The poem is a dramatic monologue= we have a character on stage speaking while the other characters do not hear him only the audience hear him, the Victorian poet took the monologue and developed it to be a verse form in which  it is a lyrical poem where we have a speaker  imaginary or a historical figure like Ulysses and he speaks a long speech in his speech either he addresses audience listening to him , or there might be no audience , sometimes audience interfere in the speech because there will be some kind of communication but here we have no communication only Ulysses is speaking here and he addresses his people , his mariners and his son .
In Ulysses's speech there is a lot of self revelation we knew much about his character , his dreams , his ideas, the way he thinks….and with this he gains the sympathy of the audience .
So we have a dramatic monologue were Tennyson used a mythical character , the poem here is allegorical, having a surface meaning an a hidden meaning , the poem was written 3 weeks after the death of Arthur Hallam , the surface story is the story of Ulysses and his search for knowledge and adventures , but the hidden meaning  is that life continues it does not end with the death of our beloveds yes we undergo the moment of shock and grief but life must go on , one must not be hindered by any grief that strikes his life.
In this dramatic monologue, Tennyson meditates creatively upon the death of Arthur Hallam. He used his own personal experience of grief over his friend Hallam and turned it into impersonal form of a work of art. He transforms his grief into a new experience and a search for knowledge and adventure ,a search for the unknown. The poem is allegorical depicting the incentive to look upon life as a great adventure and the need of braving the struggle no matter what obstacles we meet or what the end may be.


There is a change in tone and words which become so heroic. He is very proud of himself and of his achievement. We feel that the speaker is completely different from the speaker who was speaking in the first section. There is a sense of glory and pride. The language itself is very heroic. The shift of the speech is very important because it is one of the characteristics of the dramatic monologue. The dramatic monologue is a long speech said by a speaker and while he speaks we understand a lot about himself and his psychology and his ideas. This speech is a kind of revelation. In the first section, the speaker was very bored and despises his duty as a king and then in the second verse paragraph or section, we notice a complete change as he is very proud of his achievement and himself.
