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e Modern Drama-Instructor : Dr. Ibrahim Elshinnawy
e 6th Lecture-Modern Drama

"A Doll's House” ACT TWO

e Krogstad's Second Visit and His Fresh Threat to Nora
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e Doctor Rank now goes away into Helmer's study, while Krogstad
comes to have a private talk with Nora.
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e Krogstad has received the letter of dismissal and he now comes to
settle the whole thing with Nora and to get her help.
o Jpanlls )5 ga e od IS Ay sl GV Sls cJaadl) Al Slina 5 S Bl o
Line Luse
e He is desperately anxious to keep his job at the bank and so he
tells Nora that, in case she does not help him to retain his job, the
consequences for her and her husband would be very serious.
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e He has brought with him a letter addressed to her
husband.
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e He has stated in this letter all the facts about Nora's
transaction with him and about Nora's having forged her
father's signature.
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e He now tells Nora that, after having suffered the loss of his
reputation by his criminal act of forgery, he had now
decided to lead an upright life in order to re-establish his
good reputation but that her husband was now bent upon
dismissing him and thus ruining his plan to reform himself.
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e He says that now he does not simply want to retain his job,
but that he wants her husband to promote him to a higher
post so that in course of time he can become the most
important official in the bank.
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e In case she does not manage this, he would hand over the
incriminating letter to Helmer and then both she and her
husband would find themselves in trouble.
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e Nora tells him that she is in no position to help him.
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e She admits that she had even thought of committing
suicide because of the complication that he has created in
her life, but he tells her that suicide is not something easy.
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e Krogstad then goes away but, before going, he drops the
letter which he had brought with him into Helmer's locked
letter-box.
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e Nora feels that very soon Helmer would come to know all the facts
about the loan and the forgery and that she would then be in real
trouble.
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e Mrs. Linde's Promise to Help Nora
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e Mrs. Linde who had been all this time mending Nora's fancy dress in the
other room has now completed the job and she comes to hand over the
costume to Nora.
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e By this time Mrs. Linde has also been able to judge that it was from
Krogstad that Nora bad borrowed the money.
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e Nora now admits to her that she had forged a signature on the bond which
she had executed.
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e Mrs.Linde promises to speak to Krogstad and to prevail upon him to
withdraw the incriminating letter.
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e Nora says that something miraculous is going to happen.
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e What she means is that, if Helmer comes to know that she had forged a
signature, he would take upon himself the entire responsibility.
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e But she is mistaken in this belief.
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e Nora's Intention to commit Suicide
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e Mrs. Linde goes away to meet Krogstad, while Nora begins to
rehearse the Tarantella in the presence of her husband and Doctor
Rank.
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e Nora's effort now is to prevent Helmer from opening the letter-box
as long as possible so that Mrs. Linde gets enough time to speak to
Krogstad and prevail upon him to withdraw the letter before
Helmer reads it.
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e After a little while Mrs. Linde returns and informs Nora in a whisper
that Krogstad was not available because he had gone out of station
and would return on the following day.

3Y 393 g0 S ol A g S O Guage 15 @i s ol Basall 39238 un 98 5k 2 @
o a sl 3 gra g ¢ B gall (e A




e Nora now makes up her mind to commit suicide after giving her
dance performance at the fancy-dress ball on the following day.
AUl sally 4 Sl 5 SI aSlay ) Ledlal axy el b Sa )55 (V) e
e She inwardly calculates that she has now about thirty one hours
more to live.
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e She has decided to commit suicide for two reasons: first,
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e because Helmer would now come to know that she had borrowed
money and that she had forged a signature;
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e Second, because, Helmer, on coming to know about her criminal
act of forgery, would take the entire responsibility on his own
shoulders.
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e Nora does not want that Helmer should be put in a position in
which he has to perform such a great sacrifice for her sake.
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e Nora does not want that her husband should take upon himself the
responsibility for what she had done.
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e The best course, under the circumstances, would be for her to put

an end to her own life, she thinks.
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ACT THREE

