoop. Oh sir, she smiled, no doubt, 
If he directs her she will listen to him or she might not but he feels superior he will never lower himself  for someone else , so we could feel the pride. 

Whene’er I passed her; but who passed without 
Much the same smile? This grew; I gave commands; 

Whenever I pass she smiles to me but she also smiles to everybody else that is why he covers her portrait with a curtain , is this a normal person???NO he psychologically distorted in a way , but at the same time we will see fascinating things about this character , look at the confession of murder , he confesses his guilt.
Then all smiles stopped together. There she stands 
As if alive. Will’t please you rise? We’ll meet 

He has taken the life of a human being and imprisoned it in a work of art, he has taken the life and displayed only the beauty, all of a sudden after the horrible and shocking confession of murder , he orders politely the envoy who was sitting looking, listening and does speak , they are in the upper floor and the envoy was waiting downstairs with the guests , so he took the envoy upstairs to show him the portrait , he asks him to sit down show him the portrait tell him the story and they went down.
The company below, then. I repeat, 
The Count your master’s known munificence 
Is ample warrant that no just pretence 
Of mine for dowry will be disallowed; 

We are shocked as readers , he confesses murdering his wife and now he is talking about another marriage arrangement!!! He tells the envoy I am sure that the count will not disallow me the dowry that I deserve I repeat, which means that he said this before, that the generosity of your master is a great guarantee that I will receive the dowry that I deserve as a duke. 
Though his fair daughter’s self, as I avowed 
At starting, is my object. Nay, we’ll go 
Together down, sir. Notice Neptune, though, 
Taming a sea-horse, thought a rarity, 
Which Claus of Innsbruck cast in bronze for me!
He says I am not interested in the money , but he is a hypocrite he loves money because through money he can buy works of art. He reveals his intentions , that he is interested in the character of the countess, while they were going down the stairs the duke was referring to a work of art   Neptune = is the god of the sea and this is a kind of a sculpture taming a sea-horse and this is a rare work of art , it was created privately for the duke, it is very symbolic, Neptune taming a sea-horse, what does this connotes to the duke???
That he is going to tame his future wife if she does not behave well otherwise she will face the same destiny of the previous wife.
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