Mrs Linde's Offer of Marriage to Krogstad
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Mrs. Linde had left a message for Krogstad when she had gone to
his lodgings to have a talk with him about the complication which
he had created in Nora's life.
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Krogstad now comes to see Mrs. Linde at the Helmers' apartment
in response to Mrs. Linde's message.
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Helmer and Nora are at this time attending the fancy dress ball in
the flat upstairs.
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So Mrs. Linde is alone with Krogstad. First Mrs. Linde explains to
him the circumstances under which she had been forced to
terminate her relationship with him and to marry another man.
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e She tells him that she had to look after her ailing mother and her
two younger brothers and that it was necessary for her to marry
somebody rich enough to enable her to look after them.
O e Ay (55 pall (ad (p prall L s 5 Ay jall Lgal Ao 1 Lgdl 1 J 585 @
aeile ) (e ST QST 4 Loy 2 add o g 3




e Krogstad says that, when he had received the letter from her terminating

her relationship with him, the ground from under his feet had slipped
away and that he had at that time felt most miserable.
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e Even now, says Krogstad, he is like a broken man, like a ship-wrecked
man clinging to a bit of wreckage.
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e Mrs. Linde thereupon says that she is herself like a ship-wrecked person,

with nobody to care for and with no purpose in her life
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e She then suggests that, if they get married now, they might be able to
provide some comfort to each other.
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Krogstad is astonished by Mrs. Linde's offer to marry him.
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He asks her if she is really serious about her proposal, and she assures

him that she is really serious.
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Krogstad feels overjoyed by Mrs. Linde's reply.
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However, wanting to make sure that she is sincere about her
offer, he asks her if she is making this offer (If marriage in order
that he should spare her friend Nora.
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e She tells him that it is not for Nora's sake that, she is offering to
marry him.
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e He then feels fully satisfied and says that, in view of her promise
to marry him, he would now, of his own accord, withdraw the
incriminating letter which he had addressed to Helmer.
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e But by now Mrs. Linde has changed her view in this affair.
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e She tells Krogstad that he should not withdraw his letter because she
feels that Helmer should come to know all the facts about what Nora had
done.
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e In her opinion, the secret which Nora had been hiding for years from her
husband should now become known to Helmer so that all secrecy and
deception should end between Helmer and Nora and so that they can
come to some sort of permanent understanding
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e Helmer's Angry Outburst After Reading Krogstad's Letter Just then
Helmer, who has gone through Krogstad's letter, flares up and
surprises Nora with his outburst of anger.
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e Krogstad's disclosure of Nora's having borrowed money and
having forged her father's signature has come as a great shock to
him; but even more shocking to him is Krogstad's threat that he
would make a public disclosure of all the facts if Helmer does not
keep him in the bank at a higher post than the one which he has
been holding so far.
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e Helmer gets furious with Nora and says that she has ruined his entire
happiness and endangered his whole future.
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e Krogstad's threat means that Helmer should accept all Krogstad's
demands because, if Krogstad makes a public disclosure of Nora's guilt,
there would be a scandal and Helmer's name would be dragged into the
mud.
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e Helmer now tells Nora that he will have to comply with Krogstad's
demands but that at the same time he would not be able to treat Nora
with the same love and regard which he has always felt for her.
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e To all appearances they would still continue to be man and wife but the
relationship between them would now be of a different kind.
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e He would not be able to trust her any longer with their children
because in the light of what she had done, he does not think her
fit to continue to be in charge of the children's upbringing.
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MODEL QUESTIONS

1- Krogstad has received the letter of ......from Helmer.
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A- congratulations
B- dismissal
C- praise
D- recommendation
The correct answer is ( B )

2- Krogstad dropped.............. Into Helmer’s locked letter- Box.
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A- a parcel

B- a gift

C- a letter

D- nothing

The correct answer is ( C)




